
Individual Responses 
 

All comments presented as they were received 

1 We will be losing the character of Rushden as a countryside town by this senseless urbanisation 
of the area. The facilities in Rushden are already overstretched. This new development will 
adversely affect the services and wellbeing of the residents. 

2 Whilst I don’t object to new housing in Rushden, this proposed site would be terrible. The 
amount of traffic that’s increasing year on year, moving through this part of Rushden, especially 
at the rush hours would become a potential grid lock with an additional 200400+ cars leaving 
this estate during these hours. 
 
Unless the A6 can be improved, especially heading towards Bedford, then I really don’t think 
this would be a very good site. 
 
This roundabout already causes issues in the morning with the amount of traffic flowing around 
it. 
Two points on the A6 south that cause issues at present, Wymington Lane vehicles crossing to 
access the A6 south lane, and especially this one vehicles turning right onto the Souldrop road at 
the Shell garage this junction still poses risks and bottle necks even after it was redeveloped a 
while back. 

3 My main concerns are on wildlife, noise pollution and lost countryside. 
 
Our rear garden faces proposed site, we regularly see red kites flying the fields flying over head. 
If this development goes ahead I'd expect this to stop , we also get regular visits from 
hedgehogs, and newts. 
 
During the construction the site would make our garden unusable due to noise pollution , 
possible dust issues. The extra construction traffic day and night could have adverse effects on 
surrounding countryside. 

4 Choosing the site west of John White’s golf club would add pressure to an already heavily used 
and congested single carriageway. I would be interested to know what traffic modelling you 
have carried out to show that the existing network can cope with the additional traffic or what 
plans you have in place to ease the impact of these additional properties, especially with the 
proposed development on Newton Road. 
 
During peak traffic there is a bottle neck along the A6 through Rushden which can at least treble 
the time it should take to get to Bedford as the carriageway drops from dual to single track. This 
not only impacts those already on the carriageway but also makes it very difficult for those 
trying to join from Avenue Road or Wymington Lane who can sit there for quite some time 
either waiting for a gap or for someone to let them out. It also encourages rat running through 
Newton Road to try and cut the corner off to rejoin the A6 from Avenue Road which is a hazard 
in itself and unfair on the local residents. 
 
To build these houses and increase demand on this part of the network is going to cause chaos 
with additional cars trying to either cut across the carriageway to access Rushden or join to go 
to Bedford. What are you plans to tackle this? I sincerely hope you have considered some sort of 
new access arrangements and have not been so shortsighted as to just hope that residents will 



be able to pull out onto the A6. 
 
How do you plan to compensate for the loss of green space and the increased carbon 
emissions? What are your intentions regarding the existing footpath which is regularly used by 
locals for dog walking but also to access Rushden by those living on Avenue Road? Moving onto 
if this site were to go ahead, what are your intentions regarding traffic management during 
construction? I would certainly hope from a health and safety perspective you will be 
considering restricting when deliveries and arrival of large vehicles can take place avoiding peak 
traffic times and unsociable hours out of respect for local residents. 
 
Finally, the south side of Rushden is already heavily overdeveloped with new houses being 
erected off Barrington Road, Maye Dicks and the further development proposed of Newton 
Road. The issue here now is not just traffic but that the area is starting to lack the facilities to 
support further development in terms of shops, doctors and other social infrastructure. 
 
In short, I feel the south side of Rushden is already saturated with development and poorly 
equipped to deal with current numbers and any further development would destroy the area 
leaving many of us considering moving elsewhere. Therefore, I believe this location should not 
be considered for development. 

5 I'm hoping that my previous comments from the consultation in March 2020 for the Rushden 
East SUE will be taken in account for this Local Plan part 2 as there does not appear to be the 
opportunity for the same level of comments in this consultation.  
 
There are currently, 5 dwellings in Alexandra Road including my own, none of which are 
included on the Masterplan Framework Document, This is unacceptable, how can a major 
housing development be planned without including existing residents. 
 
The proposed 'Green Corridor' runs directly through our house in Alexandra Road and all of the 
other dwellings on the left as you travel down Alexandra Road, where will the Green Corridor be 
placed instead? If this is moved to run down Alexandra Road does this mean compulsory 
purchase for landowners / residents? 
 
There is concern that this will become a 'rat run' for crime, e.g criminals will able to access on 
motorbikes and the police will not be able to follow if it is not a highway. How will we get access 
to our properties?. 
 
Will Alexandra Road be adopted and improved for existing residents? 
 
When will the plan for the Grey Land be available? 
 
Ultimately we currently live in open countryside, we purchased our house to live in open 
countryside. We will be living in a building site for the next 15 20 years and will end up living in 
the middle of a massive housing estate. Our way of living will be changed for ever. 

6 We believe that the land shown identified 'C' on the attached plan should be considered as part 
of development to the south of Newton Road, Rushden. Development in this area will provide a 
logical extension to the High Hayden Garden community and will be able to improve the critical 
mass of development in that location. This will support the provision of services in the area and 
enable improved spatial planning to the east of Rushden. 

7 Regrettably a number of my neighbours and myself are at a loss as to what you are telling us. 
Would it be of more use to the general public if these documents were written in terms for us to 
understand. 



 
Our particular concern is, of course, the proposed development to the east of the A6 bypass. 
Most of us attended the consultation exercise with the developers earlier this year and it was 
quite obvious they were unable to answer some of the most basic questions preferring to churn 
out well practiced bland statements and contradict each other. They informed us in their 
documents we could pass on our thoughts through their website which seemed a good idea 
giving us time to contemplate what had and had not been said. Unfortunately when the time 
came to contact them within their timescale the e-mail address didn't appear to exist. 
 
This latest letter seems to suggest the Council's preferred choice to build houses is east of the 
A6. I wonder why it is necessary to build on green belt land and does Rushden really need 
further development? 
 
As we leave the EU presumably the need for so much housing will diminish as immigration 
drops? I can see the Council will benefit from increased revenue but those of us living in this 
area will undoubtedly have our lives changed considerably.  
 
The residents here have seen no notice of a formal application for planning permission for the 
east of A6 proposal. presumably we will if and when such an application is made. 
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