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SITE SPECIFIC MATTERS 1: 
Rural Areas – Site specific 
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alternative sites – 

Do the sites allocated in the Plan in a particular settlement 
represent the most sustainable choice of sites; if not, why not and 
in what way would the allocation of alternative sites be a more 
sustainable option? 
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1. Introduction 

1.1	 This statement addresses the site specific concerns relating to specific allocated sites 

in the Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan (RNOTP), together with specified 

alternative development proposals for villages, identified in the “Statement of Site 

Allocation Representations” (DOC1002). 

1.2	 This statement should be read with reference to individual representations (DOC901). 

It sets out the Council’s responses, with reference to those sites identified on the List 

of Matters and Key Questions (DOC810). This statement cross references to the 

relevant documents, rather than reciting their content, in order to keep it brief in 

accordance with the guidance from the Inspector. 

1.3	 It should be noted that supporting text in the RNOTP document sets out the rationale 

behind Plan policies, including references to the evidence base which supports the 

stated approach. This statement will provide additional clarification, as necessary. 

1.4	 The references to “tests of soundness” throughout this statement refer to numbers of 

the tests of soundness in the September 2004 (now superseded) version of PPS12 

(DOC111), wherever these have been identified. This approach was agreed with the 

Inspector at the Pre Examination Meeting on 26 June 2008 (DOC809). 

Key issues regarding site specific proposals, relating to particular sites 

identified by the Inspector in the List of Matters and Key Questions 

1.5	 This statement addresses the site specific concerns in relation to the Brigstock Camp 

(BC1) and Deenethorpe Airfield (DA1) policies. Issues relating to the alternative 

development sites in Warmington and the Network Villages are also addressed. 
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2. SSM1 (m-n) – Brigstock Camp (BC1) and Deenethorpe 

Airfield (DA1) 

2.1	 Representations were submitted on behalf of Care Principles (00072) and Brudenell 

Estates (02741) concerning the RNOTP policies for Brigstock Camp (BC1) and 

Deenethorpe Airfield (DA1) respectively. In both cases these related to the scope of 

acceptable uses set out in the RNOTP policies, both respondents stating that the 

policies (BC1 or DA1) are insufficiently flexible (test of soundness 9). 

ENC Response 

2.2	 With regard to Brigstock Camp, Care Principles argues that RNOTP Policy BC1 

should recognise the appeal decision in favour of developing a medium secure 

hospital on site. The Council does not share this view and the Policy was included in 

the RNOTP in order to specifically set out the preferred usage for the site. Reference 

is also made to the Council’s initial response to GOEM on these matters (DOC905, 

para 3.36-3.38). 

2.3	 Other representations from the CPRE (00043), Brigstock Parish Council (00263) and J 

Fitton (02765) concern the details in Policy BC1. The Council shares the concerns of 

the CPRE about the location of the Brigstock Camp site. However, the suggested 

inclusion of additional detail, as suggested by Fitton is unnecessary, as any proposal 

for the site would need to be considered against PPS7. 

2.4	 The CPRE and Parish Council both raise concerns about the extent of the allocated 

site, which reflects the area of the Care Principles’ planning permission for the site, 

which includes some greenfield land. If the Inspector deems it appropriate, the 

Council would have no concerns about reducing the extent of the allocated site shown 

on the RNOTP Proposals Map to cover the brownfield part of the site, as shown on 

the 1996 Local Plan Proposals Map (DOC210, Inset 7A). 
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2.5	 The Council’s response, concerning the proposal by Brudenell Estates to allocate the 

Deenethorpe Airfield site as a Protected Employment Area (RNOTP Policy 23) is set 

out in the Matter F(c) Statement. The Council does not accept that Policy DA1 is 

insufficiently flexible with respect to the future role of Deenethorpe Airfield. The policy 

recognises that the Airfield is an established operation but wishes to avoid 

intensification of current activity, given that this use and its location are not considered 

sustainable. Other proposals for the site would be considered against PPS7, given 

Deenethorpe Airfield’s open countryside location. 

2.6	 Both sites are situated in the open countryside, some distance from any established 

settlements. It was decided to set separate policies for both Brigstock Camp and 

Deenethorpe Airfield, in order to address the unique situation relating to each site. In 

considering the argument that policies BC1 and DA1 are insufficiently flexible, it 

should be noted that in both cases, any development proposals will need to be 

assessed against PPS7, in the first instance. Both policies are not contrary to PPS7; 

instead they provide a local interpretation in order to address particular local 

circumstances. 

Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston Plan Examination – August 2008 
Site Specific Matters 1: Rural Areas 

5 



1/00000/ENC/Doc22-Doc28 

3. SSM1 (p-t) – Alternative site proposals – Warmington and 

the Network Villages 

3.1 Various alternative sites were put forward in many villages in the rural area 

(DOC1002). Of these, only a small number (around 10 different sites) were 

accompanied by substantial supporting evidence (DOC903, section 4). 

ENC Response 

3.2	 With regard to the Stamford Lane, Warmington site; the Council’s responses are set 

out in the Matter I and Matter K Statements. In response to other alternative site 

proposals in the Network Villages – Islip, Lutton and Woodford – none of these are 

considered to be suitable, as none of these villages performs a service centre role. 

The Council’s detailed response regarding these matters is set out in the Matter D 

Statement. It is reiterated that the allocation of land for development in villages other 

than the defined service centres (RNOTP Policy 1) would be contrary to the settlement 

strategy in the adopted CSS (DOC259, Policy 1). 
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4. Conclusions 

4.1	 In considering the site specific policies for Brigstock Camp (BC1) and Deenethorpe 

Airfield (DA1), both were prepared to address particular concerns about the possible 

future of these sites. It is emphasised that any alternative development proposals for 

these sites would need to be considered alongside PPS7. 

4.2	 Regarding development proposals outside the established service centres, none are 

considered appropriate, given the status of these villages in the adopted CSS 

(DOC259, Policy 1) and the RNOTP. 
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