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   18th December 2017 
 
Michael Burton, 
Principal Planning Policy Officer, 
East Northamptonshire Council, 
Cedar Drive 
Thrapston 
Kettering 
Northamptonshire 
NN14 4LZ 
 
Dear Michael,  
 
Rushden Neighbourhood Plan  
 
Thank you for consulting the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning and Delivery Unit 
(JPDU) on the above. Please note this is an officer level response. The JPDU provided 
comments in May 2017 on the previous version of the Plan. For consistency and ease of 
reference, this response is cross referenced to those previous comments. 
 
Housing 
 
One of the key comments made in the previous JPDU response was in relation to the 
housing section of the Plan and the conflicting details it contained with regard to 
Rushden’s housing requirements in comparison to those set out in the JCS. The JPDU is 
pleased to note a number of changes within this section, including: 
 

• Paragraph 3.3, which now states that Rushden must plan for at least 3,285 
dwellings over the course of the Plan period, consistent with Table 5 of the JCS. 

• Paragraph 3.6 which now seeks to ensure that, as a minimum, the residual housing 
requirement for Rushden will be delivered in full. 

• Paragraph 3.7 which says that the plan now allocates an additional 610 dwellings 
within the plan period which will meet and likely exceed the JCS requirement. 

  
It is now considered that the Neighbourhood Plan’s approach to housing is in general 
conformity with the JCS in relation to meeting its requirements for Rushden. However, to 
increase clarity it is considered the Plan could detail what housing supply exists in the 
town up to 31.03.2017 (comprising completions to date and extant 
permissions/allocations). This is suggested in order to evidence the residual 610 housing 
requirement to be planned for and to aid future monitoring of the plan. This could be 
addressed either within Section 3 (Housing) or included as a new appendix at the back of 
the plan.  
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The JPDU is also now satisfied that Policy H5 has sufficient evidence that gives reasoning 
for the proposals it makes in regards to flatted developments, i.e. census data has been 
provided in the supporting text to justify the approach. 
 
Environment 
 
Policy EN6 no longer identifies Northampton Road within it, specifically due to the site 
being allocated in the JCS through Policy 35 and therefore a repeat of this policy is not 
required.  
 
Employment and Jobs 
 
In the supporting text of Policy EJ2 (Para 7.3) there is still reference to “floor space 
requirements set out in the NNJCS”. To reiterate our previous comment; the JCS does not 
specify floor space requirements in respect of new employment, it instead only sets a jobs 
target through Policy 23 (Distribution of Jobs), which is already referenced within this 
section of the Plan. Furthermore, there appears to be some text missing at the end of the 
last sentence of para 7.3 which should be addressed for reader clarity. 
 
It is considered that Policy EJ2 as a whole is improved since the last consultation. The 
Policy appears less restrictive to logistics development (as set out in our previous 
response). However, we would question whether the Policy should be referencing JCS 
Policy 22 (Delivering Economic Prosperity) and this should instead be JCS Policy 24 
(Logistics). 
 
Monitoring 
 
The JPDU is encouraged to now see the inclusion of a monitoring framework within this 
Plan, this will be vital in terms of guidance as to whether or not the proposed policies are 
working. However, we would suggest extending the scope of indicator RNP 3 (Housing 
Mix) beyond a focus on flats as a proxy for monitoring change in the town’s housing mix. 
Linked to this, it would be helpful if a baseline is established from which the supply of older 
persons housing can be monitored. On both counts, it is considered that making these 
changes would generate outputs which would more effectively assess the implementation 
of the Policy and facilitate future monitoring exercises.  
 
On the whole we are pleased to note that the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan has taken 
previous JPDU comments on board and made the necessary amendments to ensure the 
document is in general conformity with the JCS. 
 
Should you have any queries with this response, please do not hesitate to contact the 
JPDU.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Paul Woods 
Senior Planning Officer 
North Northamptonshire Joint Planning and Delivery Unit 
 


