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Dear Sir or Madam,  

 

LOCAL PLAN PART 2 – PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION RESPONSE (REG 19) 

 

We are instructed on behalf of our client  to respond 

to the East Northants Local Plan Part 2 consultation.  is in ownership of a number of sites to 

the west of Oundle which we have previously advocated through the call for sites process, for 

consideration for residential allocation in the Part 2 Local Plan. We have also previously made 

representations to this process as a part of the preceding consultation in 2018. 

We wish to make the following comments; 

Land west of Warren Bridge 

We support the allocation of this site for residential development as a part of the wider allocation covered 

by Policy EN24/ EN25. 

Land north of Stoke Doyle Road 

We note the reference to longer term development potential in EN24 and we are in agreement. We object 

the opportunity has not been taken to include this site. The site proposed is sustainably located in relation 

to the existing settlement, are able to be able to comply fully with the strategic policies as set out in the 

NNJCS and assist in achieving the housing requirement proposed for Oundle. The site is available and 

achievable and in the ownership of the same land owner as the land covered by Policy EN24. The site is 

therefore realistically deliverable to aid housing delivery. Should the Council require additional 

information regarding any of the above site then we are able to provide further evidence to demonstrate 

that the site is suitable for allocation.  

Whilst we remain of the opinion that the entire site is achievable in isolation or as part of a wider 

allocation, we advocate that should the council not choose to allocate the site, that it is considered as a 

part of the plan’s contingency scenario, should an additional supply of housing land be required in East 

Northamptonshire. 

Notwithstanding the above, we note the indication of pedestrian in a westerly direction across our client’s 

field. This would require the creation of a new footpath bisecting this potion of field. It is unlikely 

pedestrians would stick to the path at 90 degrees to their destination, choosing the most desirable route. 

This would impact upon the future crops. In the interest of positive planning, should the entire site not be 

allocated, a pragmatic solution would be to allocate the site up to the footpath running north south (UF3) 

in order that a suitable integration of the site to the wider footpath network can be easily made. An 

outward facing development would then allow further phases of development to the west, in the future, 

which will integrate well with footpath UF3 and the allocated site.  
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For the reasons explained above the Proposed Submission Plan is not sound as drafted due to this not 

being ‘positively prepared’. 

Dairy Farm, Stoke Hill 

The site is currently an extant development plan allocation for up to 20 dwellings in the Rural North, 

Oundle and Thrapston Plan (Policy OUN3). Unforeseen land ownership issues have previously inhibited 

this allocated site from coming forward during the previous plan period, however as stated in the previous 

response, these matters have now been resolved in full. A planning application for the site is currently 

being prepared and will be submitted to the LPA in late spring. 

The site scores well in the Council’s sustainability appraisal and it is disagreed that the site would site is 

not available for development and is not achievable in the early part of the emerging plan period.  

We note the site is not specifically allocated in the emerging plan, instead being referenced as an 

outstanding allocation in Policy EN1. We strongly object to this approach. With the adoption of the new 

Local Plan historic development plans will have no status and the allocations within these plans will exist 

in a policy vacuum. This brings uncertainty whether the previously allocated sites will continue to have 

the support of the Council going forward, which may undermine their delivery.  To provide certainty over 

development of the sites, the new local plan should incorporate a policy that carries forward the existing 

allocation commitments (listing the specific allocations) and confirming these are expected to be 

delivered either as part of the growth strategy within the new Plan period or in addition to. 

For the reasons explained above the Proposed Submission Plan is not sound as drafted due to this not 

being ‘positively prepared’ or ‘effective’. 

We would be grateful if you can confirm receipt of this response. It would also be appreciated if you could 

keep us updated as to the progress of the emerging Local Plan. 

 

Yours sincerely 
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