
 

 

 
5.0 Natural Capital 

 
5.1 Natural capital is defined as the world's stocks of natural assets which include geology, 

soil, air, water and all living things.  It is from this natural capital that humans derive a 
wide range of benefits (or services), often called ecosystem services, which make human 
life possible. 
 

5.2 The importance of natural capital is recognised in Policy 1 of the Joint Core Strategy.  
This states that development should deliver improvements to “the economic, social and 
environmental conditions in the area meeting the challenges of climate change and 
protecting and enhancing the provision of ecosystem services”.  In other words, to fulfil 
the presumption in favour of sustainable development, new development should ideally 
secure net environmental enhancement (i.e. overall gains in natural capital). 
 

5.3 At a district level, natural capital as a concept normally relates to local areas, features or 
sites of biodiversity importance.  Such green and/ or blue infrastructure is recognised in 
the Joint Core Strategy as being vital in maintaining the rural/ urban character of the Plan 
area (North Northamptonshire). 
 

5.4 The Joint Core Strategy includes an extensive range of policies relating to the protection 
of existing assets; the natural and historic environment.  Furthermore, it includes policies 
for delivering natural capital gains, through the Green Infrastructure framework. The Plan 
considers where further site specific policies will be required to deliver the benefits of 
development. All sites should meet the criteria outlined in the North Northamptonshire 
Joint Core Strategy Policy 5 (Water Environment, Resources and Flood Risk 
Management) and Policy 10 (Provision of Infrastructure).   
 
Green Infrastructure 

5.5 The NPPF describes Green Infrastructure as “a network of multi-functional green space, 
urban and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality 
of life benefits for local communities”.  The Joint Core Strategy, although it predates the 
revised NPPF, also provides clear direction as to the role and function of GI to “enhance 
and respect local character and enhance biodiversity” (Outcome 3).  This seeks effective 
delivery through “an integrated approach to biodiversity and a net gain in Green 
Infrastructure, strengthening links between the countryside and the towns”. 

 
5.6 In 2014, Natural England produced a nationwide profile of National Character Areas 

(NCAs)1.  These NCAs highlight the significant opportunities in each area and therefore 
provide a useful planning tool that can help deliver the maximum benefits for the natural 
environment. Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Habitats and Species data is also a relevant 
consideration. This is available elsewhere via organisations such as Natural England and 
the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire and so is not 
identified on the Policies Map. The District of East Northamptonshire is covered by the 
following NCAs: 
 

• 88 – Bedfordsire and Cambridgeshire Claylands – eastern periphery of the 
District; e.g. Ashton, Cloption, Hemington, Luddington, Lutton, Thurning; 

• 89 – Northamptonshire Vales – Nene Valley; 
 

1 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-
making/national-character-area-profiles 
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• 91 – Yardley Whittlewood Ridge – south eastern periphery of the District; e.g. 
Chelston Rise (Chelveston), Hargrave, Newton Bromswold, Avenue Road/ 
Newton Road area of Rushden; 

• 92 – Rockingham Forest – Majority of the rural parts of the District, north of the 
A14. 

 
[Figure xx: National Character Areas map for the District?] 
 
 

5.7 Policies 19-21 of the Joint Core Strategy explain how GI should be delivered at the 
strategic level. These policies relate to the GI network across North Northamptonshire, 
and East Northamptonshire in particular: 
 

• Sub-regional GI corridors e.g. Willow Brook, Harper’s Brook (JCS Figure 17/ Policy 
19(b)); 

• Local GI corridors (JCS Figure 17/ Policy 19(c)); 

• Nene Valley (Policy 20); and 

• Rockingham Forest (Policy 21). 
 

5.8 Whilst specific GI routes are identified within the Joint Core Strategy (Figure 17), it is 
recognised that there is scope to identify local site specific proposals or linear 
connections in this Plan. 
 

5.9 A spatial analysis of the GI resources in East Northamptonshire has been undertaken to 
identify the distribution of local GI corridors and assets within the district.  The study 
revealed that the areas of the multi-functionality are predominantly located to the west of 
the River Nene (mainly within Rockingham Forest), with fewer opportunities located to 
the east of the river.  Furthermore, several new GI corridors have been recommended 
based on the distribution of existing multifunctional GI assets.  Much of GI network has 
already been established in the south of the district, so more attention is now required to 
deliver an improved GI network in the north of the district. 
 

5.10 As a result of the study, a local GI network comprised of existing and planned assets is 
proposed, to accord with the JCS and current Planning Practice Guidance.  This study 
identifies priority local GI corridors (i.e. those which offer the greatest net benefit in terms 
of ecosystem services).  It is important that this Plan ensures that the range of GI 
benefits, including biodiversity conservation, water and flood management, and health 
and wellbeing, that the wider GI network provides, continues to be delivered and 
enhanced. 
 

5.11 There are a number of projects contained in made and emerging Neighbourhood Plans 
related to the regeneration and strengthening of the local GI e.g. the made Barrowden 
and Wakerley and Brigstock Neighbourhood Plans, relating to the Welland Valley and 
Harper’s Brook corridors respectively.  Proposals for a strategic approach for GI provision 
around the periphery of Oundle to create a circular cycle/ pedestrian network are set out 
in the Oundle Cycle Network Study (June 20152), which this Plan will support. 
 

5.12 Where appropriate in terms of the scale of the development and its proximity to the GI 
network, developer contributions will be sought towards the protection and enhancement 

 
2 https://www.oundle.gov.uk/uploads/oundle-cycle-network-study---sustrans---draft-2.pdf  

https://www.oundle.gov.uk/uploads/oundle-cycle-network-study---sustrans---draft-2.pdf
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of the GI corridors within the district, including the Greenway.  As this requirement may 
affect the viability of smaller developments, a threshold of 10 or more dwellings or 0.3 ha 
or more for housing schemes, or more than 1000m2

 for commercial schemes, will be 
established to enable developer contributions towards the local GI and Greenway.  It is 
important to engage with key stakeholders at an early stage. 
 

5.13 The NPPF (paragraph 175) recognises the importance of ancient woodlands and veteran 
trees as a key element of maintaining the natural capital of the district.  This is 
acknowledged through this Plan (Policy EN7, below).  Trees, and the landscape they 
form part of are key to the character of an area and significantly contribute to the 
environment.  Best practice guidance about the protection of existing, and planting of 
new, trees is provided through the Trees and Landscape Supplementary Planning 
Document, adopted June 20133. 
 
Figure 8: Priority Green Infrastructure Corridors 

 
 

5.14 Policy EN7 (below) ensures that the GI corridors across the district are protected and 
enhanced.  It provides additional direction to support the delivery of GI as stipulated in 
Figure 17 and Policy 19 of the JCS.  The longer term management and maintenance of 
new public open spaces or other Green Infrastructure will be achieved through 
mechanisms such as a management company or a maintenance fund managed by the 
relevant Town or Parish Council for the lifetime of the development. 
 

Policy EN7: Green Infrastructure corridors 

 
 Green Infrastructure corridors are identified on the Policies Map.  These corridors will 
be protected and enhanced by: 
 

a) Ensuring that new development, including open space, is connected to the 
Green Infrastructure network;  

b) Ensuring the delivery of ecosystem services, through measures such as green 
roofs and walls, the protection of soils, plus new tree planting, including 
planting of new street trees, using native species; 

c) Using developer contributions, and additional funding streams, where possible, 
to facilitate appropriate additions to, or improve the quality of, the Green 
Infrastructure network; and 

d) Providing off-site contributions, to create connections to the defined Green 
Infrastructure corridors,  

 
Opportunities to create the following Green Infrastructure corridors and incorporate 
them into the wider Green Infrastructure network will be supported: 
 

i) Duddington – Gretton (via Wakerley Woods) 

ii) King’s Cliffe – Wansford 

 
3 https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?downloadID=1755&fileID=5019  

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?downloadID=1755&fileID=5019
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iii) Blatherwycke – Fotheringhay 

iv) Brigstock – Fotheringhay (via Glapthorn Cow Pasture and Lower Benefield) 

v) Brigstock Country Park – Oundle 

vi) Oundle – Great Gidding (via Ashton Wold) 

vii) Aldwincle – Twywell (via Drayton House) 

viii) Oundle circular cycle/ pedestrian network 

 

 
 
The Greenway 

5.15 The Greenway is a central GI route that will, upon completion, run from Wellingborough 
railway station, through East Northamptonshire, to Peterborough railway station.  It will 
provide an alternative means of transport, predominantly for walkers and cyclists, and 
provide opportunities for informal recreation.  The Greenway is being developed in 
phases, some of which have been completed.  Detailed proposals for future phases of 
the Greenway are set out in the Greenway Forward Plan 2019 to 20244, particularly 
proposals to the north of Thrapston.  Additionally, the 2015 Oundle Cycle Network Study 

puts forward specific proposals in/ around the Oundle Urban Area, which could be 
integrated with the Greenway proposals to deliver a fully integrated network for the Nene 
Valley between Wellingborough and Peterborough.  This Plan will recognise the 
importance of the Greenway project and the implication for development proposals 
throughout the district. 
 

5.16 In terms of project specific delivery of the Plan’s GI priorities, the Greenway should be 
regarded as the “jewel in the crown”.  Much of this long term GI project has already been 
delivered in the south of the district, with links between Rushden, Higham Ferrers, 
Irthlingborough, Stanwick, Raunds, Ringstead and Woodford.  Previous Local Plans have 
sought to define linear routes on the Policies Map to denote proposals to extend the 
Greenway or other GI corridors.  This has proven to be overly rigid and inflexible, so this 
Plan will look to define conceptual corridors (in a similar way to Figure 17 of the Joint 
Core Strategy) in place of proposed linear routes. The aim is that these can be delivered 
as separate projects or as part of other developments. The Greenway Vision5 identifies 
the following principal elements: 
 

• Predominantly off-road connections between Wellingborough, Irthlingborough, 
Rushden, Higham Ferrers, Stanwick, Raunds, Ringstead, Woodford and 
Thrapston, Great Addington, Little Addington, Denford; 

• On and off-road routes, connecting Thrapston to Oundle; 

• On and off-road cycle network within and around the Oundle urban area, providing 
connectivity between the Thrapston (south) and Peterborough (north/ east) routes;  

• Connections to Peterborough ‘Green Wheel’ – on/ off road links between Oundle 
and Peterborough, including routes via Tansor and Warmington; 

• Indicative connection from Weldon, Deene, Deenethorpe and surrounding villages 
to Tresham Garden Village and on to Oundle; 

 
4 https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/7666/the_greenway_forward_plan_2018-22 

5 https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/5891/the_greenway_vision_map 

 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/7666/the_greenway_forward_plan_2018-22
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/file/5891/the_greenway_vision_map
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• Aspirational east-west off-road connection utilising the former Rugby – Market 
Harborough – Peterborough railway line. 

 
5.17 The made Neighbourhood Plans for Barrowden and Wakerley, Chelveston cum 

Caldecott, Higham Ferrers,  Raunds and Warmington plusthe emerging Neighbourhood 
Plan for Ringstead, all include specific proposals for possible extensions and links to the 
Greenway, shown in Figure 11 (below). 
 
Figure 9: The Greenway 

 
 

Policy EN8: The Greenway 

 
The Greenway, as identified on the Policies Map, is a priority Green Infrastructure 
project for the Council, requiring both  investment and improvement to ensure its 
satisfactory delivery. Development should therefore be designed to protect and 
enhance the Greenway, and to strengthen connections to the wider green 
infrastructure  network within the District. The aim will be. to provide fully integrated 
connections along the Nene Valley; linking Wellingborough, Peterborough and 
Rockingham Forest.  This will be achieved via development or through mechanisms 
such as developer contributions and additional funding streams where appropriate. 
 

 
 
Local Green Space 

5.18 Local Green Space (LGS) is designated as a national land use in the NPPF (paragraphs 
99-101).  In practice, the NPPF enables the designation of LGS through the Local Plan 
Part 2 and/ or Neighbourhood Plans.  Designating land as LGS provides a level of 
protection against development in green areas that are of particular importance for local 
communities. 
 

5.19 The designation of LGS may provide an opportunity to deliver enhanced protection for 
established biodiversity sites without statutory protection.  For example, non-statutory 
local wildlife or local geological sites (also sometimes shortened to LGS) could be 
protected, where appropriate, as LGS. 
 

5.20 The NPPF sets out specific criteria that would need to be met for land to be designated 
as LGS (paragraph 100).  The LGS designation should only be used where the green 
space is: 
 

• in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

• special to a local community and holds a particular local significance, for example 
because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a 
playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and 

• local in scale/ character and is not an extensive tract of land. 
 

5.21 With reference to the third requirement, the NPPF does not define the threshold for what 
an extensive tract of land is, though the intention is to ensure that the LGS designation 
cannot be applied to indirectly introduce a new Green Belt.  It is therefore for this Plan to 
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establish what this means at a district level, through setting an enhanced local standard 
to explain how the terms “local in character” and “extensive tract of land” are to be 
applied, in cases where LGS designations are sought. 
 

5.22 Given that the designation of LGS is a specifically local and non-strategic matter, it is 
considered that Neighbourhood Plans represent the most appropriate mechanism for 
designating individual sites.  Indeed, several “made” Neighbourhood Plans have already 
designated LGS sites, and these are already shown on the adopted policies map.  As 
such, this Plan will not seek to designate individual LGS sites but will define an enhanced 
local interpretation of the NPPF criteria, as set out in Policy EN9 (below).  In addition, 
increasing weight will be given to LGS sites designated in emerging Neighbourhood 
Plans as they progress.  
 

5.23 Local Green Space is also relevant to wider tourism, leisure and recreational activities 
and associated employment. As an example, Oundle is short of ‘in town’ greenspace but 
is characterised by access along the River Nene and Barnwell Country Park. This wider 
linkage is a critical element of the quality of life and attraction of Oundle. Improved ‘in 
town’ green infrastructure should enable enhanced access to these wider facilities.  
 

Policy EN9: Designation of Local Green Space 

 
In accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework guidance, Local Green 
Space may be designated through Neighbourhood Plans, where it fulfils the following 
criteria: 
 

a) The site is closely related to the main built up area of a settlement; 
 

b) Where local value can be demonstrated, in terms of providing one or more of 
the following functions: 

i) Defining the setting of a built up area 

ii) Archaeological or historical interest, including tourism related activities 

iii) Recreational importance 

iv) Tranquillity, or 

v) biodiversity; and 

 
c) The gross area of the site does not exceed 0.5 ha or 10% of the existing main 

built up area of the settlement, whichever is larger. 
 

 
 
Protection and enhancement of open space, sport and recreation 

5.24 At a local level, public open spaces, sports pitches and recreation grounds all provide a 
valuable resource, linking natural capital and people.  This enables people to access and 
benefit from GI, be it within new developments, linear corridors or country parks.  This 
multi-functional role provides a good example of how ecosystem services function in 
practice. 
 



 

East Northamptonshire Council   Page 7 of 11 

Local Plan Part 2: Tracked changes pre-submission draft (autumn 2019) 

5.25 The Joint Core Strategy includes a generic policy for the retention and enhancement of 
public open space, allotments, sports and recreation buildings and land (playing fields), 
identifying their role as a key community facility (Policy 7(d)).  In 2015 the Council 
appointed Knight Kavanagh and Page (KKP) to prepare an Open Space Study and 
Playing Pitch Strategy (April 2017) 6.  This updated the earlier (2006) Open Space, Sport 
and Recreation Study, which informed the previous Local Plan and 2011 Open Space 
SPD.  The latter contains detailed standards regarding development contributions for 
open space, sport and recreational facilities, which will be replaced by the standards in 
this Plan (Tables 6-9, below).  The KKP study should also be utilised in conjunction with 
other targetted investment strategies such as the Local Football Facility Plan (March 
20207). 
 

5.26 Evidence gathering for the 2017 KKP study was undertaken during 2015/2016 to provide 
a comprehensive analysis of open space and playing pitch provision in the district.  The 
KKP study provides evidence for locally based policies and standards for each open 
space typology to ensure open space requirements will be implemented for all new 
development, either by enhancing existing poor quality open space, or by providing new 
open space to meet the additional need. 
 
Open space 

5.27 The KKP Open Space Assessment Report assesses the quality and value of existing 
open spaces, shown in Table 6 (below). 
 

Table 6: Open Space Assessment – Quality and Value Criteria 

Quality Criteria Value Criteria 

• Physical access • Level of use 

• Personal security • Structural and landscape 
benefits 

• Social access • Ecological benefits 

• Parking • Educational benefits 

• Information signage • Social inclusion and health 
benefits 

• Equipment and facilities • Cultural and heritage benefits 

• Location value • Amenity benefits and sense 
of place 

• Site problems • Economic benefits 

• Groups that the site meets 
the needs of 

• Context of site in relation to 
other open spaces 

• Maintenance and 
cleanliness 

• Designated site (e.g. LNR, 
SSSI) 

• Healthy, safe and secure • Educational programme in 
place 

• Site potential • Historic site 

 • Listed building or historical 
monument on site 

 • Registered ‘friends of’ group 
to the site 

 
6 https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/4484/open_space_and_playing_pitch_strategy  

7 https://localplans.footballfoundation.org.uk/local-authorities-index/east-northamptonshire/east-northamptonshire-
local-football-facility-plan/  

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/4484/open_space_and_playing_pitch_strategy
https://localplans.footballfoundation.org.uk/local-authorities-index/east-northamptonshire/east-northamptonshire-local-football-facility-plan/
https://localplans.footballfoundation.org.uk/local-authorities-index/east-northamptonshire/east-northamptonshire-local-football-facility-plan/
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5.28 The following standards are proposed in the KKP Open Space Standards Paper for each 

open space typology.  No standard is set for cemeteries or civic spaces due to their 
unique nature and usage.  These standards will be applied to all new development in the 
Plan area.  The accessibility standards in Table 7 (below) apply to the whole of the 
district. 
 

Table 7: Open Space Accessibility Standards 

Typology Accessibility 

Parks and gardens 1200 metres (15 minute walk time) 

Natural and semi-natural 1200 metres (15 minute walk time) 

Amenity greenspace 400 metres (5 minute walk time) 

Children and younger people 800 metres (10 minute walk time) 

Allotments 1200 metres (15 minute walk time) 

 
5.29 In terms of quantity of open space provision, there are current and future standards set 

out for each area of East Northamptonshire (Higham Ferrers, Irthlingborough, Oundle, 
Raunds, Rushden, Thrapston and Rural).  Table 8 (below) identifies what minimum level 
of requirement for each typology would be needed to support appropriate new 
development proposals.  
 

Table 8: Level of provision required to support new development  

Typology Higham 
Ferrers 

Irthling-
borough 

Oundle Raunds8 Rushden Thrapston Rural 

(ha per 1000 population/ 417 households9) 

Parks and gardens 0.25 0.01 0.31 0.58* 1.12 0.15 1.85 

Natural and semi-natural 1.28 14.98 1.63 2.87 1.38 1.04 9.33 

Amenity greenspace 0.39 1.16 0.36 0.56 0.58 0.64 0.94 

Children and younger people 0.05 0.03 0.09 0.03 0.0410 0.09 0.14 

Allotments 0.09 0.38 0.12 0.16 0.38 0.34 0.79 

 
5.30 New housing developments create additional need with regard to open space, however 

the viability of small housing schemes may be affected, therefore a threshold of 10 or 
more dwellings or 0.3 ha or more for housing schemes will be established for the 
requirement of developer contributions towards the provision and enhancement of open 
space which is suitable for children and younger people as well as older people. Where 
sites are physically constrained, if necessary to achieve development viability it may be 
appropriate to seek development contributions towards off-site provision.  
 

5.31 The open space for the Sustainable Urban Extension of Rushden East will be dealt with 
as a separate matter and the precise detail of what is to be provided there will be agreed 
via the Master Plan for that development (Appendix xx).  Further direction is also 
provided at section 9.0 (Delivering sustainable urban extension) and Policy EN33 
(below). 

 
8 Raunds was identified as having no existing parks and gardens provision therefore the wider East 
Northamptonshire figure has been used.  

9 Applying 2.4 persons per household standard  

10 The figure of 0.04 ha per 1000 population is a minimum.  For the Rushden East SUE, the amount of provision 
will be dealt with via the Masterplan Framework Document.  
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Policy EN10: Enhancement and provision of open space 

 
With the exception of the Rushden East Sustainable Urban Extension, all new 
residential development of 10 or more dwellings (or sites more than 0.3 ha) will be 
required to contribute to the enhancement and provision of open space to meet the 
needs of the population arising from the development. 
 
The provision of new open space will be required for development where there is 
insufficient access to existing open space within the local area11.  Where applicable, 
new open space will need to be provided in order to meet the accessibility standards 
set out in Table 7, and the quantity standards set out in Table 8.  New open space 
should also be designed to recognise the quality and value criteria in Table 6. 
 
Rushden East SUE will have its own bespoke open space, sport and recreation 
facilities which will be agreed via the Masterplan Framework Document for that 
development. 
 
For all other qualifying development, contributions to enhance the quality and value of 
existing open space, including enhanced connectivity between open spaces and the 
Green Infrastructure network within the locality, will be required. Developer 
contributions will be calculated based on the quantity standards for the scale of 
development proposed. 
 
The long term management and maintenance of all new open space must be secured.  
This will be delivered by way of either adoption of the open space by the relevant 
Town/ Parish Council, or the setting up of a management company. 
 

 
5.32 The KKP Playing Pitch Strategy Assessment Report provides an evaluation of the local 

supply of and demand for playing pitch facilities in the district.  The quantity, accessibility 
and quality of each of the following types of facility have been assessed: football pitches 
(both grass and artificial), rugby pitches, hockey pitches (artificial), cricket pitches, tennis 
courts and bowling greens. 
 

5.33 In the KKP Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan, the district is divided into two analysis 
areas (north and south) to allow for a more localised assessment.  Oundle and Thrapston 
are located in the north of the district, whilst Higham Ferrers, Irthlingborough, Raunds 
and Rushden are located in the south.  The shortfalls in the study are expressed in 
match sessions rather than in number of pitches required.  To convert match sessions 
into a number of pitches, the number of match sessions is halved (to take account of 
teams playing on a home and away basis).  This has been done to calculate the total 
demand, combining current demand and future demand. 
 
Figure 10: Playing Pitch Strategy and Action Plan – North and South areas12 

 
 

11 ‘Local’ is defined as Parish area; a reflection of the responsibilities of Town and Parish Councils for maintaining 
their stock of public open spaces 

12 KKP Playing Pitch Assessment, Figure 1.1 
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Table 9: Playing pitch demand calculator 

Type of 
facility 

Analysis 
area 

Current demand 
shortfall 

Future demand 
shortfall 

Total demand 

Football 
(grass 
pitches) 

North 1.5 youth (11v11) 
match sessions 
1.5 youth (9v9) 
match sessions 

0.5 adult match 
sessions 
2.5 youth (11v11) 
match sessions 
2.5 youth (9v9) 
match sessions 

0.25 adult pitches 
2 youth (11v11) pitches 
2 youth (9v9) pitches 

South 2.5 adult match 
sessions 
1 youth (11v11) 
match sessions 
0.5 youth (9v9) 
match sessions 

4 adult match 
sessions 
5 youth (11v11) 
match sessions 
4.5 youth (9v9) 
match sessions 

3.25 adult pitches 
3 youth (11v11) pitches 
2.5 youth (9v9) pitches 

Football (3G 
AGPs) 

North One 3G pitch - One 3G pitch 

South Demand being met - - 

Rugby 
pitches 

North 4.5 senior match 
sessions 
3 mini match 
sessions 

- 2.25 senior pitches 
1.5 mini pitches 

South 5 senior match 
sessions 

- 2.5 senior pitches 

Hockey 
(sand AGPs) 

Districtwide Demand being met - - 

Cricket 
pitches 

North Demand being met - - 

South 2 match sessions 5 match sessions 3.5 pitches 

Tennis 
courts 

Districtwide Demand being met - - 

Bowling 
greens 

Districtwide Demand being met - - 

 
5.34 For all types of facilities either current demand is being met or there is an identified 

shortfall.  Some facilities also have a predicted future shortfall as a result of the 
exacerbation of the current shortfall.  The study concludes there is a need to protect and 
improve the existing provision, as well as to create new playing pitches. 
 

5.35 The Plan should concentrate on maximising opportunities for people to be physically 
active, as reflected in the Northamptonshire Physical Activity and Sport Framework 
(NPASF) 2018-203113.  These opportunities should be maximised through encouraging 
active lifestyles, beyond a focus upon protecting traditional sports based facilities such as 
playing pitches, for competitive sports. This can include green gyms, marked/ measured 
trails and activities trails. 
 

5.36 Large scale housing developments create additional need for sport and recreation 
facilities, therefore major developments will be required to provide developer 
contributions towards the provision and enhancement of playing pitches or make 
provision for these on site. 

 
13 https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/northamptonshire-framework-for-s  

https://www.northamptonshiresport.org/northamptonshire-framework-for-s
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Policy EN11: Enhancement and provision of sport and recreation facilities 

 
New strategic development for employment and housing will be required to contribute 
to the provision of playing pitches to meet the need arising from the development. 
Preference will be to meet that need through new onsite provision, though off-site 
provision and enhancement of existing facilities will be considered where a need for 
such an approach can be fully justified. 14. 
 
Playing pitches, sports or recreational facilities will be provided for strategic 
development, in accordance with the accessibility standards set out in Table 7, above. 
 
For all other qualifying development, contributions to enhance the quality and value of 
existing playing pitches within the locality will be required, where these comply with 
the relevant legislation.  Developer contributions will be calculated based on the 
quantity standards for the scale of development proposed. 
 
The long term management and maintenance of all new playing pitches must be 
secured. This will be delivered by way of either adoption of the open space by the 
relevant Town/ Parish Council, or the setting up of a management company. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14 Strategic development sites are defined in the Joint Core Strategy as developments of 500 or more dwellings/ 
5ha or more of employment uses   


