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Deenethorpe Airfield performed a major role 
in the second world war. Its footprint of massive concrete 
runways now marks the landscape. It is a bleak and unlovely 
place with little use as an airfield. Our proposal is to remake 
the whole landscape of over 550 acres and to site within it a 
new village. This brochure describes the concepts  
in this visionary approach.
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The location of Deenethorpe 
Airfield in relation to nearby 
towns.

Map of Deenethorpe Airfield. The shaded area represents the 
site area and boundary. 
PROMAP. (c)Crown Copy 2007. All Rights Reserved. 
License no. 100020449.
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The Site at Deenethorpe Airfield

Site Location 

Deenethorpe Airfield is located east of the A43, 
approximately 5 miles North-East of Corby and 
9 miles from Kettering in Northamptonshire.

Historic Description

The airfield was opened in October 1943 and used by the 
U.S. Army Air Force Bombardment Group. After V-E Day, the 
bombardment group departed from Deenethorpe 
(August 1945). 

Since the war, Deenethorpe has been used as a RAF 
Recruiting Centre, and later for several years the control 
tower was used as a lookout post by the local Royal 
Observer Corps. It was finally reverted to civilian use in 
1963. Part of the old main runway is now used as a private 
airstrip.

Site Description

Deenethorpe Airfield is a brownfield site with a previous 
active use as an airfield and for aircraft related functions. 
It is a predominantly flat plateau, historically dictating the 
location of the airfield. It is essentially covered with wild 
grass with rough tarmac on the runways. The current state 
of the runways indicates that the airfield is not used much. 
A rough vehicular track demarcates the boundary of the 
airfield. A few buildings located to southwest of the site, 
serve the use of the airfield including one that is used for 
storing light aircraft. To the northeast of the airfield, lies 
Home Farm Lodge, a collection of farm buildings. To the 
south east, are located a collection of disused buildings and 
an area used as a parking lot. 

Historical aerial of the airfield 
showing the location of roads and 
various support facilities. 
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