
 
EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FAITH GROUP 
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Northants 
 

17 December 2017 
To: planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RUSHDEN NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CONSULTATION 
 
Although the current consultation on the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan formally relates to 
whether certain specific legally-defined ‘basic conditions’ are met by the Plan, this requires 
expert knowledge which probably isn’t held by anyone in Rushden, such as on its 
compatibility with the European Union’s ‘SEA Directive of 2001/42/EC’. We, as trustees of 
the East Northamptonshire Faith Group, are therefore assuming that more basic 
comments from the local community can also be provided, particularly given that the 
consultation has been advertised in Nene Valley News and similar publications. 
 
On that basis: 
 
i) As previously notified to Rushden Town Council, some basic typos need 
correcting, if questions aren’t to be asked about the level [David Hedley] of literacy within 
Rushden – e.g. in paragraph 1.15 (page 8) ‘Doomsday Book’ should be ‘Domesday Book’ 
and ‘Rushey Valley” should be ‘rushy valley’. The tense relating to Rushden Lakes at para 
6.2 (page 34) can now be updated now that it is open, to say “Rushden Lakes 
complements…”   

 
ii) Much more substantively, we welcome the bullet point within the vision statement 
on page 18 which says: “To embrace the opportunities created by Rushden Lakes and 
Rushden East developments and to strive towards a town that balances the needs of its 
people with jobs and infrastructure” and we also welcome the statement within Policy CL9 
on new community facilities (page 42) that “Existing places of worship are encouraged 
to provide community facilities for the town”. But we are gravely concerned at the 
consistent refusal of the Leadership of East Northants Council to engage with our group – 
or with other community groups or individuals other than elected councilors - in the 
discussions on the detailed plans for Rushden East, despite the full council having 
previously voted for consultation to take place on a high level vision document for 
Rushden East. Such engagement seems essential if ‘the needs of the people’ are to be 
properly taken into account, and if the places of worship (or at least the faith groups 
running them) are to be able to make informed decisions on the provision of community 
facilities for the town (e.g. regarding whether we should relocate the Rushden Night 
Shelter to better, purpose-built facilities in Rushden East, including daytime activities for 
vulnerable people). We therefore propose that the Neighbourhood Plan is amended to 
include a commitment to such consultation. 

 
Iv)  Although we welcome policy H5 on page 24 on Market Housing type and mix, 
about providing ‘a balance of property sizes and types to meet market demands’ and the 
extra reference to supporting proposals that help meet the identified need for older 
people’s accommodation; we suggest that this be supplemented by an expression of 
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support for accommodation to meet the identified housing needs of vulnerable 
people, such as those sleeping rough and refugees/asylum seekers moving to the area. 
This need has recently been highlighted by eleven rough sleepers being identified in 
Rushden in the recent count, and the resulting welcome close working that is taking place 
between town and district councils and community groups to try to address the problem. 
Adding such a suggestion would show that the Neighbourhood Plan was ‘joined-up’ with 
this important work. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Andrew 
 
Andrew Presland 
Secretary to the trustees,  
East Northamptonshire Faith Group 
 


