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MATTER D 
(a) Is the strategy for growth focussed on particular identified service centres 
fully consistent with the CSS? 

(b) In the light of CSS policies and the principles of sustainable development 
would it be appropriate to identify other villages as smaller service centres? 

(c)	 Is the categorisation of settlements in Policy 1 the most appropriate? 

1.	 In accordance with the guidance notes, this short additional statement 
addresses key questions (b) and (c) above. It does not introduce 
substantive new evidence beyond the scope of the original representation. 
It addresses both questions together. 

2.	 The scope of our client’s original representation is that Easton on the Hill 
should be identified as a Smaller Service Centre, in its own right or in 
substitution of Nassington, and that two identified land parcels should be 
considered as residential allocations at Easton on the Hill. This would 
necessitate redefinition of the settlement boundary. 

3.	 Our additional statement in response to Matter B addresses the 
fundamental principles of why Easton on the Hill should be categorised as 
a Smaller Service Centre, and draws conclusions as to the soundness of 
the Plan. On the basis of its conclusions, our client’s response to question 
(b) above is affirmative, and to question (c) negative. 

4.	 Within this statement, we provide factual information to back up the 
conclusions under Matter B. This information has been gathered by field 
work undertaken in July 2008. It also includes Warmington. Whilst our 
client does not object to Warmington’s designation as a Smaller Service 
Centre, information was gathered to place all three settlements in context. 

Services and Facilities 
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5.	 Appendix 1 comprises a table listing services and facilities. Within Easton 
on the Hill these include:-

• A shop and post office 

• Cash machine 

• Post boxes 

• Church 

• Cemetery 

• Pre-school 

• Primary school 

• Bus stops 

• Village hall 

• Two pubs 

• Phone box 

• Car repair garage 

• Cricket club 

• Youth club 

• Playing field 

• Sheltered accommodation. 

6.	 In broad terms, this is similar to Nassington, but Easton on the Hill is 
distinguished by its close proximity to the substantial range of job 
opportunities, services and facilities at Stamford. Whilst these are around 
3 km from Easton on the Hill, and therefore in excess of the 2 km 
recognised walking distance in PPG13, Stamford is within normal 
tolerances for cycling. It should also be noted that the railway station, 
giving direct services to Peterborough and Oakham, is on the Easton on 
the Hill side of the town and easily accessible. At Nassington, in order to 
access services and facilities other than those within the village, there are 
two alternatives: the private car or the bus. The journey time by car from 
Easton on the Hill to Stamford is about 2 minutes. In order for Nassington 
residents to access Stamford or Peterborough, a car journey of around 15 
minutes is necessary. The identification of Nassington as a location for 
development does not sit comfortably with policy at all levels that aims to 
create sustainable patterns of development, reduce journey times, and 
encourage people out of their cars. In particular, CSS Policy 4 seeks to 
enhance connections between the rural hinterlands of North 
Northamptonshire and their most accessible service centres. Failing to 
identify Easton on the Hill as a location for development seems perverse 
in this context. 

Bus Services 

7.	 Given that the only alternative to the private car at Nassington is the bus, it 
is appropriate to consider the availability and useability of existing 
services. Timetable information was provided with our original 

WILBRAHAM ASSOCIATES LTD 
www.wilbrahamassociates.co.uk 

2 



RESPONDENT NO. 00150 
MATTER D 

representation, but for the purposes of this additional statement this 
information has been shown on a plan base, to be found at Appendix 2. 

8.	 Analysis of the information provided shows that there is a regular weekday 
service at Easton on the Hill, providing a 10 minute journey to Stamford 
(service no. 180). There is also a more limited weekday service to 
Peterborough. 

9.	 In contrast, the journey time from Nassington to Peterborough varies 
between 35 and 50 minutes, with only a limited number of services during 
the week (3 each way). 

10.	 It is highly unlikely that a resident of Nassington with access to a private 
car would use the bus for journeys to Peterborough. In contrast, with only 
a 10 minute journey and a number of services each way, it is more likely 
that residents of Easton on the Hill would use the bus. 

Conclusion 

11.	 In terms of existing services and facilities within the village, and 
accessibility to wider jobs, services and facilities at nearby centres, there 
is no clear rationale for the identification of Nassington as a Smaller 
Service Centre at the expense of Easton on the Hill. 

12.	 As indicated in our additional statement in relation to Matter B, the relative 
sustainability of the settlements does not appear to have been addressed 
through the evidence base for the Plan, nor has the extent to which 
Easton on the Hill functions in providing services for nearby villages. 

13.	 The Plan fails tests of soundness 6 and 7. 
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