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1. Background 
 

1.1. This hearing statement has been prepared on behalf of Taylor Wimpey UK Limited and BDW 
Trading Limited (“TW and BDW”). 

1.2. TW and BDW control the majority of the land which is covered by Policy EN33 Rushden East 
Sustainable Urban Extension (“the SUE”), in the East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 
(“the Local Plan”). 

1.3. BDW and TW have been involved in the planning for development at the SUE for some 8 
years. 

2. Natural Capital 
 

EN8 The greenway 

Question 7.  Is Policy EN8 relating to the greenway consistent with the JCS and the 
Framework? 

2.1. The JCS identifies the North Northamptonshire Greenway route which aims to provide a 
strategic cycling and walking route between Northampton and Peterborough and across the 
river valley of the Nene. 

2.2. Policy 33 of the JCS states under Limb f) that a permeable and well-connected grid of streets 
and new links will connect with the wider Greenway network. 

2.3. Policy EN8 includes the aim to provide fully integrated connections along the Nene Valley; 
linking Wellingborough, Peterborough and Rockingham Forest. This will be achieved via 
development or through mechanisms such as developer contributions and additional funding 
streams where appropriate. 

2.4. The Local Plan Policies Map for Rushden and Higham Ferrers includes a black dashed line 
around and partly within Rushden and Higham Ferrers.  To the east this travels in part through 
the area of land identified as Rushden East.   

2.5. The key states that the black dashed line identifies aspirational connections.  The Council’s 
response to IQ 12c and d identifies proposed modifications including clarification the 
aspirational connections are within the areas delineated by the black dashed lines and hence 
not along the route of the black dashed line.  We support this proposed modification. 

2.6. The key for Rushden East incorrectly identifies Policy EN23 which should be Policy EN33 
and hence this requires an amendment. 

2.7. The SUE has been masterplanned to include green and blue infrastructure and footpath and 
cycle connections within the SUE and connection points to land adjoining the SUE, including 
the greenway.  The green infrastructure strategy includes a proposed central ‘greenway’ 
connection cycleway planned through the central green corridor to link the SUE with the 
Greenway at John Clark Way. 
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2.8. We consider it is appropriate for the black dashed line to be seen as indicative with the detail 
of the connection routes to be contained within the development framework for the SUE. 

2.9. We consider the provision of connections to the greenway through development, developer 
contributions or additional funding streams is appropriate and consistent with the JCS and 
the Framework.  In respect of the SUE we consider the mechanism is a development 
framework plan which provides for connections within the SUE and connection points to land 
adjoining the SUE. 

EN10 Enhancement and provision of open space 

Question 18. Is Policy EN10 regarding the enhancement and provision of open space 
consistent with the JCS and the Framework? 

2.10. Policy EN10 states that Rushden East SUE will have its own bespoke open space, sport and 
recreation facilities which will be agreed in accordance with Policy EN33, via the Masterplan 
Framework Document for that development.  This is contained at Appendix 6. 

2.11. The masterplan framework for the SUE includes open space provision of different types as 
part of a comprehensive green and blue infrastructure strategy for the SUE.  This includes 
footway and cycleway provision within the SUE and to land adjoining the SUE and it includes 
land for a suitable alternative natural greenspace (SANG).  This addresses the requirement 
under policy 33 of the JCS for appropriate green space, and other mitigation measures as 
may be required to mitigate impacts on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection 
Area, including the provision of a new and attractive destination open space. 

2.12. There is consensus between the Council and TW and BDW that the masterplanning for High 
Hayden Garden Community, being part of the SUE under the planning application reference:  
20/01453/OUT, is consistent with the masterplan framework within Appendix 6. 

2.13. Limb g) under Policy 33 of the JCS states that appropriate green space, and other mitigation 
measures as may be required to mitigate impacts on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits 
Special Protection Area, This should include the provision of a new and attractive destination 
open space.  The JCS having been adopted following assessment against the Framework 
among other matters. 

2.14. In this respect we consider Policy EN10 is consistent with the JCS and the Framework.  

EN11 Enhancement and provision of sport and recreation facilities 

Question 25. Is Policy EN11 regarding the enhancement and provision of sport and 
recreation facilities consistent with the JCS and the Framework? 

2.15. In part Policy EN11 states that new strategic development for employment and housing will 
be required to contribute to the provision of playing pitches to meet the need arising from the 
development. Preference will be to meet that need through new onsite provision, though off-
site provision and enhancement of existing facilities will be considered, where a need for such 
an approach can be fully justified.  Playing pitches, sports or recreational facilities will be 
provided for strategic development, in accordance with the accessibility standards set out in 
Table 7 in the Local Plan. 

2.16. In respect of the Rushden East SUE, the masterplan framework includes provision for sport 
and recreation facilities for example outdoor sports facilities, SANG and options for a town 
park, all set within a wider green and blue infrastructure strategy. 
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2.17. There is consensus between the Council and TW and BDW that the masterplanning for High 
Hayden Garden Community, being part of the SUE under the planning application reference:  
20/01453/OUT, is consistent with the masterplan framework within Appendix 6. 

2.18. For the reasons given to the above question, we consider Policy EN11 is consistent with the 
JCS and the Framework.   

 


