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Dear Mr Watson 

EXAMINATION INTO THE SOUNDNESS OF THE RURAL NORTH, OUNDLE & 
THRAPSTON DVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 

1. As you are aware, at the end of the hearings sessions on Friday 17th 

November 2008 I indicated that you might expect to receive the report of my 
examination by 5th December for “fact check”. However, I had indicated on a 
number of occasions throughout the hearings, indeed going back to the exploratory 
meeting I held following the prehearing meeting on 26th June last, that I had a 
number of important concerns as to the soundness of the submitted DPD. I am 
appreciative of the very considerable efforts you and your staff have made under 
the guidance of Mr. J. A. Jameson, Solicitor of Jameson and Hill, to meet my 
requests for clarification and to supplement the evidence base submitted with the 
DPD in seeking to satisfy me that the document is sound. I have considered the 
evidence submitted before, during and after the hearings and the responses from 
representors to that material. 

2. I remain unconvinced that some of the policies are supported by an 
adequately robust and credible evidence base and that other aspects of the DPD, 
especially in terms of housing land supply and the viability of affordable housing 
targets, accord with Government policy guidance in PPS3. However, I consider that 
further work, as set out in the attached note, including additional public consultation 
on any further changes and sustainability appraisal as required, may well address 
these issues. This course of action was urged upon me strongly by Mr Jameson in 
his closing statement and this letter constitutes a formal request by me that the 
Council undertakes the work indicated in the attached note. You indicated that, in 
this eventuality, you would envisage being able to complete the process by the end 
of March 2009. I am agreeing it strictly on that understanding. Should you 
envisage any difficulty in undertaking the necessary work and/or consultation within 
this timescale then you should inform me immediately. 

3. It follows that the examination remains open and that I will not be completing 
my report until the further evidence gathering and consultation processes are 
complete. I recognise that this delay will mean that the Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment for North Northamptonshire is likely to be published and will 



need to be taken into account. The Council should ensure that any new evidence 
and any further suggested changes are made publicly available as if they were 
submission documents and further representations should be made as if they were 
under Regulation 29 of the Town and Country (Local Development)(England) 
Regulations 2004, SI2004 No. 2204. I will consider those representations before 
completing my report under section 20(7) of the 2004 Act. 

4. Depending upon the nature and scope of any further representations made I 
may have further questions to put to the Council. Although I would hope that I may 
be able to resolve any additional issues through further written submissions, should 
any representor wish to exercise their right to appear before me then it will be 
necessary to arrange further hearings. To that end, and in order to provide a 
continuing channel of communication with me, it would greatly assist if the Council 
were to agree to the continued employment of a Programme Officer until after any 
hearings which would be likely to be in late April 2009. 

5. In the meantime, please address any correspondence through Mr Chris 
Pritchard in the Planning Inspectorate in Bristol. His contact details are given at the 
head of this letter. 

Yours sincerely, 

John R Mattocks 

Inspector 


