
Proposed change (indicated by strikethrough and 
bold italics underlined text) 

Rationale for change by DfE 

[Replacement] Policy EN16:Special Educational 
Needs School,  Land south of Chelveston Road, 
Higham Ferrers 

The site allocation policy title should 
include the site location only, not the use, 
as this is described in the policy itself. 

Land to the west of Moulton College – south of 
Chelveston Road (2.1ha) – is allocated for the 
development of a new Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) Free School. The development should 
provide for: 

Whilst a planning application has been 
submitted for a SEN school, in planning 
policy terms, the nature of education 
provision does not affect the use class 
and therefore propose amendment to 
ensure the site is allocated for educational 
use rather than for a specific school. 

a) Development of a school building with capacity 
for 145 pupils and associated on-site infrastructure; 

As above, the site allocation does not 
need to refer to pupil numbers, as this 
would be tested through the planning 
application process. 

b) Primary vehicular and pedestrian access off 
Chelveston Road (north), with potential secondary 
access off Newton Road (west), to provide 
enhanced connectivity with the main Higham 
Ferrers and Rushden urban areas; 

The site allocation policy should not 
reference elements beyond the control 
and scope of this development. Other site 
accesses may relate to wider 
development which will dictate the route 
of any crossings etc. as and when it 
comes forward, and is outside the control 
of this land. 

c) Proportionate iImprovements to pedestrian and 
cycle arrangements in the locality; access for 
crossing the A6 Bypass; 

This is a detailed development 
management matter to be resolved 
through the planning application process. 
In any case, the College is already in this 
location (with associated movements) and 
there is a residential planning application 
pending that proposes these works. 

d) Sufficient car parking and associated on-site 
servicing to meet the needs of pupils, employees 
and visitors; 

Clear that pupil safety and security is a 
consideration for on site servicing. 

e) To seek improvements Net gains to 
recreational open space provision and green 
infrastructure, including the sharing and 
enhancement of existing facilities with the adjacent 
Moulton College campus; and 

The school will be a secure site and there 
will be no facility sharing with the general 
public. With regard to the College, any 
facility sharing would be agreed between 
the two Educational Trusts responsible for 
operating the respective institutions, and it 
is not possible to commit either Trust at 
this time to sharing of facilities for 
practical, operational and risk 
management purposes.  

f) Coordinated training and educational 
opportunities between the new school and Moulton 
College. 

As set out above, this will depend on the 
Educational Trusts and management of 
both schools and therefore should not be 
a policy or planning matter. It would not 
be possible to secure this at allocation or 
planning application stage. 



Proposed new text [Local Plan Part 2: Section 6.0 
Social Capital – additional subsection, “Education 
and training” at the end of section 6.0]  

Proposed Special Educational Needs School.  

The 2017 North Northamptonshire Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan and 2019 update for East 
Northamptonshire identify strategic infrastructure 
requirements necessary to support growth… 

The Government (DfE) has considered Rushden’s 
Growth Town status and the Rushden East 
allocation (Joint Core Strategy, Policy 33). In light 
of the SUE proposals and strategic educational 
infrastructure requirements, the DfE and County 
Council have identified an overwhelming need for 
additional educational facilities for students aged 
11-18 with a Statement of Special Educational 
Needs or an Education, Health and Care Plan for 
moderate learning difficulties to severe learning 
difficulties, including students with autism. This 
would be addressed by the development of a new 
Free School at Chelveston Road as part of the 
Friars East Academy, with a full capacity of 145 
pupils.  

The DfE has investigated 18 potential sites in 
seeking to identify a site to deliver this 
educational need. Through this assessment, it 
identified land to the south of Chelveston Road 
/east of Newton Road, Higham Ferrers was 
identified as the most suitable, deliverable site. 
The 2.1ha site is located on greenfield land i to the 
west of Moulton College. It is situated just beyond 
the Higham Ferrers urban area and Rushden East 
SUE (as shown in figure13). The Higham Ferrers 
Neighbourhood Plan sets out local direction and 
guiding principles for the protection and 
enhancement of community facilities and supports 
the development of new community facilities 
(including education) where appropriate. (Policy 
HF.CD2). 

Amend supporting text to remove 
reference to ‘Friars East Academy’ and 
clarify language around need for school.  

 


