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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Consultation on the Final Draft East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) 
 
Highways England welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Final Draft East 
Northamptonshire LPP2 which covers the period of 2011 to 2031. We note that the 
document sets out a vision for East Northamptonshire, building on the proposals and 
land use allocations as set out in the Joint Core Strategy. Once adopted, it will form 
part of the statutory development plan for East Northamptonshire, providing local 
policy guidance for future planning applications submitted within the District. 
 
Highways England has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Transport as 
strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015 and is 
the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road 
Network (SRN). It is our role to maintain the safe and efficient operation of the SRN 
whilst acting as a delivery partner to national economic growth. In relation to the East 
Northamptonshire LPP2, Highways England’s principal interest is safeguarding the 
operation of the A14 and the A45 which route through the Plan area. The A47 which 
is located within Highways England’s Area 6, is also located to the immediate north 
east of the East Northamptonshire boundary. 
 
We acknowledge that the Plan is required to be in conformity with the strategic policies 
and proposals set out in the Local Plan Part 1 North Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy (JCS) and that it will build on and provide detail to the framework for growth 
provided. This is set out in this document. 
 
Highways England previously responded to a consultation for the Pre-submission 
version of the East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) in December 2018. 
 
 

mailto:planningpolicy@eastnorthamptonshire.gov.uk


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 

Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 

 

The JCS sets out an overall requirement for net growth of 7,200 jobs and a housing 
allocation of 8,400 dwellings to come forward during the period 2011-2031. We note 
that the LPP2 identifies the delivery of 7,580 dwellings and 10,582 jobs within the plan 
period. 
 
As previously noted, no additional sites have been allocated for the residual housing 
growth. We therefore advise that any further development coming forward is 
appropriately assessed as part the development management process. 
 
We note some changes to the housing allocations set out within the LPP2. Namely, 
the allocation for Rushden East SUE has been reduced from 1,300 to 1,200 dwellings. 
Furthermore, the residual requirement for housing to be delivered for Irthlingborough 
has reduced from 368 to 325 dwellings, for Rushden it has increased from 113 to 306 
dwellings and for Oundle it has increased from 172 to 176 dwellings. 
 
With regard to the number of jobs we note that during the second half of the Plan 
period (2021-2031) a number of strategic employment sites will be coming forward. Of 
greatest interest to Highways England are Rushden Gateway (500 jobs), Rushden 
East (up to 1,500 jobs by 2031), Irthlingborough West (950 jobs) and the Former 
Rushden & Diamond FC stadium site (300 jobs) due to their proximity to the SRN. 
Furthermore, we understand that additional potential economic opportunities may be 
identified in and around Rushden Lakes and Stanton Cross.  
 
Based on the above, approximately 2,000 dwellings and 3,250 jobs are to be delivered 
in close proximity to the SRN in East Northamptonshire. Highways England is currently 
undertaking a study on the impacts of growth in the Rushden area which has identified 
capacity issues at the A45 Skewbridge roundabout. The study is expected to conclude 
that issues at this junction are likely to be exacerbated as a result of proposed growth. 
We would therefore welcome further detail on the expected cumulative impacts of 
these developments on the SRN as part of the transport evidence base for the LPP2.  
 
In addition, the LPP2 notes that there is a long-term economic vision for the South 
East Midlands area for the first half of the twenty-first century and that if the North 
Northamptonshire Growth Deal bid is successful, there could be a step change 
requirement for new employment opportunities linked to the acceleration of housing 
growth across the district and the rest of North Northamptonshire. We understand that 
job growth beyond 2031 will be reviewed within the JCS. 
 
The LPP2 identifies several key infrastructure projects including the following SRN 
improvement schemes: A45/A6 Chowns Mill roundabout improvements and A45 
Stanwick to Thrapston dualling. The Chowns Mill improvements are currently 
underway.  There is also an improvement scheme at A47 Wansford to Sutton located 
just outside the district.  
 
We would welcome further discussions with East Northamptonshire Council to 
discuss the transport evidence base.  
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We have no further comments to provide and trust that the above is useful in the 
progression of the East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

 
Assistant Spatial Planner 
Email:  


