
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

19th March 2021 
Via email: planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
 
Dear Planning Policy, 
 
Regulation 19 Consultation, East Northamptonshire Council Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan 
Part 2  
 
I write on behalf of the landowners of Millers Field on Benefield Road in Oundle, in response to 
the Regulation 19 consultation on the Draft Local Plan Part 2. 
 
1. Policy EN32 and Supporting Text 
 
The NPPF has a specific focus on sustainable development, and in particular “supporting strong, 
vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the supply of housing required to meet the needs of 
present and future generations”. Further, housing is specifically covered in the NPPF at Section 4, 
where the aim is to boost significantly the supply of housing, deliver a wide choice of high 
quality homes, widen opportunities for home ownership and create sustainable, inclusive and 
mixed communities.  
 
It is unfortunate that nowhere in the Draft Local Plan Part 2 document is there any reference to 
community-led housing. We believe that this is a significant oversight. Community-led housing 
can often be a force-for-good and an invaluable driver of housing delivery with benefits far 
beyond solely delivering housing numbers. 
 
At TOWN, we’re passionate about delivering community-led housing projects having seen first-
hand the wide-ranging benefits it can promote through our work with Cambridge Cohousing on 
Marmalade Lane. These benefits have been widely recognised by the industry through awards 
from the RTPI, RICS and RIBA and beyond. However, the benefits of the scheme are felt far 
more in a number of different ways, for example by residents of the scheme who enjoyed an 
active, co-design process and those in the surrounding area who have benefitted from the 
Group’s litter picking mornings. 
 
We’d encourage East Northamptonshire to reconsider this omission, and include references to 
community-led housing within Policy EN32 and its supporting text. 
 
2. Infill or Windfall Sites 
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The Draft Local Plan 2 relies, as it should, on the delivery of large strategic sites to meet the 
housing need of the region. Nonetheless, and as part of our work with the landowners of Millers 
Field, Oundle – a site suitable for delivery of c. 32 homes – we’d like to highlight the ability of 
windfall sites to deliver much-need housing at a faster rate than these larger strategic sites. 
 
We’ve set out the definition of the ‘Infill or Windfall Sites’ from the draft plan below:  
 
Smaller scale, minor development proposals, typically up to 5 dwellings for rural or 10 dwellings 
for urban areas, which take place within the existing built up area, as defined by policies EN2- 
EN4 and/ or a defined settlement boundary in a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
We believe that this tight definition is unhelpful and we consider not conducive to bringing 
forward sites like Millers Field, which is ‘too small’ to be allocated in the draft local plan but too 
big to be an infill or windfall site. As the NPPF encourages, the delivery of a wide variety of sizes 
and types of site is necessary to provide choice and diversity of housing. 
 
We trust that these changes will assist in ensuring that the Plan provides greater concordance 
with national policy and as such will enable it to be found sound. 
 
Yours sincerely 

TOWN 

 


