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This form may be photocopied, or further printed copies can also be obtained from the Council, 
upon request. Please return by 4:30pm on Friday, 19th March 2021. 

 
This form can be returned by e-mail to planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk or by post to the 
Planning Policy Team, East Northamptonshire Council, Cedar Drive, Thrapston, Kettering.  NN14 4LZ. 
Email is the Council’s preferred method of receiving comments, as it will help us to handle your 
representation quickly and efficiently. 

East Northamptonshire Council will take into account all comments made, after the close of the 
consultation. For further information about how East Northamptonshire Council uses your personal data, 
including your rights as a data subject, please see our Privacy Policy on the website. If you are unhappy 
with the use of your personal data or for further information please contact the council’s Data Protection 
Officer. 
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The Publication Local Plan Part 2 consultation 

The Local Plan Part 2 will be assessed by an independently appointed Planning Inspector in accordance 
with three statutory criteria: 

1. Legal compliance – 2012 Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012, as amended; 2004 Environmental Assessment Regulations; 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017; and/ or Human Rights/ equalities 
legislation 

2. Compliance with the statutory Duty to Cooperate – 2011 Localism Act, Section 110; and/ 
or 

3. Soundness. 

The Corporation of Oundle
School

Berrys



 

This is to establish that it has been prepared in accordance with the relevant legal and procedural 
requirements.  The Local Plan is deemed ‘sound’ if it can be satisfactorily demonstrated to the appointed 
Planning Inspector that it meets the following tests: 

a) Positively prepared – consistent with relevant strategic policies for the area [that is, the Local 
Plan Part 1; the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031, adopted July 2016]; 

b) Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable alternatives, and based 
on proportionate evidence; 

c) Effective – deliverable over the plan period; and 

d) Consistent with national policy – enabling the delivery of sustainable development in 
accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

In preparing your response, it is necessary to specify whether you support or object to the Local Plan 
Part 2; as a whole; a particular section; or a specific paragraph or policy.   

If you are commenting upon more than one section, paragraph or policy, please complete a 
separate form for each. 
 
It is also necessary to identify which of the statutory requirements [(1) – (3), above] and/ or soundness 
tests [(a) – (d), above] that you consider the Plan meets (in the case of supporting comments) or fails to 
meet (in the case of objections).  This is because the Plan will be examined on the basis of the statutory 
requirements, including soundness tests, so in order to be relevant it is necessary to specify the relevant 
requirement and/ or soundness test, for all representations [please tick the relevant boxes below]. 
 
Are you responding, 
to object to, or in 
support of the Plan1? 

  To which statutory requirement 
does your response relate? 

  If your response is about the Plan’s 
“soundness”, to which of the 
soundness tests does it relate? 

 

Object   
 

 1) Legal compliance 
 

 
 

 a) Positively prepared 
 

 
 

   2) Compliance with the Duty 
to Cooperate 

 
 

 b) Justified 
 

 
 

Support  
 

 3) Soundness 
 

 
 

 c) Effective  
 

 
 

      d) Consistent with national policy 
 

 
 

 
Please provide details about what part/ parts of the Local Plan your representation relates (as 
appropriate) 

Section/ Chapter   Policy/ paragraph   Policies Map  

Number/ reference   Number/ reference   Number/ reference  

Heading  

 

 Heading   Heading  

 
Statement 

How does the Plan, section, or policy/ paragraph meet, or fail to meet, the relevant statutory requirements 
[(1)-(3), above] and/ or soundness test [(a) – (d), above]? 

 

 
1 A comment or suggestion about how the Plan might be amended or improved should be regarded as an 
objection for the purposes of this consultation 

Policy EN7 specifically in regard to the proposed Oundle Cycle Route is not justified, effective or constistant with national policy. The proposed
route would require access through Oundle School's grounds which would cause significant safeguarding issues. Please see attached 
supporting documents for further explanation in regard to this matter.

Oundle InsertEN7



 

 

For an objection, how could the Plan, section, or policy/ paragraph be amended in order to meet 
the stated statutory requirement and/ or soundness test? 

 

Please note: In your representation you should provide succinctly all the evidence and supporting 
information necessary to support your representation and your suggested modification(s). You should 
not assume that you will have a further opportunity to make submissions, although you may attach more 
detailed supporting documents. 

After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the Inspector, based on the 
matters and issues he or she identifies for examination. 
 
If you are objecting to the Plan as a whole, a particular section, or a specific paragraph or policy, do you consider it 
necessary to participate in examination hearing session(s)? 

No, I do not wish to participate in hearing 
session(s) 

 
 

Yes, I wish to participate in hearing session(s)  
 

 
If you wish to participate in the hearing session(s); please outline why you consider this to be necessary. 

 

Please note: The Inspector will determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to hear those who have 
indicated that they wish to participate in hearing session(s). You may be asked to confirm your wish to participate 
when the Inspector has identified the matters and issues for examination. 

 
What will happen to my representation? 

Your representation will be submitted to the Secretary of State for Communities, Housing, Communities and Local 
Government (together with the Local Plan Part 2 and supporting documentation), for consideration by a Planning 
Inspector.  The next stages in preparing the Plan are as follows: 

• March 2021 – submission of Plan to Secretary of State for independent examination; 

• Late summer 2021 – Examination hearings, chaired by the appointed Planning Inspector. 
 
In accordance with Data Protection Act 2018 please confirm if you would like us to retain your personal details so 
that we can notify you about future stages of the Local Plan Process. 
 

I wish to be notified about future stages of the 
Local Plan Process 

 I do not wish to be notified about future stages of 
the Local Plan Process 

 

 
We will only use your personal data in order for us to re-consult you at future stages of preparing this Local Plan 
Part 2.  Please refer to the Local Plan Privacy Notice and the Council’s Privacy Statement for further 
information. 
 

Signature: 
 

 

Date: 

 

The proposed Oundle cycle route should either be removed entirely from policy EN7 or the proposed
route should be altered to remove any areas of the cycle route requiring access to Oundle School
grounds. Please see attached supporting documents which provide further details on the required 
amendments.

Yes, if the Inspector believes further clarification is required 

17.03.2021
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1. Representation 
 
 
1.1 On behalf of our client The Corporation of Oundle School we object to the 

section of the Pre-submission East Northamptonshire part 2 Local Plan 

related to policy EN7 ‘Green Infrastructure Corridors’ specifically related to 

the new Cycle Routes in Oundle (subsection viii). 

 

1.2 The representation does not object to the principle of new cycle routes 

through the town of Oundle.  However the currently proposed route is not 

appropriate and would cause severe safeguarding issues for Oundle School 

due to a section of the proposed route passing through the grounds of Oundle 

School north of Milton Road. Appendix A shows the currently proposed cycle 

route in the context of land owned by The Corporation of Oundle School.  

 

1.3 Paragraph 5.11 stats that “proposals for a strategic approach for GI provision 

around the periphery of Oundle to create a circular cycle/pedestrian network 

are set out in the Oundle Cycle Network study (June 2015), which this Plan 

will support.”  It is noted that although The Corporation of Oundle School 

was aware that this document was prepared by Sustrans on behalf of Oundle 

Town Council to inform the Neighbourhood Plan Working party, Oundle 

School had never supported and strongly objected to the proposed route 

which would create safeguarding issues for the school. 

 

1.4 It is our view that due to this matter policy EN7 the plan is not sound.  The 

plan is not justified, effective or consistent with national policy. 

 

JustifiedJustifiedJustifiedJustified    

 
1.5 It is our view that the plan is not currently justified as it cannot be considered 

an appropriate strategy to propose a public cycle route through school 

grounds. Due to being a learning institution with boarding facilities a large 

number of children freely walk around school grounds both during school 

hours and before/after school.  It would therefore be entirely inappropriate 

for members of the public to utilise the cycle route due to them potentially 

being in close contact with children.   

 
1.6 It is noted that the proposed cycle route is based upon The Oundle Cycle 

Network Study June 2015 which forms part of the evidence base for policy 

EN7, however as stated above Oundle School as landowner has upheld its 

objected to the proposed route since it was originally proposed by Oundle 

Town Council due to safeguarding implications. It is therefore considered that 

the proposed route through Oundle School grounds is not based on 

proportionate evidence. 
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EEEEffectiveffectiveffectiveffective    
 

1.7 In addition to the proposed cycle route not being justified, policy EN7 is also 

considered not be effective as it would be undeliverable over the plan period.  

The proposed cycle route does not follow an existing public right of way nor 

would Oundle School as landowner permit the right of access through its 

grounds due to the extreme safeguarding concerns this would cause.  

Therefore, the proposed cycle route as presently proposed would be 

undeliverable, thus the plan is not effective.      

 

Consistent with National PolicyConsistent with National PolicyConsistent with National PolicyConsistent with National Policy    

    

1.8 Paragraph 95 of the NPPF states that ‘Planning Policies and decisions should 

promote public safety and take into account wider security and defence 

requirements and take into account wider security and defence requirements 

by:    

Anticipating and addressing possible malicious threats and natural hazards, 

especially in locations where large numbers of people are expected to 

congregate… This includes appropriate and proportionate steps that can be 

taken to reduce vulnerability, increase resilience and ensure public safety 

and security’ 

    

1.9 It is clear that proposing cycle route through school grounds would not be 

appropriate on safeguarding grounds.  The school has approximately 1150 

enrolled pupils aged 4-18 and all staff with access to the school grounds are 

required to have an enhanced DHS checks due to working in close proximity 

to children.  Enabling a cycle route which could be used by the general public 

does not promote public safety and doesn’t take into consideration security 

issues which would arise from such a proposal.  

 

Required AmendmentRequired AmendmentRequired AmendmentRequired Amendment    

    

1.10 To enable the plan to be sound the proposed Oundle cycle route must be 

amended or entirely removed from policy EN7.  Appendix B shows the 

proposed route which would avoid the requirement to access Oundle School 

land.  The proposed route would follow Milton Road towards Glapthorn Road 

to connect to the proposed cycle route.  The proposed amended route would 

support active transport through Oundle without impacting adversely on the 

safety of children attending Oundle School.     

 

ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion    

    

1.11 In summary this representation does not object to the principle of a new 

cycle route within the town of Oundle however the currently proposed route 

through Oundle School grounds would be entirely inappropriate due to the 
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potential impact of the safety of school aged students being within close 

proximity to the general public within the grounds. We therefore strongly 

recommend that the proposed route is altered to reduce any safeguarding 

issues.  The current proposals are not justified, effective or in accordance 

with National Planning Policy and therefore without the required 

amendments the plan cannot be found to be sound.  

 



 

Oundle School Grounds Currently proposed 

cycle route 



 

Proposed route amendment  




