
 

 

11.0 Monitoring and implementation 
 

11.1 In order to measure the effectiveness of the Local Plan Part 2, this needs to be 
underpinned by an effective monitoring and implementation framework.  The Joint Core 
Strategy sets out a detailed range of monitoring indicators.  It highlights the key 
infrastructure needed to secure implementation of these strategic policies (Joint Core 
Strategy, Table 8), identified in the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP)1. 
 

11.2 The Joint Core Strategy (Policy 10) provides the overarching development plan 
mechanism for securing planning obligations.  This forms the strategic policy, by which 
delivery of IDP projects can be facilitated through the planning system (development 
contributions).  
 

Key infrastructure projects 

11.3 This Plan, which provides additional detail to support the strategic policies of the Joint 
Core Strategy, will be supported by the strategic infrastructure identified within the IDP, 
together with additional more localised infrastructure where a local need has been 
identified.  Key infrastructure within the district – that which is expected to be delivered 
within the Plan period – is noted as follows: 
 

• Chowns Mill roundabout improvements, A45/ A6 Higham Ferrers/ Rushden; 

• Corby Northern Orbital Road Phase 2 (Final); 

• A45 Stanwick to Thrapston dualling; 

• Ditchford Lane/ Rushden Lakes link road; 

• Tresham Garden Village – A43 link road, with secondary A427 access; and 

• Greenway extensions. 
 

11.4 The topic and area based workshops for the Plan (2017-18) and subsequent draft Plan 
consultation (November 2018 – February 2019) identified various localised infrastructure 
priorities, over and above the strategic projects above: 
 

• Enhancements and improvements to key urban spaces; e.g. town squares and other 
meeting points; 

• Libraries – sustainable future arrangements; 

• Education – delivery of new academies/ free schools, working with the Department 
for Education2; 

• Development of multi-functional community/ healthcare hubs; 

• Expansions to capacity of existing sport, recreational and leisure facilities; 

• Green Infrastructure enhancements (detailed evidence underpins section 5.0, Natural 
Capital, above); 

• Replacement/ alternative arrangements to compensate loss of financial services (e.g. 
bank branches, ATMs and/ or Post Office counters). 

 

 
1 http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/publications/north-northamptonshire-infrastructure-delivery-plan/  

2 NCC School Organisation Plan 2016-21: https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-
education/schools-and-education/school-admissions/Documents/School%20Organisation%20Plan%202016-
2021_2017%20Update.pdf  

Planning for Schools Development (2011): 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6316/1966097.p
df  

http://www.nnjpdu.org.uk/publications/north-northamptonshire-infrastructure-delivery-plan/
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-admissions/Documents/School%20Organisation%20Plan%202016-2021_2017%20Update.pdf
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-admissions/Documents/School%20Organisation%20Plan%202016-2021_2017%20Update.pdf
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/children-families-education/schools-and-education/school-admissions/Documents/School%20Organisation%20Plan%202016-2021_2017%20Update.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6316/1966097.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6316/1966097.pdf
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11.5 The IDP is reviewed annually, through the Authorities’ Monitoring Report.  In order to 
supplement the evidence base for this Plan, a district-level Local Infrastructure Plan 
(review of the IDP) has been prepared.  This identifies amendments and updates to 
infrastructure projects identified in the most recent (2017) full IDP, together with potential 
new infrastructure needs which have arisen over the past two years. 
 

Developer contributions 

11.6 The current system for securing developer contributions operates under provisions set by 
the 2010 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Regulations, as amended3.  Although 
none of the North Northamptonshire local authorities (including East Northamptonshire 
Council) has introduced CIL, the securing of  section (S) 106 developer contributions 
and/ or planning obligations is nevertheless directed by the CIL Regulations. 
 

11.7 S106 contributions, unlike CIL payments (which take the form of tariff payments), are 
directly related to individual planning permissions The CIL Regulations specifically define 
the scope of “planning obligations” (s106 agreements) These require that S106 planning 
obligations must be: 
 

• necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms; 

• directly related to the development; and 

• fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development. 
 

11.8 Only in the event that all of these tests are “passed” in respect of an individual 
development scheme can S106 contributions be sought.  These are negotiable through 
the development management process.  That is, contributions may be reduced where it 
can be objectively demonstrated that these would undermine development viability.  
Notwithstanding, development contributions tend to be negotiated in accordance with the 
County Council’s adopted policies4. 
 

11.9 Since the introduction of the CIL in 2010, the Government has consistently reviewed how 
this legislation should operate in practice.  Several amendments to the Regulations have 
been continuously made over the past decade; most recently in response to the 2020 
Covid-19 pandemic.  The Government has proposed the replacement of CIL and S106 
by a simplified national infrastructure levy in the “Planning for the Future” White Paper5, 
but it is anticipated that any such changes would be introduced by way of primary 
legislation; implemented by the new unitary North Northamptonshire Council, in parallel 
with a review of the Joint Core Strategy (Local Plan Part 1). 
 

Monitoring the Local Plan Part 2 

11.10 The Joint Core Strategy provides an extensive monitoring framework with a 
comprehensive set of performance indicators and targets. The monitoring indicators 
within this Plan should be reviewed in conjunction with those in Table 9 of the Joint Core 
Strategy. Critical elements of this Plan which will be monitored include: 
 

 
3 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/primary+secondary?title=community%20infrastructure%20levy  

4 Creating Sustainable Communities: Planning obligations framework and guidance (January 2015): 
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/environment-and-
planning/Documents/Creating%20Sustainable%20Communities%20Jan%202015%20FINAL.pdf  

5 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/primary+secondary?title=community%20infrastructure%20levy
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/environment-and-planning/Documents/Creating%20Sustainable%20Communities%20Jan%202015%20FINAL.pdf
https://www3.northamptonshire.gov.uk/councilservices/environment-and-planning/Documents/Creating%20Sustainable%20Communities%20Jan%202015%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future
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• Housing completions by location; at each town and within the rural areas; 

• Delivery of main town centre uses by location – town centres, local centres, edge of 
centres and out of centre locations; 

• Delivery of priority green infrastructure corridors, extensions to the Greenway and 
enhancements to the quality of public open space, sport and recreation facilities; 

• Delivery of improvements to heritage assets, and the tourism and cultural offer of the 
district; 

• Delivery of jobs and implementation of economic development projects such as the 
Enterprise Centre; 

• Implementation of housing land allocations to deliver the residual housing 
requirements; and 

• Delivery of regeneration priorities for the six towns. 
 

11.11 If monitoring identifies that a policy is not achieving its objectives, key policy targets are 
not being met or the context has changed (for example, the performance and nature of 
the economy), the Council will take remedial action, working with North 
Northamptonshire partners.  This may include: 
 

• Identifying the reasons for under-performance against targets and discussing with 
partners and stakeholders; 

• Reviewing the evidence base for availability and deliverability of housing/ employment 
land, through the framework of the Authorities’ Monitoring Report (AMR); 

• Working with developers and landowners of existing committed or allocated sites to 
produce viable and suitable schemes; 

• Seeking to identify additional sources of finance or alternative programmes for the 
delivery of infrastructure; 

• Discuss with partners and service providers potential solutions to better address 
issues within the design of schemes. 

 
11.12 This Plan will be implemented in conjunction with the broader strategic framework set out 

in the Joint Core Strategy.  If the various actions fail to realign delivery of outputs and 
outcomes then it may be necessary to consider a review of targets, consider changes to 
the allocation of employment/ housing land, or consider a review of this Plan/ Joint Core 
Strategy.  Where necessary to aid implementation, Supplementary Planning Documents, 
masterplans or further guidance may be produced to provide further detail on specific 
policy areas. 
 

11.13 The AMR will report on the extent to which policies set out in the Local Plan are being 
achieved and targets are being met.  As well as linking with spatial outcomes and 
policies, indicators in the AMR also link to the Sustainability Appraisal objectives in order 
to identify the significant effects of policy implementation. 
 

11.14 The Joint Core Strategy contains strategic direction with regard to development 
contributions.  This direction is set out in Policies 7 and 10. 
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Table 27: Performance indicators and targets for monitoring 

Policy Objective  Indicator  Targets  

EN1 Provide additional rural spatial 
direction/ settlement hierarchy (i.e. 
large/ small/ restraint villages and 
open countryside) 

Number of dwellings permitted 
within the different areas of the 
settlement hierarchy 

Direct development to Rushden and 
the Market Towns 
Restrict all but small scale or infill 
development in rural areas, unless 
promoted through Neighbourhood 
Plans and/ or rural exceptions 
housing schemes 

EN2 Provide a clear differentiation 
between the urban/ built up areas 
and their surrounding rural 
hinterlands 

Number of dwellings permitted 
within the main urban areas, and 
beyond the main urban areas 

Restrict inappropriate development 
beyond the main urban/ built up 
areas 

EN3 Provide a clear differentiation 
between the freestanding villages 
and their surrounding rural 
hinterlands 

Number of dwellings permitted 
within the free standing villages, 
and beyond the free standing 
village areas 

Restrict inappropriate development 
beyond the free standing villages 

EN4 Provide a clear differentiation 
between urban outliers/ ribbon 
developments and their 
surrounding rural hinterlands 

Number of dwellings permitted 
within the ribbon development 
areas of lower Crow Hill 
(Irthlingborough) and Brooks 
Road (Raunds) 

Restrict inappropriate development 
in the defined ribbon development 
areas 

EN5 Protect the peripheral land of 
settlements against unsuitable 
development and provide suitable 
development management criteria 
for Rural Exceptions Housing 
schemes 

Development permitted outside of 
the defined settlement 
boundaries: number of rural 
affordable units achieved (Rural 
Exceptions and open countryside 
dwellings) 

Restrict inappropriate development 
on the periphery of settlements with 
a defined boundary, but encourage 
the provision of affordable housing 
to meet identified needs in the rural 
areas 

EN6 Provide clear guidelines for 
appropriate replacement dwellings 
in open countryside 

Number of dwellings permitted 
and/ or built in the open 
countryside 

Restrict the development of 
inappropriate new build 
replacement dwellings in open 
countryside 

EN7 Protect and enhance existing and 
future Green Infrastructure 
corridors 

Net loss/ gain in GI across the 
district  
New open space provided within 
or connected to the existing GI 
network 
Projects to enhance GI in the 
district 

Net increase in connected open 
space and GI throughout the district 

EN8 Protect and enhance the 
Greenway and its connections to 
the wider GI network 

Number and amount of 
contributions by developers and 
other funding streams 
Completion of Greenway projects/ 
developments 

Complete the Greenway within the 
district 

EN9 Define an enhanced local 
interpretation of the NPPF criteria 
for the designation of Local Green 
Space 

Designation of Local Green Space 
within Neighbourhood Plans 

No loss of Local Green Space 

EN10 Enhance existing open space or 
provide new open space 

Number of permitted 
developments of 10 or more 
dwellings, or 0.3 or more hectares 

Net increase in open space across 
the district 

EN11 Enhance existing sport and 
recreation facilities, or provide 
new sport and recreation facilities 

Number of permitted strategic 
developments 

Net increase in sport and recreation 
facilities across the district 
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Table 27: Performance indicators and targets for monitoring 

Policy Objective  Indicator  Targets  

EN12 Provide clear guidance for the 
design of development with regard 
to its impact on the surrounding 
area 

Number of permissions and 
refusals where the policy was 
used to make the decision  

Restrict inappropriate development 
of new buildings and extensions so 
that they are in keeping with the 
surrounding environment 

EN13 Sustain and enhance the 
appearance and setting of 
designated heritage assets 

Number of permissions and 
refusals where the policy was 
used to make the decision 

Restrict inappropriate development 
which affects a designated heritage 
asset or its setting 

EN14 Sustain and enhance the 
appearance and setting of non-
designated heritage assets 

Number of permissions and 
refusals where the policy was 
used to make the decision 

Restrict inappropriate development 
which affects a non-designated 
heritage asset or its setting 

EN15 Provide clear direction for tourist 
and cultural developments in the 
Nene Valley corridor and 
Rockingham Forest areas and 
support the conversion of small-
scale redundant or disused rural 
buildings to guest house/ B&B 
accommodation 

Number of permitted tourist and 
cultural development within 
defined Nene Valley and 
Rockingham Forest areas 
 
Number of permitted conversions 
of rural outbuildings to provide 
overnight accommodation 

Encourage appropriate 
development in the Nene Valley 
corridor and Rocking Forest areas, 
including the conversion of 
redundant small-scale rural 
buildings 

EN16 Implementation of SEN school 
proposal at Land west of Moulton 
College, Chelveston Road within 
the Plan period 

Development of SEN school 
proposal permitted 

To deliver new SEN school 
development to meet the needs and 
requirements of the Friars East 
Academy 

EN17 Provide for future Enterprise 
Centre projects to deliver flexible 
managed workspace for small and 
micro-businesses 

Permissions for further expansion 
of committed Warth Park site, 
together with other potential 
projects 

Delivery of Enterprise Centre 
proposals in accordance with the 
development management criteria 

EN18 Ensure that existing employment 
sites are protected for 
employment use 

Use status of the sites No loss of employment uses within 
the Protected Employment Areas 
unless the site is demonstrably no 
longer suitable for employment 

EN19 Provide clear direction for the 
relocation and expansion of 
existing businesses 

Number of permissions and 
refusals where the policy was 
used to make the decision 

Encourage established businesses 
to expand and grow in appropriate 
locations 

EN20 Increase the vitality of the town 
centres and primary shopping 
areas 

Public realm improvements within 
the town centres and primary 
shopping areas 

Encourage appropriate 
development within the town 
centres and primary shopping areas 

EN21 Provide floorspace thresholds for 
impact assessments for retail 
developments 

Number of permitted retail 
developments outside the primary 
shopping areas of the six towns 

Restrict inappropriate retail 
development outside the primary 
shopping areas of the six towns 

EN22 Provide clear direction for 
specified main town centre use 
developments outside of the local 
centres  

Number of permitted specified 
main town centre uses within 
200m of the local centres 

Encourage specified main town 
centre uses outside of the local 
centres that offer day to day local 
services, improved connectivity and 
do not affect local amenity 

  EN23 Delivery of sites in accordance 
with the Local Plan (Joint Core 
Strategy) requirements 

Meeting overall strategic housing 
requirements at Oundle and 
delivery of associated 
infrastructure  

To provide for strategic shortfall in 
housing numbers of around 300 
dwellings at Oundle 

  EN24 Implementation of Stoke Doyle 
Road site within the Plan period 

Meeting strategic housing 
requirements site specific 

To provide site specific housing 
requirements assisting the strategic 
shortfall at Oundle 

  EN25 Implementation of Cotterstock 
Road site within the Plan period 

Meeting strategic housing 
requirements site specific 

To provide site specific housing 
requirements assisting the strategic 
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Table 27: Performance indicators and targets for monitoring 

Policy Objective  Indicator  Targets  

shortfall at Oundle 

  EN26 Implementation of St 
Christopher’s Drive site within the 
Plan period 

Meeting strategic housing 
requirements site specific 

To provide site specific housing 
requirements assisting the strategic 
shortfall at Oundle 

 EN27 Delivery of an appropriate mix of 
housing sizes, types and tenures 
to meet local need 

Type, mix and range of units 
achieved 

Encourages a range and mix of 
house types and tenures to meet 
the needs of the wider community 

 EN29 Delivery of specialist housing; e.g. 
older persons accommodation to 
meet local need 

Number of older persons units of 
accommodation achieved on sites 
of 50 dwellings or more 

Encourages the provision of older 
person housing to meet identified 
needs  

EN30 Delivery of suitable Extra Care 
development schemes as part of 
major strategic sites in 
accordance with local needs 

Number of Extra Care units of 
accommodation achieved on 
major strategic sites/ sustainable 
urban extensions 

Encourages the provision of older 
person housing to meet identified 
needs 

 EN31  Delivery of specialist housing e.g. 
older persons accommodation to 
meet local need 

Number of older persons units of 
accommodation achieved 

Encourages the provision of older 
person housing to meet identified 
needs 

 EN32 Delivery of self and custom build Number of self and custom built 
dwellings achieved on sites of 50 
dwellings or more 

 At least 5% of plots on sites of 50 
dwellings or more safeguarded for 
self or custom built dwellings  

EN33 Delivery of development within the 
town centres and surrounding 
urban areas in accordance with 
the development principles 

Development permitted in 
accordance with the policy criteria 

No of development proposals 
approved in accordance with all of 
the relevant policy criteria 

 EN34 Redevelopment of the Splash 
Pool and Wilkinson sites 

Development permitted on the 
Splash Pool and Wilkinson sites 

Redevelopment of the sites to 
include pedestrian links, a new 
public square, public realm 
improvements, and provision of 
public car parking 

 EN35 Redevelopment of the former 
factory site between 71 Oakley 
Road and 37-51 Washbrook Road 

Development permitted on the 
former factory site 

Redevelopment of the site to 
include approximately 10 dwellings 
with a mix of housing types to meet 
local needs, developer 
contributions, vehicular access, and 
pedestrian/ cycle connections 

 EN36 Redevelopment of the Federal 
Estates site 

Development permitted for 
housing on the Federal Estates 
site 

Redevelopment of the site to 
include at least 120 dwellings with a 
mix of housing types to meet local 
need, developer contributions, 
improved connections and link 
roads, and appropriate mitigation 
measures 

EN37 Release and redevelopment of the 
Rectory Business Centre site for 
housing 

Development permitted for 
housing on the Rectory Business 
Centre  site 

Redevelopment of the site to 
include at least 35 dwellings with a 
mix of housing types to meet local 
need, developer contributions, 
improved connections and 
appropriate mitigation measures 

 EN38 Redevelopment of the former 
Select & Save and St Peter’s Way 
Car Park site 

Development permitted on the 
former Select & Save and St 
Peter’s Way Car Park site 

Redevelopment of the site to 
include a mix of main town centre 
uses, enhancement of the primary 
shopping frontage, pedestrian 
connections, suitable service 
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Table 27: Performance indicators and targets for monitoring 

Policy Objective  Indicator  Targets  

arrangements, public car parking, 
live-work units at first floor or above, 
and enhancement to the settings of 
heritage assets 

 EN39 Redevelopment of the former 
Rushden and Diamonds FC 
Stadium site 

Development permitted on the 
former Rushden and Diamonds 
FC Stadium site 

Redevelopment of the site to 
include flood compatible 
employment uses, appropriate flood 
mitigation measures, enhancements 
to biodiversity, improved pedestrian 
and cycle connections, high quality 
landscaping, and new moorings  

 EN40 Redevelopment of the Riverside 
Hotel site 

Development permitted on the 
Riverside Hotel site 

Redevelopment of the site for 
restaurant, public house, hotel, 
tourist, training facility/ resource 
centre, or small business/ 
employment use, to include 
retention and enhancement of the 
heritage asset, appropriate flood 
mitigation measures, new moorings, 
and improved arrangements for 
pedestrians/ cyclists 

 EN41 Redevelopment of the Cattle 
Market site 

Development permitted on the 
Cattle Market site 

Redevelopment to include a mix of 
main town centre uses, opening up 
of a new active frontage, pedestrian 
connectivity, vehicular access, 
appropriate residential uses at first 
floor level or above, enhancements 
to the setting of heritage assets, 
and public car parking 
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Glossary  
 
Affordable Housing – social rented, affordable rented and intermediate housing, 
provided to eligible households whose needs are not met by the market 
 
Authorities’ Monitoring Report (AMR) – a report that reviews the performance of the 
Council’s planning policies 
 
Biodiversity – the variety of life in all forms 
 
Brownfield Land – land which has previously been developed or built upon 
 
Committed development – Sites already proposed for development, by way of an 
extant planning permission, resolution to grant planning permission or an adopted 
development plan (Local Plan/ Neighbourhood Plan) allocation  
 
Comparison Retailing – the provision of items not obtained on a frequent basis, 
including clothing, footwear and household goods 
 
Convenience Retailing – the provision of everyday essential items, including food, drink 
and newspapers/ magazines 
 
Core Spatial Strategy (CSS) – the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy, 
adopted in June 2008 and covered the period of 2001-2021 
 
Curtilage – Legal definition for the extent of a single planning “unit”.  Normally this 
relates to a domestic garden (in the case of a residential property) or servicing/ car 
parking for a commercial unit, which are incidental to the operation or functional 
enjoyment of the planning “unit”. 
 
Development Brief – a document that set out detailed development principles for a 
development site 
 
Development Plan – includes adopted Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans 
 
Geodiversity – the range of rocks, minerals, fossils, soils and landforms 
 
Green Infrastructure (GI) – a network of multi-functional green space which is capable 
of delivering a range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities.  
GI consists of both statutory (SPA/ Ramsar site, SSSIs or LNRs) and/ or non-statutory 
(Local Wildlife Sites, Local Geological Sites, Protected Wildflower Verges or Pocket 
Parks).  Individually and collectively these form the Council’s ecological resources, 
providing ecosystem services for the district. 
 
Habitat Regulations Assessment – required under the European Directive 92/43/EEC 
to assess the impacts of implementing a policy on European (Natura 2000) Sites, to 
determine whether it would have an adverse effect on the integrity of the site 
 
Heritage Asset – a building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as 
having a degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of 
its heritage interest 
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Housing Land Supply – paragraph 73 of the NPPF requires local planning authorities to 
identify and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide five 
years’ worth of housing against their housing requirement, including a buffer 
 
Infill or windfall development – Smaller scale, minor development proposals, typically 
up to 5 dwellings for rural or 10 dwellings for urban areas, which take place within the 
existing built up area, as defined by policies EN2-EN4 and/ or a defined settlement 
boundary in a Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Joint Core Strategy (JCS) – the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy, adopted 
in July 2016 and covering the period of 2011-2031 
 
Local Centre – a centre that includes a range of small shops and services of a local 
convenience nature, serving a small catchment 
 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) – a voluntary partnership between local authorities 
and businesses to create/ improve conditions for economic growth 
 
Local Plan – the plan for future development of the local area, drawn up by the local 
planning authority in consultation with the community 
 
Local Planning Authority (LPA) – East Northamptonshire Council is the local panning 
authority for the district 
 
Main Town Centre Uses – retail development (including warehouse clubs and factory 
outlet centres); leisure, entertainment and more intensive sport and recreation uses 
(including cinemas, restaurants, drive-through restaurants, bars and pubs, nightclubs, 
casinos, health and fitness centres, indoor bowling centres and bingo halls); offices; and 
arts, culture and tourism development (including theatres, museums, galleries and 
concert halls, hotels and conference facilities) 
 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – sets out the Government’s planning 
policies for England and how these are expected to be applied 
 
Neighbourhood Plan – a plan prepared by a town/ parish council or neighbourhood 
forum for a particular neighbourhood area 
 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (NNJPU) – a local partnership between 
Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough and East Northamptonshire councils, together with 
Northamptonshire County Council 
 
Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) – a web-based resource which sets out national 
planning guidance on various topics 
 
Policies Map – shows the policies of the development plan 
 
Previously Developed Land – land which is or was occupied by a permanent structure, 
including the curtilage of the developed land and any associated fixed surface 
infrastructure 
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Primary Shopping Area (or Primary Shopping Frontage) – defined area where retail 
development is concentrated 
 
Section 106 Agreement (S106) – a legally binding agreement or planning obligation 
between the local planning authority and named parties in relation to a planning 
application, often referred to as developer contributions 
 
Self and Custom Build Housing – housing built by an individual, a group of individuals, 
or persons working with or for them, to be occupied as homes by those individuals 
 
Sequential and Exception Tests (flood risk management) – two key tests to be 
applied where development is proposed within the designated Environment Agency 
Flood Zones 2 and 3 
 
Sequential and Impact Tests (Main Town Centre Uses) – two key tests to be applied 
when planning for town centre uses which are not in an existing town centre and which 
are not in accord with an up to date Local Plan 
 
Settlement boundary criteria – Policies EN2, EN3 and EN4 specify criteria by which 
built-up areas of settlements should be defined.  These boundaries are solely for 
development management (decision making) and have no other function. 
 
Settlement typologies – Four distinctive rural settlement typologies are noted in the 
Plan.  Two of these typologies are freestanding villages, with a sub-division between 
large and small villages.  Urban outliers are situated at the rural hinterlands/ fringes of 
main urban areas, while some parishes host rural outliers, beyond the main built up 
areas. 
 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) – a site or area identified and designated by 
Natural England as being important due to its wildlife, geology or landform 
 
Special Protection Area (SPA) – an area designated under the European Union 
Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds as being of international importance for the 
breeding, feeding, wintering or the migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds 
found within European Union countries 
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) – required by European Directive 
2001/42/EC and carried out as part of the wider Sustainability Appraisal to assess the 
effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment 
 
Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) – a technical study which assesses 
housing need and demand across a defined market area 
 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) – Section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004 requires a local planning authority to carry out a Sustainability Appraisal of each 
of the proposals in a Local Plan during its preparation, to promote sustainable 
development and ensure the Plan contributes to environmental, economic and social 
objectives 
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Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE) – a substantial mixed use development including 
employment, local facilities and at least 500 new homes, which provide well planned and 
managed new neighbourhoods 
 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) – a document that adds further detail to 
policies in the Local Plan with regard to specific sites or particular issues 
 
Town Centre – a defined area which includes the primary shopping area and areas 
predominantly occupied by main town centre uses within or adjacent to the primary 
shopping area 
 
Urban re-imagination – Also known as “urban re-branding”, this concept involves the 
application of a range of initiatives to highlight the positive virtues and characteristics of a 
town, in turn creating local pride and with this the attraction of new investment.  The best 
known example of this concept is Barcelona, and the legacy of the 1992 Olympic Games. 
 
 
 
 


