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Appendix E1 

YOUR REF: 

OUR REF: JC/PR 

DATE: 4 May 2000 

Mrs K. Horner 

East Northamptonshire council 

Cedar Drive 

Thrapston 

Northamptonshire NN14 4LZ 

Dear Mrs Horner 

RE: SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

Thank you for your letter of 6 April 2000 enclosing a copy of the draft SPG regarding 
Affordable Housing. 

I have some concern regarding the scale of the target that has been set for the 
provision of affordable housing (30%) and the stipulation that this requirement be met 
with social rented (28%) and shared equity (2%) only, i.e. with no provision for low 
cost market housing. Circular 6/98 clearly advises that "affordable homes" 
encompass both low cost market housing and subsidised housing. 

Circular 6/98 also stipulates that the overall policy approach towards provision of 
affordable housing should be based upon a rigorous and realistic assessment of local 
need. With this in mind I have sought to obtain a copy of Survey undertaken for the 
council by Fordham Research. Unfortunately I have only just received a copy of this 
document from your Community Services Dept and I have been unable to therefore 
consider whether it provides robust support for the targets set out in the draft SPG. 
would therefore like to reserve the opportunity to come back with further comments 
on the targets that have been set 

Putting these specific matters to one side, however, I do consider that the approach 
being taken by the Council is fundamentally flawed from a procedural point of view. 
PPG12 establishes that SPG must be clearly cross-referenced to the relevant Local 
Plan policy that it supplements (Paragraph 3.15 refers). Whilst reference is made to 
Policy H4 of the East Northamptonshire Local Plan in the draft SPG this policy does 
not relate directly to the provision of affordable housing in the terms of circular 6/98 
and hence no formal linkage exists to local plan policy. The draft SPG significantly 
extends the scope of Policy H4 rather supplementing it. 

Having undertaken the needs survey the proper approach for the Authority to follow 
is to prepare a formal limited review of the Local Plan. I understand that Daventry 
District Council has recently undertaken a similar process restricted to its own 
affordable housing policy. 

Yours sincerely,


FOR WILLIAM DAVIS LIMITED


JOHN COLEMAN


DEVELOPMENT PLANNER
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