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Rushden Neighbourhood Plan Review. 

Supporting Evidence base Review 

 North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (NNJCS) 2011-2031                                                             

 East Northamptonshire Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Update 2011) 

 East Northamptonshire Surface Water Management Plan - Detailed Assessment (April 2017)                                     

 Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (November 2017 update) 

Summary  

The Rushden Neighbourhood Plan identifies six future development sites and considers each 

associated flood zone but does not make reference to the identified risk of flooding from pluvial, 

fluvial, sewer or ground water sources. A requirement for sustainable urban Drainage Systems 

(SuDS) to mitigate flood risk for new development on both greenfield and brownfield sites has also 

been omitted. The plan encourages the protection and development of open space but does not 

encapsulate the use of multi-functional open space incorporating SuDS within the policies.  

Introduction 

Paragraph 1.0.15 of the North Northamptonshire JCS ('part 1' of the local plan) deals with strategic 

issues such as the overall spatial strategy, level of growth required and its distribution.  The JCS also 

sets out a set of core policies which relate to protecting and enhancing assets (such as the historic 

environment, landscape and biodiversity) and ensuring high quality development. This plan does 

therefore not replicate any of these policies, but provides greater local detail in relevant areas to 

ensure that the development vision for the area is delivered. The Rushden Neighbourhood Plan 

covers the Parish of Rushden in its entirety for the period 2011 to 2031. This plan period is the same 

as NNJCS part 1 of the local plan. 

Paragraph 3.59 of the NNJCS states that: ‘developers should manage flood risk on site for a 1% (1 in 

100) annual probability flood with an allowance for climate change without increasing risk to others. 

Piecemeal flood-mitigation measures should be avoided by implementing strategic flood risk 

management infrastructure projects through partnership schemes that will benefit the main towns of 

North Northamptonshire and the wider area downstream, taking climate change into account. 

Developers should demonstrate how their schemes are informed by local studies including the 

relevant Strategic Flood Risk Assessments (SFRA’s), Surface Water Management Plans (SWMPs) and 

the Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (LFRMS), and where applicable, design 

to a higher standard of protection’. 

 

Rushden Neighbourhood Plan review 

Policy H3 of the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan Site Assessment document evaluates eighteen sites of 

which six are proposed for future development. We acknowledge that these sites were subject to a 

refreshed evaluation of previously held data.  

 

The Rushden Neighbourhood Plan site assessment report determines flood risk for each site only in 

terms of flood zone. No specific flood risk information is attributed to the sites (i.e. pluvial, fluvial or 

groundwater flooding) within the assessment report and no referral to the requirement for a site 

specific flood risk assessment or NCC Flood Toolkit is made.  
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A total of 610 dwellings are attributed to these sites, however section 3.10 of the Rushden 

Neighbourhood Plan  states, a further 100 dwellings are projected for sites that do not meet the 

threshold for specific inclusion within the plan, these “windfall sites”  of less than 10 dwellings) will 

attribute 14% of new dwellings. These sites will need to be individually assessed against flood risk 

from all sources.  

 

The Rushden Neighbourhood Plan does not make reference to any of the supporting evidence base 

documentation, including the: 

 East Northamptonshire Surface Water Management Plan; 

 East Northamptonshire Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Review and Update 

(2011); or  

 Northamptonshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (November 2017 update).  

The East Northamptonshire Surface Water Management Plan Detailed Assessment (April 2017) 

document identifies risk from surface water flooding within Rushden including, the High Street and 

Bedford Road. A total of 384 properties are identified as at risk within the area. It is considered that  

the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan  should acknowledge the risk and promote the concept of flood 

alleviation through the use of retrofit  Sustainable Drainage Systems to help alleviate the risk of 

flooding to properties. 

Further, the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan also omits reference to the East Northamptonshire Level 

1 SFRA (2011). This assessment identifies areas of flood risk within Rushden including the risk of 

flooding within the vicinity of Skew Bridge Dyke, which occurred in 2002 and the risk of flooding 

from surface water within Rushden identified as the greatest risk within the District. It also states 

that Rushden is at risk of flooding from sewers. 

The projected 610 dwellings form a proportion of 3285 dwellings identified as required for Rushden 

in the period 2011-2031 (NJCS). With risk of flooding from multiple sources identified, coupled with 

the projected expansion in numbers of dwellings, it is disappointing that a more detailed assessment 

of flood risk has not been undertaken. 

 

Recommendations  

 
i)    Considering the associated risk of flooding in the area, policy measures which specifically target 

flood risk mitigation should be considered within Policy H3 of the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan .  
 
ii)   Development proposals for major or windfall sites within the Skew Bridge Dyke culvert 

catchment should take into account the limited capacity of the culvert. 
 
iii)   Reference is made within the plan to the positive effect and requirement for the incorporation   
       of SuDS for all development for flood risk alleviation. 
 
iv)   Reference is made to the NCC Local Standards and Guidance Document for surface water         
       drainage available at: 

 https://www.floodtoolkit.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Local-Standards-for-
publication-v1.3-September-2017.pdf and the NCC Flood Toolkit available at 
https://www.floodtoolkit.com/  

 
v)   Policy EN1, Design in Development. To include the requirement to incorporate SuDS under  
       the design principle of “Reducing flood risk to the development and elsewhere”. 
 

https://www.floodtoolkit.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Local-Standards-for-publication-v1.3-September-2017.pdf
https://www.floodtoolkit.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Local-Standards-for-publication-v1.3-September-2017.pdf
https://www.floodtoolkit.com/
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vi)   Policy EN2, Landscaping in Development. To include the incorporation of SuDS as flood risk 
benefit providing open space for multifunction areas, i.e. ”Sites should, wherever possible, be 
multi-functional, for example, areas set aside for Sustainable Drainage Schemes (SUDs) can also 
be natural and semi-natural open spaces and incorporate play areas”. 

 
vii)  The Rushden Neighbourhood Plan should promote the incorporation of SuDS for all new 

development including development within windfall sites. 
 
viii)   The Site Assessment document that accompanies the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan should 

include the requirement for a site specific Flood Risk Assessments. 
 

The inclusion of the following wording would be encouraged:  
 

‘All residential developments of 10 or more dwellings (or 0.3ha or more site area) should contribute 

to the provision or enhancement of open space based upon the local quality, quantity and 

accessibility standards to meet the needs generated by the increase in population from the 

development. New developments should incorporate SuDS within such open spaces to create or 

enhance multifunctional areas. Advice and standards for the incorporation of SuDS in the local area is 

available at https://www.floodtoolkit.com/ 

 

 

 

https://www.floodtoolkit.com/

