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Rushden Town Council        
Matter 10 – Town Strategies (Policies EN34, EN35, EN39, EN40, EN41, EN42) 
 
ISSUE – Whether the Plan has been positively prepared and whether it is justified, effective 
and consistent with national policy and the JCS in relation to the matter of the town 
strategies and redevelopment sites. 
 
EN34 Reimagining town centres – guiding principles  
Q1. Is it clear to which 6 town centres Policy EN34 applies? Where they are in place is 

Policy EN34 consistent with the relevant NPs?  

RTC Response:  
 

1. No, it is not clear to which 6 town centres Policy EN34 applies. This should be 
clarified in the policy. 

2. We consider the policy to be mostly consistent with the Rushden Neighbourhood 
Plan, however we welcome the Council’s response to understand how the 
Rushden NP has been considered in the preparation of Policy EN34.  

3. As mentioned in our previous Hearing Statements, Rushden Town Council is 
currently prepared a focused update of its Neighbourhood Plan and preparing a 
Design Code for Rushden Town Centre.  

 

Q2.  What are the town centre sites referred to? Are these specific sites or would the 
policy apply to all sites in the relevant town centres?  

RTC Response:  
 

4. This is for NNC to answer. 
 

Q3. What is the purpose of the Policy? Does it provide a clear indication of how a 
decision maker should react to a development proposal or is it a statement of 
intent?  

 
RTC Response:  
 

5. Paragraph 10.10 of the Local Plan explains that “Policy EN34 sets out a framework 
for assessing development opportunities within and around the town centres, as 
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and when these arise. Strategies for each town will also be prepared to provide 
further site specific guidance, where appropriate”.   

6. The policy title is Reimaging Town Centres – guiding principles so it seems like 
more of guidance than a policy. 

 
 
EN35 Splash Pool and Wilkinson site redevelopment, Rushden  
 
Q4.  Is the redevelopment site justified by appropriate available evidence, having 

regard to national policy and local context, including meeting the requirements of 
the JCS and is it effective?  
RTC Response:  
 

7. The Town Council considers this area of the town to have significant opportunities 
for enhancement and development as appropriate through the preparation of 
further evidence and analysis to guide the future of this area and its sites.  

8. As part of its Neighbourhood Plan Update and Design Code for the Town Centre, 
the Town Council has identified this area in its emerging documents as a key area 
of focus and opportunity for the town. Given that significant land ownership by 
North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) and the need for improvement to this part 
of the town, it is important that this area is included within the Local Plan Part 2. 

9. The Town Council is in the process of engaging with NNC, other key stakeholders 
and the local community on the NP Update and Design Code which will provide an 
overall vision for the Town Centre along with key design and development 
guidance and design illustrations. 

10. The redevelopment site (or area), is not identified on the policies map and we 
think that it should be for the sake of clarity and to recognise the importance of 
the site /area. We are supportive of the Council’s approach of using an indicative 
boundary for the site as any detailed boundary needs to be established through 
further technical work, engagement and cooperation with key stakeholders.  

 
 
Q5. Having regard to paragraph 99b of the Framework, is the loss of the leisure 

provision justified?  

RTC Response:  
 

11. It is the Town Council’s understanding that the Splash Pool leisure centre will not 
be a ‘loss’ but that a new leisure facility will be built with a ‘dry sports’ offer 
included. The precise location would need to be subject to future masterplanning. 
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Q6. Have the requirements of the policy been costed or viability tested?  

RTC Response:  
 

12. This is for NNC to answer. 

Q6. Is proposed MM32 required for soundness?  

RTC Response:  
 

13. This is for NNC to answer. 

 
 


