
Rushden East Sustainable Urban Extension 
What is the Rushden East Sustainable Urban Extension? 

Land to the east of Rushden was identified as the broad 
location for a sustainable urban extension in the adopted 
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy in 2016.  This will 
be delivered over approximately 20 years, consisting of at 
least 2,500 houses, job opportunities, community facilities/ 
services and green infrastructure. 

It will provide for a sustainable and attractive development, 
helping to meet the long-term housing requirements and 
economic growth for the area. It will offer a high quality of life 
for both new and existing residents enhancing the adjoining 
towns.  

Rushden East will be a new distinctive neighbourhood with its 
own separate identity, but will be well-connected and 
integrated with both Rushden and Higham Ferrers. 

How will the proposal be taken forward? 

A planning application will be required to provide detailed 
plans of how the development will be taken forward. The 
principle and broad location for the Sustainable Urban 
Extension was set in the 2016 Joint Core Strategy; however, 
the site specific details (particularly the development 
boundary) needs to be set by the Local Plan Part 2. 

What will the Local Plan Part 2 seek to deliver? 

The draft Rushden East Masterplan Framework Document 
was published for consultation in February 2020.  
Consultation feedback revealed a need for the Masterplan to 
be more closely aligned to the emerging Local Plan Part 2. 

Accordingly, the Local Plan Part 2 needs to provide additional 
site specific detail, over and above the broad strategic 
direction provided by the Joint Core Strategy. 

The Local Plan Part 2 will therefore provide additional policy 
direction, through setting a site specific policy and additional 
guidance to finalise the Masterplan Framework Document and 
guide future development, through setting: 

• A guiding vision statement

• Development objectives

• Key design principles

• An illustrative layout plan

• Design codes/ conceptual appearance of development
proposals

• Delivery and phasing arrangements

This should allow for the efficient completion of the 
Masterplan Framework Document and facilitate the timely 
granting of planning permission for these exciting proposals. 
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How can I get involved? What happens next? 

The draft Rushden East policy and supporting text will be 
subject to public consultation until 16 November 2020. 
Representations can be made as follows; 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/adsites1020/ 

Following the close of the consultation all comments made will 
be taken into account, to inform the Local Plan Part 2.  This 
will be published early in 2021 with a view to submission for 
independent examination to the Secretary of State by the 
spring. 

It is also anticipated that a planning application will be 
submitted to the Council in October 2020, which will need to 
comply with the principles set out in the Joint Core Strategy, 
Local Plan Part 2 and Masterplan Framework Document. 
However, the planning application itself will also be subject to 
its own specific public consultation. 

Further details are available on the Council’s website, where 
dedicated pages have been set up to provide up to date 
information about the Rushden East development proposal 
and the Local Plan Part 2: 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/rushdeneast 

https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/localplan2 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/adsites1020/
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/rushdeneast
https://www.east-northamptonshire.gov.uk/localplan2
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