
   
                
 
 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As Amended) 
Local Highway Authority (LHA) Response 

                

The views, observations, comments and recommendations contained in this response represent those of Northamptonshire Highways on 
behalf of Northamptonshire County Council as Local Highway Authority and in no other function or authority.                

 

Application Reference LPP2/20  
LHA Reference  

Proposal 

The council has undertaken an assessment of alternative viable sites in 
response to the objections from NE and the LWT regarding RLW.  Careful 
consideration was given to each of the alternative sites and it is considered that 
Land to the east of the A6 Bypass, Bedford Road, could be an appropriate 
alternative viable site allocation to the RLW site. 
This site (also known as the “southern” option), together with the assessment of 
sites, was approved for consultation by the Planning Policy Committee on 21st 
September 2020 

Location Land to the east of the A6 Bypass, Bedford Road, south east of Rushden 

Date consulted 5th October 2020 
 

Thank you for sending us the application plans on the above proposal as the Local Highway Authority (LHA) 
and I would like to confirm the following observations: 

 
 
Further to the consultation letter received on the 5th October 2020 in relation the above sites and 
inclusion into the Local Plan Part 2 I have the following comments for your consideration and review: 
 
 

 

Land to the east of the A6 Bypass, Bedford Road, south east of Rushden 

 
 

We do not have an in-principle objection to the proposed site.  
 
A signal toucan crossing would be essential across the A6 Bypass in order to connect the site for non-
motorised users. It should be located within 20m of the give way line or 60m plus in accordance with 
National Standards however would suggest the former distance is moist suitable in terms of desire 
lines to the site.  

 
We would like to see a Road Safety Audit (RSA1), and subsequently review comments from our Audit 
and RSA Teams of the new access with the toucan, before any site access layout is agreed.  

 
Having reviewed the existing cycle route on Bedford Road the LHA would be looking for improvements 
by the development including some widening where possible. 

 
A high grade 6.5m wide loop road layout would be required for a bus to be able to turn around to serve 
the site. 

 
 
Rushden East SUE 

 
Super Crossings 
 
‘Super Crossings’ are suggested for the two main roundabouts on the A6. These have not been 
discussed or agreed with the highway authority and, from the limited information and detail available, 
would not appear to be appropriate in the locations suggested. 
 
From the limited information available, we would express significant concern regarding the impacts in 
safety and capacity terms. It appears, for example, that the suggested signalling on the roundabout 
legs would be substandard and the stacking capacity is too limited, (a single 
small vehicle) on each leg. 
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The changes of material on the approaches is also noted and care should be taken that high approach 
speeds require high PSV materials are used. This may not be compatible with the aspirations in this 
case. 
 
It is recommended that these features are not appropriate in these locations. 
 
A6 Traffic Calming 
 
The Highway Authority has attended and been engaged with a number of workshops and meetings 
regarding the suggestions of treating the A6 in a way to influence vehicle speeds and reduce the 
speed limit to 40mph or lower. We have consistently expressed significant concerns regarding the 
principles of this in safety and capacity terms. Such proposals and the enforceability of any revised 
speed limit are considered inappropriate and very limited. Whilst some features may influence speeds 
to a degree they may do so at the expense of safety and capacity. Fundamental changes to the 
straight alignment and character of the road would be needed which are neither practical or feasible. 
The very limited frontage development opportunities available, (to one side only and potentially only a 
small element for some considerable time), will not, in our view justify speed limit reductions that are 
sustainable. 
 
The A6 is a key strategic route and is likely to take considerably more traffic going forward. The 
realistic potential that the route will need to be dualled at some point is recognised and should be 
protected. This may give opportunities to provide additional planting and other environmental softening 
of the route, subject to a wide central margin, for example. However this will affect developable areas.  
The alignment is such that with its straight nature substantial and radical works would be required to 
change the fundamental character of it. 
Significant slowing of, and deviation of, the route would divert existing movements through the town, 
which would be highly undesirable. 
 
Development frontage opportunities are very limited and the current noise and landscape buffer are 
not conducive to influencing vehicle speeds. Removal of the noise bund and planting would not be 
desirable. 
 
A6 Access to Hayden Road 
 
The Master Plan Framework Document includes the proposal of vehicular access to Hayden Road 
(2.3.17). This introduces significant issues which have been discussed and commented upon at 
previous meetings and workshops. The following reiterates previous matters raised. 
The provision of an additional junction on the A6 of the nature suggested would introduce substantial 
delay on the route but also provides access to the town for those not associated with the development. 
The internal roads including Hayden Road, Newton Road and other roads within Rushden which are 
unsuitable to take significant increases in traffic that would be associated with such a direct link. 
 
A staggered junction would also introduce significant safety concerns. Vehicles moving from one side 
to the other would have limited stagger and space to wait between movements. the arrangement 
appears inappropriate and would not appear to be compliant with appropriate standards. 
 
The suggestion of a roundabout is noted. This would need to be substantial to accommodate the flows 
associated with the A6 and potential future dualling. In addition, as a four way roundabout this 
introduces the delays mentioned above due to turning traffic blocking A6 traffic, but also traffic along 
inappropriate routes previously mentioned as well. As a three arm roundabout accessing the 
development only, it would still need to be substantial to tale the flows and future dualling and would 
introduce blocking from turning traffic which would affect the capacity of the A6. 
 
General 
 
The Local Highway Authority supports proposals to connect the SUE by sustainable means and would 
like to highlight that discussions are already ongoing with the consortium applicants on design of 
walking and cycling facilities at the existing A6 roundabouts. 
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The application site is not affected by a Public Right of Way. 
 

The advice is given without prejudice to the views which may be expressed by Northamptonshire County 
Council as Highway Authority, should an application be made. 
 
Planning Permission does not give or imply permission for adoption of new highway or to implement any works 
within the highway and / or a Public Right of Way. 
 
I trust this assists  

 
Signed.....  

  
Senior Development Management Engineer 
 
For Assistant Director of Environment, Planning, and Transport 
Northamptonshire Highways 
One Angel Square 
Angel Street 
Northampton 
NN1 1ED 
 
Web www.northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Email  

 




