
Personal Details Agents Details (if applicable) 
Organisation 
Name: 
 

The Wildlife Trust for 
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & 
Northamptonshire 

Organisation 
Name: 
 

n/a 

 
Are you responding, 
to object to, or in 
support of the Plan? 

  To which statutory requirement 
does your response relate? 

  If your response is about the Plan’s 
“soundness”, to which of the 
soundness tests does it relate? 

 

Object   
 

 1) Legal compliance 
 

 
 

 a) Positively prepared 
 

 
 

   2) Compliance with the Duty 
to Cooperate 

 
 

 b) Justified 
 

 
 

Support  
X 

 3) Soundness 
 

 
X 

 c) Effective  
 

 
 

      d) Consistent with national policy 
 

 
X 

 
Please provide details about what part/ parts of the Local Plan your representation relates (as 
appropriate) 
Section/ Chapter   Policy/ paragraph   Policies Map  

Number/ reference 8  Number/ reference 8.42-8.46  Number/ reference  

Heading Housing 
Delivery 

 

 Heading   Heading  

 
Statement 

How does the Plan, section, or policy/ paragraph meet, or fail to meet, the relevant statutory requirements 
[(1)-(3), above] and/ or soundness test [(a) – (d), above]? 
Land west of Rushden Lakes and the allocation of an alternative site (Policy EN28: Land east of the A6/Bedford 
Road, Rushden. 

We are pleased to see that the previously proposed allocation to the west of Rushden Lakes is no longer included 
in the Local Plan Part 2.  During previous consultations, along with Natural England, we had objected to this 
proposal because of the impact it would have on the adjacent land which is recognised for its importance to wildlife.  
Paragraphs 8.42-8.46 mention concerns regarding the impact that further development at Rushden Lakes would 
have on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits Special Protection Area (SPA).  We would also wish, however, to 
highlight that a wider area and suite of habitats and species have been designated for their importance at Rushden 
Lakes which includes the Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Ramsar site and Local Wildlife Site.   

In response to concerns, this version of the Part 2 Local Plan allocates a different site in Policy EN28 on the land 
east of the A6/Bedford Road, Rushden.  The Policy includes the requirement to provide sufficient greenspace for 
new residents (linked to other developments in the vicinity), along with the need to achieve a net gain in biodiversity 
and enhance the Rushden to Souldrop green infrastructure corridor. 

 

For an objection, how could the Plan, section, or policy/ paragraph be amended in order to meet 
the stated statutory requirement and/ or soundness test? 

 


