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1. Background 
 

1.1. This hearing statement has been prepared on behalf of Taylor Wimpey UK Limited and BDW 
Trading Limited (“TW and BDW”). 

1.2. TW and BDW control the majority of the land which is covered by Policy EN33 Rushden East 
Sustainable Urban Extension (“the SUE”), in the East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 
(“the Local Plan”). 

1.3. BDW and TW have been involved in the planning for development at the SUE for some 8 
years. 

2. Delivering the Housing Requirement 
 

Question 1.  Does the Plan deliver the housing requirement of the JCS (for 8,400 
dwellings net) and its timescale for delivery? 

2.1. We consider the Local Plan has been prepared to deliver the housing requirement of the 
JCS. 

2.2. In respect of MM21a, under Examination Document reference: EXAM 17, Table 22 Major 
Sites within the Local Plan is proposed to be changed.  For Rushden East the total capacity 
is proposed to be changed from 2,500 dwellings to 2,700 dwellings, the number of dwellings 
in the plan period is proposed to be changed from 1,200 to 1,050 and the delivery beyond 
2031 to be changed from 1,300 to 1,650 dwellings. 

2.3. We consider these proposed changes adequately reflect the position in respect of the SUE.  
We consider this revision accords with paragraphs 35(a), 60 and 73 of the Framework and 
does not raise any strategic environmental assessment considerations. 

2.4. In respect of MM30b, under Examination Document reference: EXAM 17, Table 22 within the 
Local Plan is proposed to be changed.  For Rushden East the proposed change in anticipated 
delivery by 2031 is from 1,200 dwellings to 1,050 dwellings.  That trajectory has been 
determined on the basis of the current policy compliant application scheme and may need to 
be reconsidered in the MFD is adopted as part of the Local Plan 2. This is because the current 
application scheme isn’t compliant with the prescriptions of the MFD and a revised scheme 
would need to be submitted to resolve these inconsistencies. 

2.5. We consider these proposed changes adequately reflect the position in respect of the SUE.  
This is an update on the position since agreement on Examination Document reference: 
EXAM 16, Positional Statement of Issues Arising between the Council and TW and BDW, 
dated October 2021 and signed in November 2021. 

2.6. TW/BDW and the Council hold regular meetings and are in regular contact in respect of the 
projected delivery from the SUE in the context of the LPP2 and the planning application for 
HHGC (application reference: 20/01453/OUT).  
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Question 7. What progress has been made on the Sustainable Urban Extension (SUEs) 
allocated in the JCS and how has this been monitored?  What assumptions have been 
made in relation to delivery rates and are these justified? 

2.7. EXAM 16 states that the Council is proactively engaged with the promoters (developers/ 
landowners) of High Hayden Garden Community which forms the majority of the Rushden 
East Sustainable Urban Extension, under Policy EN33, to ensure that policy obligations are 
deliverable and viable and that they will deliver a sustainable development. 

2.8. Planning application reference: 20/01453/OUT for up to 2,200 dwelling, etc on part of the 
SUE was registered by the Council in November 2020.  TW and BDW are the applicants.  
This part of the SUE is referred to as High Hayden Garden Community.  Positive discussions 
are ongoing in respect of the planning application, including updates to the green 
infrastructure strategy, the development parameter plans and the masterplan.  

2.9. Planning application reference: 21/01124/OUT for up to 500 dwellings etc on part of the SUE 
was registered by the Council in July 2021.  Bowbridge Land Ltd is the applicant.  This part 
of the SUE is referred to as land at Knight’s Farm. 

2.10. Initial Question 8e asked where can clear evidence be found to justify when the housing 
completions on the identified sites would begin? 

2.11. The submitted Local Plan trajectory was based upon the Annual Position Statement for 1 
April 2019. An updated trajectory (1 April 2020) was published in March 2021 and submitted 
as part of the supporting evidence base (ref G-02), which suggests a further reduction of 150 
dwellings from the SUE to the year 2031.  


