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Our Ref: DfE/Local Plan/East Northamptonshire 2020         23rd March 2020 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Re: East Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2: Additional Sites consultation 

Consultation under Regulation 19 of Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 

Submission of the Department for Education  

1. The Department for Education (DfE) welcomes the opportunity to contribute to 
the development of planning policy at the local level.    

2. DfE previously responded to the Regulation 18 consultation in December 2018 
with regard to the need to provide social infrastructure to support the proposed 
growth identified by the Joint Core Strategy (‘JCS’) and to propose a site 
allocation for a Special Educational Needs (‘SEN’) School on a site to the south 
of Chelveston Road, near Higham Ferrers. It was proposed that the site be 
allocated for D1 use, to enable the school to be delivered expediently, to meet 
the need for the SEN school.  

3. Since then, DfE has engaged with ENDC to develop assessment framework and 
undertake a robust alternative site assessment. 

Site Sequential Assessment Report 

4. Further to the Regulation 18 representations submitted by DfE, seeking the 
allocation of Land at Chelveston Road, ENDC requested that DfE expand on the 
alternative site assessment that was included within the representation, in order 
to demonstrate the sequential process that resulted in the Chelveston Road site 
being progressed. 

5. The document produced by Cushman and Wakefield, planning consultants to 
DfE, sets out the agreed assessment framework for undertaking the site 
sourcing, assessment and selection. This document (dated December 2019) 
clearly shows that there are no sequentially preferable sites within the Urban 
Area of East Northamptonshire, nor suitable brownfield sites within the required 
geographical location.  

6. This Local Plan consultation specifically focusses on two additional proposed 
site allocations, at Rushden East Lakes for residential development and 
Chelveston Road for the proposed school. 

7. We would like to offer the following comments in response to the above 
consultation document. 
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Policy EN16: Special Educational Needs School, south of Chelveston 
Road, Higham Ferrers  

8. The Planning Application for the SEN School at Chelveston Road was validated 
by ENDC on 20th January 2020 (reference: 19/02011/FUL). It is an important 
milestone for the project delivery that the planning application is determined 
promptly in order for the school to be opened by September 2021, as set out 
below. 

December 2019 – Planning application submitted  

January 2020 – Planning application validated 

Spring 2020 – Planning application determined 

Summer 2020 – Planning conditions discharged, enabling works 

Summer 2020 – Spring 2021 – Main construction phase 

Summer 2021 – Handover  

September 2021 – School opening  

9. The appended document shows a tracked changes version of the proposed 
policy and supporting text. 

10. Also appended is a copy of the red line application boundary, which is slightly 
amended from the consultation document allocation boundary.  

11. In summary, it is considered that as currently drafted, the policy is too specific 
and relates to development management issues rather than policy requirements. 
Therefore, we have proposed the amendment of some of the specific details so 
as not to cause the unintended consequence of restricting the delivery of the 
school and surrounding sites.  

12. NPPF Paragraph 11 Part a) requires policies to be ‘sufficiently flexible to adapt 
to rapid change’. Therefore, we consider that the site allocation should be for D1 
Education use, rather than seeking to specifically allocate an SEN school. This 
will ensure that the policy approach is robust yet flexible enough to allow delivery 
of alternative education provision, should the SEN school not come forward as 
currently planned, or require amendment in the future (given that the plan period 
is until 2031).  

13. The supporting text is also too specific as it is the evidence base underpinning 
the policy approach rather than adding clarity or impacting on the policy 
implementation itself. Therefore, we have proposed amendment/removal of 
elements of this text, to ensure that the Plan is capable of ensuring longevity. 
JCS Policy 7 provides the strategic policy context within which this site allocation 
has been developed, and therefore there is no requirement to explicitly set out 
within the Local Plan document how the evidence has been interpreted to 
develop a specific proposal. 

 Conclusion 

14. Finally, I hope the above comments are helpful in finalising ENDC’s Local Plan 
Part 2, with specific regard to the proposed site allocation at Chelveston Road 
for Education use. We would like to discuss this policy further with you.  
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15. Please notify DfE when the Local Plan is submitted for examination, the 
Inspector’s report is published and the Local Plan is adopted. DfE would like to 
reserve the right to appear at Examination in Public.  

16. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries regarding this 
response. DfE looks forward to continuing to work with ENDC to develop a 
sound Local Plan which will aid in the delivery of new schools.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

  
Forward Planning Manager – South East 
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Enclosed: Proposed Policy wording changes document 
     Red line site plan 




