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1.	 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

1.1.	 The targets and thresholds for affordable housing have not been set at an 

appropriate level to address the supply and delivery of new affordable housing. 

1.2.	 Policy 20: Affordable Housing Requirements represents an inflexible measure to be 

utilised to negotiate affordable housing provision on individual sites up to the stated 

percentages. 

1.3.	 Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that the emerging East Midlands Regional 

plan suggests a target of 23% social rented and 3% intermediate housing for the 

North Northamptonshire Housing Market Area, of which the Rural North, Oundle and 

Thrapston sub area is a part. 

1.4.	 However, we also note that Policy 15: Sustainable Housing, of the North 

Northamptonshire Core Strategy sets a target of 40% affordable housing in East 

Northamptonshire as supposed to a target of 30% in the three other districts of 

Corby, Kettering and Wellingborough. There is therefore, some concern that this 

higher figure might affect the viability of schemes and in turn the delivery of housing 

within East Northamptonshire, and specifically the Rural North, Oundle and 

Thrapston Plan (RNOTP) area, particularly in light of the current economic situation. 

1.5.	 It is essential that an appropriate balance is struck between providing sufficient 

affordable housing across the RNOTP area, whilst at the same time ensuring that 

proposed schemes remain deliverable. 

1.6.	 In our client’s case, an eco-neighbourhood is being proposed, which will aim to adopt 

the same high environmental standards as those being sought in the Eco-town 

programme, currently being rolled out by the Government. The figure of 40% is too 

arbitrary a requirement and there needs to be an acknowledgement that the in some 

instances the special circumstances of a site will justify a lower figure being sought 

(see paragraph 1.7 below). We therefore believe that the figure of 40% should be 

more flexibly applied rather than representing a minimum figure to be achieved. 

1.7.	 The cost implications upon a developer seeking to provide an ecologically 

sustainable new development, built to the highest environmental standards will be 

considerably greater than other developments being built to current minimum building 

regulations. We therefore believe that a degree of flexibility with these figures is 
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required and that the level and tenure split of affordable housing should be 

negotiated on a site by site basis. 

1.8. Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing requires local planning authorities to provide 

“high quality housing for people who are unable to access or afford market housing” 

(paragraph 27). However, whilst the provision of affordable housing is clearly 

important, it should be considered alongside other Government objectives such as 

“ensuring that the planning system delivers a flexible supply of housing land” (PPS3: 

paragraph 52) and that the planning system supports “the delivery of the timetable for 

reducing carbon emissions from domestic and non-domestic buildings” (PPS 

Planning & Climate Change: paragraph 8). 
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