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Are you responding, 
to object to, or in 
support of the Plan? 

  To which statutory requirement 
does your response relate? 

  If your response is about the Plan’s 
“soundness”, to which of the 
soundness tests does it relate? 

 

Object   
 

 1) Legal compliance 
 

 
 

 a) Positively prepared 
 

 
 

   2) Compliance with the Duty 
to Cooperate 

 
 

 b) Justified 
 

 
 

Support  
X 

 3) Soundness 
 

 
X 

 c) Effective  
 

 
 

      d) Consistent with national policy 
 

 
X 

 
Please provide details about what part/ parts of the Local Plan your representation relates (as 
appropriate) 
Section/ Chapter   Policy/ paragraph   Policies Map  

Number/ reference 6  Number/ reference EN14  Number/ reference  

Heading Social 
capital 

 Heading Designated 
Heritage 
Assets 

 Heading  

 
Statement 

How does the Plan, section, or policy/ paragraph meet, or fail to meet, the relevant statutory requirements 
[(1)-(3), above] and/ or soundness test [(a) – (d), above]? 
EN14: In that the Plan takes account of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) with regard to Statutory 
Designations (Registered Historic Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in England, Scheduled 
Monuments and Conservation Area designations) for the protection of the historic environment and Heritage 
Assets it is consistent with national policy. In this The Northamptonshire Gardens Trust strongly supports this policy 
within the draft Local PLan. 

EN15: In that the Plan takes account of the National PLanning Policy Framework (NPPF) with regard to un-
designated Heritage Assets and the preparation of Local Lists the Plan is consistent with national policy. In this The 
Northamptonshire Gardens Trust strongly supports this policy within the draft Local Plan. 

 

For an objection, how could the Plan, section, or policy/ paragraph be amended in order to meet 
the stated statutory requirement and/ or soundness test? 
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Dear Sir/Madam,  

         19
th

 March 2021 

 

RE: East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2: Pre-Submission Draft (February 2021) 
 

Thank you for consulting The Gardens Trust (GT) in its role as Statutory Consultee with regard to 

the above pre-submission draft Local Plan which sets out Policies for development affecting sites 

listed by Historic England (HE) on their Register of Historic Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 

Interest in England . The Northamptonshire Gardens Trust (NGT) is a member organisation of the 

GT and works in partnership with it in respect of the protection and conservation of historic designed 

landscapes. (NGT’s remit includes private and public parks and gardens, municipal cemeteries, war 

memorials and other green designed landscapes of historic interest.)  

 

NGT is pleased to have had the opportunity to respond to this pre-submission draft on behalf of GT 

and has the following observations to make: 

 

Soundness Test: NGT broadly supports the policies as set out in the draft East Northamptonshire 

Local Plan, Part 2, and considers that in relation to the protection and conservation of our designed 

historic landscapes all four “soundness” criteria as set out on p.13 of The Plan may be applicable ie.  

a) Positively prepared, b) Justified, c) Effective and d) Consistent with national policy. 

 

 

Policy EN9: Designation of Local Green Space 

 

 NGT supports the designation of Local Green Space (LGS) through Neighbourhood Plans 

where local value can be demonstrated by ii) archaeological or historical interest.  

 

 Where LGS designation affects a historic park or garden (or part of) this should be 

implemented in a manner which does not compromise its surviving original historic remains, 

its character or its setting.  

 

 Sensitive and appropriate improvements to LGS which enhance surviving original historic 

remains, character and/or setting would be supported by NGT. 
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Policy EN14: Designated Heritage Assets 

 

 NGT strongly supports East Northamptonshire’s provision for designated Heritage Assets 

within its draft Local Plan (Part 2). 

 

 Registered Historic Parks and Gardens in the area of East Northamptonshire: statutory 

protection is provided for these within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and 

any proposals affecting these heritage assets, their character or their setting must be referred 

to the conservation team of GT in its role as a statutory consultee (see Appendix below for 

contact details). 

  

 NGT supports the inclusion of Scheduled Monuments (SMs) within the draft Local Plan. 

Several of these within the area of East Northamptonshire coincide with Registered Historic 

Parks and Gardens which must be picked up during the planning process (as above). 

However there are additional SMs (several of which mention gardens in their title), which 

include garden remains of concern to NGT and any proposals affecting these heritage assets, 

their character or their setting should be referred to the conservation team of NGT for 

consideration in the planning process (see Appendix below for contact details). 

 

 NGT welcomes the designation and/or review of Conservation Area status as a means of 

protecting important historic designed landscapes where more specific designation has not 

been considered as appropriate (ie. the site does not warrant designation by HE as either a 

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens or as an SM). 

 

Policy EN15: Non-Designated Heritage Assets  
 

 NGT strongly supports East Northamptonshire’s policy of adopting Local Lists as a means of 

protecting non-designated Heritage Assets. 

 

 In the 1990s a partnership project between HE, Northamptonshire County Council’s Heritage 

team and NGT was undertaken as part of a national review of the Register of Historic Parks 

and Gardens. This was conducted as a rapid desk-based survey to identify, map and assess as 

many designed historic landscapes within the county as possible, the results of which were 

put onto the county’s Historic Environment Record (HER). Consequently several landscapes 

were designated and added to the Register.  

 

 NGT held valuable consultation with local authority Conservation Officers as part of the 

project above in respect of the remaining un-registered designed landscapes prior to 

distribution of provisional Local Lists of parks and gardens to the relevant district/borough 

councils. 
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 NGT would welcome the opportunity to re-engage with Conservation Officers regarding the 

preparation of Local Lists for parks and gardens. The Trust is committed to reviewing its now 

outdated provisional Local List and is eager to assist East Northamptonshire with its 

definition of appropriate candidates for Local Listing as set out in Policy EN15 (and with 

reference to HE Advice Note 7, Jan 2021). 

 

 NGT strongly supports the creation of Statements of Significance for individual designed 

landscapes of local importance which fall within its remit, and is able and willing to support 

the NPPF and EN15 further by assisting with their preparation. 

 

 NGT is also mindful of the individual town and village Local/Neighbourhood Plans which 

underpin this draft Local Plan and believe that policies EN14 and EN15 can assist in their 

vision and implementation with due respect to the historic environment. 

 

In summary, NGT is pleased to acknowledge incorporation of the appropriate policies with regard to 

protection and conservation of the designed historic landscape within the draft Local Plan (Part 2). 

Furthermore, it also welcomes the proactive approach of East Northamptonshire towards landscape 

and design policies which will address the important inter-relationship with the built and natural 

environment, both of which take a significant role within historic parks and gardens and their setting. 

NGT looks forward to providing assistance to East Northamptonshire in the implementation of its 

Local Plan policies. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

     

Conservation Committee Co-Ordinator   Secretary 

Northamptonshire Gardens Trust    Northamptonshire Gardens Trust 

 

 

Appendix 1: Contact details 

 

The Gardens Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


