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This Hearing Statement is submitted on behalf of Bellway Homes Limited and supports 

representations submitted to the Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan Part 2 Consultation, 

February 2021.  

 

Spatial development strategy 
 

4) What context does the JCS provide in terms of the distribution of 

development in East Northamptonshire? Is the proposed distribution of 

development in Policy EN1 in accordance with the JCS and sustainable 

development principles?  

 

1.1. As an adopted development plan document, the JCS has been found sound and 

therefore is consistent with national policy and the principles of sustainable 

development it contains.   

 

1.2. As set out in our representations to Policy EN1, the distribution of development in 

East Northamptonshire is guided by the JCS and specifically Policy 29.  This 

requires a strong focus at the Growth Towns as the most sustainable locations for 

development.  It states: 

 

Where necessary to maintain a deliverable 5 year supply of housing sites for a 

district/borough, the relevant local planning authority will identify additional 

sources of housing at the Growth Town, followed if necessary and relevant by the 

Market Towns within that district/borough. 

 

1.3. Paragraph 9.17 of the JCS further explains that: 

 

If the SUEs and other sites are not developed quickly enough to maintain a 

deliverable 5 year supply of housing land against the requirements set out in Policy 

28, the local planning authorities will identify additional sources of housing, with 

the priority being the Growth Towns and Market Towns. Additional sites should be 

capable of quick delivery, make appropriate contributions to infrastructure and 

help to deliver the place shaping principles set out in Table 2. 
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1.4. In a context such as this Plan where additional sources of housing are necessary 

to meet the requirement and maintain a 5 year supply during the Plan period, 

Policy EN1 is entirely consistent with Policy 29 in seeking to first identify additional 

housing at Rushden as this is the only Growth Town in East Northamptonshire.  It 

is only if additional sources of housing cannot be found at Rushden, should 

consideration be given to lower order settlements within the hierarchy. 

 

1.5. Having identified a suitable source of housing at land east of the A6/Bedford Road, 

which is capable of quick delivery, the proposed distribution in Policy EN1 fully 

accords with the JCS and sustainable development principles.  

 

Site selection 

 

6) Was the methodology used to assess and select the proposed site 

allocations appropriate? Were reasonable alternatives considered and 

tested? Are the reasons for selecting the preferred sites and rejecting others 

clear and where is this set out? 

   

1.6. Yes, the methodology used in the site selection process was appropriate and 

based on proportionate evidence.  Reasonable alternatives were considered and 

tested, and the reasons given are set out in the background papers. 
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