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Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan 

STATEMENT OF J C HILL 

I, JOHN CHRISTOPHER HILL, of 5 Aldwincle Road, Thorpe Waterville, Kettering, 

Northamptonshire, NN14 3ED, WILL SAY: 

1.	 I am a Committee Member and the Treasurer of the Nene Valley Association (“the 

NVA”). I have lived at Thorpe Waterville for the past 15 years and have a good 

knowledge of the Nene Valley. I make this Statement in relation to the changes 

proposed to the above Plan proposed by the NVA. 

2.	 The NVA was formed about ten years ago and its purpose is to seek to campaign on 

behalf of the residents of East Northamptonshire, by all lawful means, to seek to 

foster development in keeping with the existing unspoilt character of the River Nene 

Valley between Thrapston and Wansford. 

3.	 The NVA consider that the Plan fails to acknowledge and/or give adequate protection 

to the existing rural character of the Nene Valley covered by the Plan and in 

particular the protection of its local character and landscape value. 

4.	 The River Nene Valley 

The major centres of population between Thrapston and Wansford are to be found in 

towns and villages which follow the line of the River Nene. I attach to this Witness 
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Statement (Exhibit “JCH 1”) a map showing the towns and villages concerned. 

These settlements were created because of the good water supply to be found 

alongside the river, the power which could be developed from the river by way of 

watermills and the use of the river for transport. Accordingly, many of the towns and 

villages along the Nene Valley go back to before Norman times. The richness of the 

agriculture and availability of good local building stone has meant that this is an area 

where the quality of the local buildings is high. In Pevsner’s book1 in the series “The 

Buildings of England” entitled “Northamptonshire”2 he states as follows:-

“To say that Northamptonshire is the County of squires and spires is not very 

original but is true all the same”. 

“Spires predominant in the east of the County but are rare in the west. This is 

connected with the fact that the east is the stone region. The west was the 

brick and timber region”. 

“The towers and spires of the C14 are equally lacking in documentation which 

would allow one to date them. Yet they are the most memorable achievement 

of medieval parish church architecture in the County. A county of spires – an 

old saying has been referred to. Its as like most of such proverbial sayings, 

not strictly true. Northamptonshire has over 200 medieval churches but no 

more than 80 spires, of these more than three-quarters are in or near the 

Nene District”. 

5.	 The number of medieval churches in the Nene Valley is a reflection of the level of 

local wealth and density of population at the time. The following medieval churches 

overlook the Nene Valley between Thrapston and Wansford: Thrapston, Islip, 

Titchmarsh, Aldwincle (2), Achurch, Wadenhoe, Pilton, Barnwell, Oundle, 

1 
David Philips – “The River Nene from Shores to Sea” – Past and Present Publishing Limited 1997. 

2 
Nikolaus Pevsner revised by Bridget Cherry “Northamptonshire” – Penguin 1973. 
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Cotterstock, Tansor, Fotheringay, Warrington, Nassington and Wansford. This is a 

very high level of concentration of ancient churches in such a short distance and it is 

quite possible from a suitable vantage point to see the towers or spires of five or six 

churches from a single spot. 

6.	 The combination of rolling landscape and the preponderance of stone built villages 

and beautiful medieval churches has created an exceptional landscape which is well 

worth protecting and has become a popular place for visitors. 

7.	 Attached to this Witness Statement (Exhibit “JCH 2”) is an extract from the East 

Northamptonshire Planning Handbook dated 1991/92 giving details of the Special 

Landscape Area which has been designated under the County Structure Plan. This 

designation recognises the district’s environmental quality and strengthens the 

Council’s ability to ensure that only appropriate development can take place within 

the designated area. The attached plan shows that the designated area covers the 

Nene Valley from Thrapston to Wansford. The SLA is also shown on the East 

Northamptonshire Local Plan 1996. Also attached is an extract from the Official 

Guide to East Northamptonshire 1991 (Exhibit “JCH 3”). The following is an extract 

from page 41 of the Guide:-

“The district has great potential for tourism with its wealth of attractive villages 

in quiet unspoilt countryside to appeal to visitors from towns and cities looking 

for a place to spend a peaceful weekend break. The villages are the area’s 

greatest asset and perhaps rival the Cotswold Villages with their charm and 

character. In fact the only visible difference is the lack of congestion and 

traffic”. 

This is reflected in Section 9 and, in particular, Policy T05 (page 83), of the East 

Northamptonshire District Local Plan 1996. 
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8.	 The Nene Way 

The Nene Way is a long distance, recreational walking route, which follows the River 

Nene for some 70 miles/116 km as it flows through Northamptonshire. Attached to 

this Witness Statement (Exhibit “JCH 4”) is a copy of a leaflet published by the 

Northamptonshire County Council showing details of part of the route followed by the 

Nene Way and the various sites there are to see. I would particularly refer to the 

section on Wadenhoe which is one of the villages located along the River Nene and 

to the tremendous views which can be seen from the path leading down from the 

church. The Nene Way follows this path. 

In the view of the NVA this particular vantage point should be one of those used to by 

the Inspector to consider the scenic qualities and unspoilt character of the Nene 

Valley and also; 

(i)	 because of the existence of various rights of way this is a popular spot for 

visitors. 

(ii)	 the view from this point allows one to see a considerable length of the Nene 

Valley. 

9.	 Adjoining Area 

As is well known, a large amount of the new housing which is required by the 

Government is to be located in the Milton Keynes and South Midlands area. 

Enclosed is a plan from the consultation draft (Exhibit “JCH 6”) showing the numbers 

of houses to be located in the Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough areas3. Despite 

this high level of new urban growth, the strategy is to focus the development around 
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prior urban development. Development proposals will affect only a limited area of 

countryside. The vast majority of villages in the area are proposed to be left 

unaffected. The strategy aims to maintain distinct identities of settlement. In order to 

keep a green buffer between the expanding towns, the Nene Valley Regional Park is 

being set up. . 

10.	 Necessity of preserving the Nene Valley 

As set out above, the Nene Valley in this district is presently unspoilt and a beautiful 

part of Northamptonshire. Due to the development ongoing in East and South 

Midlands and Eastern England, it is a relative haven from increasing urbanisation of 

those areas. It is clear from the Guides which have been attached, that there are a 

large number of visitors to the area who come for walking, cycling, boating and other 

recreational purposes. Those visitors provide a welcome stream of income for local 

businesses, including hotels, pubs, cafés, shops and for local farmers who sell to the 

public. It is vital to the local economy that the character of the local towns, villages 

and hamlets are preserved and the countryside is protected. 

11.	 Light pollution 

The NVA would also ask that there should be reference in the Plan to only allow 

development if the issue of light pollution is properly dealt with and its effect is 

minimized. The problem of light pollution is particularly acute in this area due to the 

concentration of very large logistics centres in the district. These are heavily lit and 

are highly visible at night. Modern lighting can markedly reduce the amount of stray 

light and the NVA would like to see that light reduction be included as a criteria for 

development within the Local Plan. 

Consultation Draft – Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy – Summary July 2003. 
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12.	 Conclusion 

The NVA would like to see the RNOTP varied to include the proposed changes 

included in the Representations which are: 

•	 The protection of the SLA should be part of the RNOTP and that there 

should be reference in the Plan to the SLA and that there should be 

specific policy included in the Plan which would be as follows: 

“Within the Special Landscape Area, as shown on the Plan, development 

that meets the economic and social needs of the communities will be 

permitted provided it does not harm the area’s landscape, character or 

appearance”. 

• In addition in relation to light pollution:


“Permission will not be granted for development that :


(a)	 Would result in unacceptable risk to public health or safety, the 

environment, general amenity or existing land uses because of its 

location or due to the potential pollution of air, water, land or sky. 

(b)	 Is likely to cause significant noise, nuisance, unacceptable light 

levels and spillage and vibration, dust or smell, particularly if this is 

likely to harm existing business or other neighbouring land. 
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(c) Lies within a protected area around sewage works or similar 

installations. 

Signed……J C Hill………………………………………………………………………………… 

J C HILL 

Dated this 27th day of August 2007 
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