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Introduction  

  

Matter 13 – Question 1: Is the Plan’s approach towards 
infrastructure justified, effective and consistent with national 
policy, so as to ensure the timely delivery of the scale and 
distribution of development in the Plan? 

 

  

Matter 13 – Question 2: What are the likely impacts of the proposed 
development on infrastructure, and what specific improvements 
are required or have been proposed? 

 

  

Matter 13 – Question 3: Has the viability of the Plan been tested 
and evidenced? 

 

  

Matter 13 – Question 4: Were viability assessments undertaken 
during the preparation of the Plan in accordance with the relevant 
national guidance? Are the recommendations of any viability 
assessment reflected in the Plan? 

 

  

Matter 13 – Question 5: Does the viability evidence take into 
account the relevant policy requirements arising from the Plan 
and the Core Strategy? 

 

  

Matter 13 – Question 6: Are the policy requirements such that the 
cumulative cost of all relevant policies will not undermine the 
deliverability of the Plan having regard to the types of 
development and sites proposed? 
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1. Introduction 
 

1.1. This statement sets out the Council’s response to Matter 13: Infrastructure and 
Viability, questions 1 - 6, in respect of the following issue(s): 
 

• Whether the Plan is positively prepared and justified, effective and consistent 
with national policy and the JCS in relation to infrastructure and viability. 
 

1.2. The statement also addresses any representations which the Council 
considers are of particular significance or concern, where this is the case the 
relevant respondent number and comment id are provided. 
 

1.3. All documents referred to in this statement are either hyperlinked, or refer to 
specific references contained in the Index of Submission Documents which 
can be accessed as follows: 

 
1.4. https://www.east-

northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12227/index_of_evidence_base_and
_supporting_documents 
 

 
2. Matter 13 – Question 1: Is the Plan’s approach towards infrastructure 

justified, effective and consistent with national policy, so as to ensure the 
timely delivery of the scale and distribution of development in the Plan? 
 
2.1. The approach to Infrastructure set out in section 11 of the Pre-Submission 

Draft East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 is justified, effective and 
consistent with national policy and will ensure the timely delivery of the scale 
and distribution of development in the Plan.  
 

2.2. Paragraph 20 of the NPPF requires strategic policies to make sufficient 
provision for infrastructure, this includes transport, telecommunications, 
security, waste management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and costal 
management, and the provision of minerals and energy and for community 
facilities, such as health, education and cultural infrastructure. Paragraph 28 
of the NPPF sets out that non-strategic policies should be uses to set out more 
detailed policies for specific areas including the provision of infrastructure and 
community facilities at a local level. 

 
2.3. Policy 10 of the JCS provides strategic policy on delivering infrastructure. This 

supports the delivery of the strategic infrastructure identified in the North 
Northamptonshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) (document reference B-
07). The Local Plan Part 2 is supported by the strategic infrastructure identified 
in the IDP together with additional local infrastructure identified in the East 
Northamptonshire Local Infrastructure Plan (LIP) (document reference B-09). 

 
2.4. The LIP provides evidence on what infrastructure is required to support 

development proposed in the Local Plan Part 2 up to 2031 and identifies an 
infrastructure delivery plan/ programme which will provide an integrated 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12227/index_of_evidence_base_and_supporting_documents
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12227/index_of_evidence_base_and_supporting_documents
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12227/index_of_evidence_base_and_supporting_documents
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12133/local_plan_part_2_pre-submission_draft_-_regulation_19_consultation
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12133/local_plan_part_2_pre-submission_draft_-_regulation_19_consultation
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1035/idp_updated_aug_2017.pdf
http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/site/assets/files/1035/idp_updated_aug_2017.pdf
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12114/east_northamptonshire_local_infrastructure_plan
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/12114/east_northamptonshire_local_infrastructure_plan
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approach to future investments and a basis to seek developer contributions. 
The LIP identifies amendments and updates to infrastructure projects identified 
in the most recent IDP (2017) and identifies potential new infrastructure needs 
which have arisen. The LIP forms an addendum to the IDP and will be updated 
on a regular basis to address changes in infrastructure provision. 

 
2.5. The approach set out in the Local Plan Part 2 and the IDP and LIP will ensure 

that the plan is supported by appropriate infrastructure and delivered in a timely 
manner. 

 
3. Matter 13 – Question 2: What are the likely impacts of the proposed 

development on infrastructure, and what specific improvements are required 
or have been proposed? 

 
3.1. The likely impacts of the proposed development on infrastructure are set out 

in the LIP. This has been prepared through ongoing liaison with stakeholders. 
Sections 7 to 18 of the LIP consider infrastructure requirements under the 
following headings: Transport, Education, Health, Green Infrastructure, Social 
and Cultural Infrastructure, Emergency Services, Utility Services and Energy, 
Water Supply and Treatment, Water and Flood Management, Business Space 
and Telecommunications. Schedules are provided within these sections 
setting out infrastructure projects, the reasons they are needed, lead bodies 
phasing, estimated costs, funding and funding sources. 

  
4. Matter 13 – Question 3: Has the viability of the Plan been tested and 

evidenced? 
 
4.1. The viability of the Plan has been tested and evidence. The East 

Northamptonshire Local Plan Viability Assessment (January 2021), document 
reference B-13, was submitted with the Plan. This report tested the ability of 
developments in East Northamptonshire to accommodate emerging policies in 
the Local Plan Part 2 alongside policies in the adopted JCS. 
 

4.2. The Viability Assessment assesses the viability of development typologies 
representing the types of development that are expected to come forward over 
the plan period to test the impact of emerging policies. 

 
5. Matter 13 – Question 4: Were viability assessments undertaken during the 

preparation of the Plan in accordance with the relevant national guidance? 
Are the recommendations of any viability assessment reflected in the Plan? 
 
5.1. The Viability Assessment was undertaken in accordance with the relevant 

national guidance. Paragraph 1.2 of the Viability Assessment confirms that the 
study takes account of the impact of the Council’s planning requirements in 
line with the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework, the 
National Planning Practice Guidance and the Local Housing Delivery Group 
guidance ‘Viability Testing Local Plans: Advice for planning practitioners. 
Paragraphs 2.30 to 2.45 of the Viability Assessment set out the National Policy 
Context. Throughout the Viability Assessment references are made to the 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/11982/east_northamptonshire_local_plan_viability_assessment_bnp_paribas_july_2020
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/11982/east_northamptonshire_local_plan_viability_assessment_bnp_paribas_july_2020
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requirements of the NPPF and PPG demonstrating that the assessments have 
been undertaken in accordance with national guidance. 
 

5.2. The conclusions and recommendations of the Viability Assessment are set out 
in Section 7. In relation to Housing for Older People the report recommends 
that the Council may need to apply a flexible approach to the form of older 
persons housing where viability issues are already present, including on 
Sustainable Urban Extensions. Paragraph 8.73 of the Plan clarifies that in 
determining the appropriate proportion of provision the Council will have regard 
to evidence of local need, the scale and location of the site and the viability of 
development. However proposed MM30 seeks to incorporate flexibility into 
Policy EN31. 

 
6. Matter 13 – Question 5: Does the viability evidence take into account the 

relevant policy requirements arising from the Plan and the Core Strategy? 
 
6.1. The viability evidence does take into account the relevant policy requirements 

arising from the Plan and the JCS. Paragraph 3.1 of the Viability Assessment 
confirms that the study tests the Council’s emerging planning policy 
requirements alongside adopted policies.  

 
7. Matter 13 – Question 6: Are the policy requirements such that the cumulative 

cost of all relevant policies will not undermine the deliverability of the Plan 
having regard to the types of development and sites proposed? 
 
7.1. The cumulative cost of all relevant policies will not undermine the deliverability 

of the Plan having regard to the types of development and sites proposed. The 
appraisals set out in the Viability Assessment have had regard to the 
cumulative impact of other plan policies. The final bullet point under paragraph 
7.3 of the Viability Assessment confirms that in all cases the proposed Local 
Plan Part 2 policy obligations have marginal cumulative impact on viability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


