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Thursday 2nd February 2017 
 
 
Dear Chris, 
 
Re: Ecological data search, Northampton Road, Rushden (Ref: P1231) 
 
Thank you for approaching the NBRC with this enquiry. All the information that you 
have requested is contained within this report. This includes a map of the search 
area, statutory and non-statutory site details and a list of protected and notable 
species records from your specified search area. For definitions of these sites please 
refer to the document at the end of this report. 
 
Statutory sites 
 
The following statutory site is located within your specified search area. This site has 
been labelled on the accompanying map. 
 
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits SSSI (SPA/RAMSAR) 
 
Further details, such as SSSI status and citations, can be accessed through the 
Natural England website using the following links; 
 
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020296.pdf 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UK11083.pdf 
 
 
Non-statutory sites 
 
Following the Natural Environment White Paper (2011), twelve Nature Improvement 
Areas (NIA’s) were designated and granted government funding in February 2012. 
They should aim to achieve significant and demonstrable enhancements of the 

Northamptonshire Biodiversity  
Records Centre 

C/O The Wildlife Trust 
Lings House 
Billing Lings 

Northamptonshire 
NN3 8BE 

Tel: 01604 400448 
Fax: 01604 784835 

nbrc@northantsbrc.org.uk 



ecological network over large areas by undertaking the actions prioritised in the 
review. 
 
Further information regarding the Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area can be 
found on the Natural England website using the following link: 
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/funding/nia/proje
cts/nenevalley.aspx 
 
The following non-statutory sites are located within your specified search area. 
These sites have been labelled on the accompanying map. 
 
Site Name Site Status 

Ditchford Reserve Local Wildlife Site/Wildlife Trust Reserve/SSSI/SPA 

Glebe Meadows Fisheries Lake Potential Wildlife Site 

Higham Ferrers Pocket Park/LWS/SSSI/SPA 

Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit East Local Wildlife Site/Pocket Park/SSSI/SPA 

Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit West Local Wildlife Site/Wildlife Trust Reserve/SSSI/SPA 

Higham Ferrers Pocket Park Potential Wildlife Site 

Higham Ferrers Reserve Local Wildlife Site/Wildlife Trust Reserve/SSSI/SPA 

Irthlingborough Lakes and Meadows Local Wildlife Site/Wildlife Trust Reserve/SSSI/SPA 

Rushden Field Potential Wildlife Site 

Rushden Old Railway Line (Central) Potential Wildlife Site 

Skew Bridge Lakes Local Wildlife Site/Wildlife Trust Reserve/SSSI/SPA 

Wilson's Pits Local Wildlife Site/Wildlife Trust Reserve/SSSI/SPA 

 
Descriptions for these non-statutory sites are attached to this report.  
 
Unfortunately we do not hold descriptions for Pocket Parks (please refer to the 
website for further information www.pocketparks.com).  
 
We do not currently hold any information for the following non-statutory sites located 
within your specified search area. 
 
Site Number Site Status 

Higham Ferrers East Meadow Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1/SSSI/SPA 

911 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

953 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

958 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

962 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

963 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

965 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

966 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

967 Potential Wildlife-Site Category 1 

 
Potential Wildlife Site Category 1 definition is; sites never fully surveyed and 
assessed against LWS criteria.  
 



For full definitions of Northamptonshire non-statutory sites please refer to the section 
“Sites of wildlife and geological importance in Northamptonshire” below. 
 
 
Species records 
 

Please note that we do not provide data for bats.  This information can be obtained 
directly from the Northants Bat Group/County Recorder for Mammals using the 
contact details already provided. 
 
885 protected and notable species records fall within your specified search 
boundaries. A list of these species records is attached to this report. 
 
This report contains sensitive information about the location of protected species and 
has been provided in confidence to assist you in your work.  Because of this OS Grid 
References must be withheld from documents destined for public consumption. 
 
I would remind you that these data are limited spatially and temporally and I would 
strongly recommend that follow-up surveys be carried out to support the baseline 
provided. I would also like to draw your attention to our terms and conditions once 
again. 
 

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre 
Terms and conditions 

 
 
 
1. All rights to the data are reserved and ownership is not transferred with it. Data held by the Northamptonshire 

Biodiversity Record Centre (N.B.R.C.) remains the intellectual property, and in the ownership and copyright, of the 
originator(s).  

 
2. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of all the data provided, the N.B.R.C. can accept no responsibility 

for any costs, damages or liabilities whatsoever arising from the use of the data or for any omissions or inaccuracies 
within it. 

 
3. The data held by the N.B.R.C. may not be comprehensive and the absence of data, in response to a data search, 

does not imply that a species, important habitat or designation does not exist within that search area. Recorded 
presence does not imply current presence and the date for all records will be provided. 

 
4. Data is provided solely for the use of the enquirer (and their client) and only for the purpose(s) specified by the 

enquirer at the time of its request. Data must not be reused or stored beyond the life of the project for which they 
were acquired.  

 
5. Data may be used as required in support of the planning process but OS grid references must be removed from 

documents destined for public consumption due to sensitive data concerning protected species.  
 
6. The N.B.R.C. will provide access to data subject to any conditions imposed on its use by the Data Protection Act, 

Environmental Information Regulations 2004, Copyright and Intellectual Property Right Law or the data owner. 
Restrictions on the release of information may therefore apply.  

 
7. The N.B.R.C. will only release un-interpreted data and will not usually comment upon its significance.  
 
8. The N.B.R.C. will release as soon as possible, and within twenty working days of receipt, the request unless an 

extension of time is necessary. In this event the enquirer will be informed within ten working days. 
 
9. All charges made by the N.B.R.C. relate to the provision of administration, data handling and search services.  

 
 
 



As agreed, the total charge for the time taken to extract this information and put 
together the report is £240 plus VAT (£288 including VAT). An invoice will be sent 
under different cover from our Cambridgeshire office. 
 
Should you have any enquiries please feel free to contact me at the above address. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Nathalie Hueber 
Biodiversity Data Officer 



Sites of wildlife and geological importance in Northamptonshire 
 
Statutory Sites: 
 
Special Protected Area (SPA) 
SPAs are strictly protected sites classified in accordance with Article 4 of the EC Directive on the conservation of wild birds 
(79/409/EEC), the Birds Directive.  
 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
The SSSI series provide statutory protection for the best examples of the natural environment. SSSI were originally notified 
under the National Park and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 and they were renotified under the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981. Improved provisions for their protection and management were introduced in the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
2000.  
 
National Nature Reserve (NNR) 
NNRs are declared by the statutory country conservation agency (English Nature) under the National Park and Access to the 
Countryside Act 1949.  NNR contain the most important examples of natural and semi-natural ecosystems within Great Britain. 
NNR conserve the habitats within them and offer opportunities for research.  
 
Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
LNRs are declared under the National Park and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 by local authorities. LNR are declared and 
managed for nature conservation, education and research or opportunities for public access to nature.  
 
Non-statutory sites: 
 
Nature Improvement Area (NIA) 
Following the Natural Environment White Paper (2011), twelve NIAs were designated and granted government funding in 
February 2012. They should aim to achieve significant and demonstrable enhancements of the ecological network over large 
areas by undertaking the actions prioritised in the review: 

• Improving the management of existing wildlife sites  
• Increasing the size of existing wildlife sites  
• Increasing the number of wildlife sites  
• Improving connectivity between sites  
• Creating wildlife corridors 

 
Local Wildlife Site (LWS) 
Local Wildlife Sites are areas of land which are rich in wildlife and are the equivalent to Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation. Criteria for selection take in threats and declines in certain species, national priorities and local distinctiveness. 
The LWS system is managed, in partnership, by The Wildlife Trust, local authorities, statutory nature conservation agencies, 
local naturalists and landowners. Local Wildlife Sites were previously known as County Wildlife Site (CWS) in the past.  
 
Protected Wildflower Verge (PWV) 
Protected Wildflower Verges are roadside verges rich in wildlife and are crucial to the success of the local Biodiversity Action 
Plan. Criteria for selection take in threats and declines in certain species, national priorities and local distinctiveness. The PWV 
system is managed, in partnership, by The Wildlife Trust, local authorities, statutory nature conservation agencies, local 
naturalists and landowners.  
 
Pocket Park 
The Pocket Park vision is to develop easy public access to the countryside, bringing the countryside to the people and 
providing opportunities for enjoyment and understanding of 'Countryside on the Doorstep'. Over the past 18 years, the county 
council has worked in partnership with many organisations and other local authorities to help create 80 Pocket Parks. For more 
information on this scheme please refer to the website at www.pocketparks.com. 
 
Local Geological Site (LGS) 
Local Geological Sites (LGS) are the most important places for geology and geomorphology outside the statutory SSSI. The 
sites are designated using locally developed criteria and are assessed by the local geological group.  
 
Potential Local Geological Site (PLGS) 
Potential Local Geological Sites (PLGS) are sites that were identified and considered to be important geological exposures.  
These sites have not yet been formally notified as Local Geological Sites by the local geological group. Currently these sites 
can only be located by a grid reference, as they do not have a formal site boundary and there is no descriptive survey 
information. 

Potential Wildlife Site (PWS) 
Potential Wildlife Sites (PWS) are sites that are either known or thought to be of higher biodiversity value than the average 
countryside but have not been confirmed to be of Local Wildlife Site (LWS) standard. 
 

PWS can belong to one of three categories: 1. Sites never fully surveyed and assessed against LWS criteria. 2. Sites surveyed 
and assessed against the LWS criteria but not currently reaching the standard. 3. Sites previously recognised as LWS but not 
currently meeting the latest LWS criteria. 
 

PWS were originally outlined using a combination of local knowledge and looking at aerial photographs for evidence of 
biodiverse habitats. All PWS are likely to be important for the County’s biodiversity, either in their own right, or through buffering 
and linking current LWS and contributing to Green Infrastructure. Many of these sites could potentially be of LWS standard 
once surveyed.  
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Site Name:    Ditchford Reserve 

 
Site Code:   E1267 
 
Status:    LWS 
 
Other Designations:  Site of Special Scientific Interest, Wildlife Trust Reserve, Nene Valley NIA, 
Special Protection Area (SPA) 
 
Grid Reference:  SP933680 
 
Area (ha):   31.6 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
03/04/2009 LWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Grassland, Wetland 
BAP Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters, Lowland Fen, Lowland Meadow 
 
Reason for Designation:   
The reserve qualifies as a wildife site with a total of 16 neutral grassland indicators found on the 
meadows and 11 wetland indicators within the gravel pits. 
 
Site Description: 
 
02/09/2008 
Formerly LWS 852 (Ditchford Lock Meadows LWS) the southern part of the reserve consists of 2 
meadows beside the gravel pit. The western meadow was surveyed in May and the eastern meadow 
was surveyed in September along with the gravel pits. Even though the survey date was later than 
ideal for grasslands the quality of the site was evident. A total of 12 neutral grassland indicators were 
found over the whole site, 3 of which are strong indicators. Six wetland indicators were recorded.  
 
Formerly LWS 851 (Ditchford Lock Gravel Pits LWS) the northern section of the reserve consists of 2 
mature gravel pits of 10 hectares and a smaller pit. The site is managed as a nature reserve by the 
Wildlife Trust. There is a fishing syndicate. The site is more mature than most of the gravel pits along 
the Nene Valley. A total of 11 wetland indicators were found over the whole site. However the 
abundance levels were generally low. 
 
Meadows 
The site has 2 meadows which differ in character. The western meadow, which is much drier, is 
managed as a hay meadow with aftermath grazing with cattle. This part of the site was surveyed on 
27/05/2008. This is a typical, straight forward lowland meadow (MG4) that is less variable in structure 
than the eastern meadow. This meadow does however show some variability in its diversity, with 
some swathes being more herb-rich than others. Great burnet Sanguisorba officinalis is locally 
abundant, and many other lowland meadow species such as cuckooflower, ladies bedstraw Galium 
Verum, common bird’s-foot trefoil and meadow vetchling Lathyrus prantense were also locally 
frequent. Meadow foxtail was abundant. Around the margins of the site, and in some patches within 
the meadow there was a large amount of false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius. This suggests that 
the level of grazing is a little bit low. 
 
The eastern meadow is quite wet with a number of tall wetland plants such Water Figwort 
Scrophularia auricularia, Soft rush Juncus effusus and Yellow Iris Iris pseudocorus. The meadow is 
divided by a drain around which the wet-loving species grew in abundance. The field to the south of 
the drain (away from the pits) seemed to be much less interesting botanically with mostly common 
species being found. The eastern meadow is grazed by cattle. 
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The other part of the meadow held a good range of grassland indicators including Dropwort 
Filipendula vulgaris, Spiked Sedge Carex spicata and Great Burnet.  
 
It should be noted that the survey date of early September was not optimal and more species would 
have been found earlier in the season.  
 
The full list of grassland indicators found included: Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa, Dropwort, Great 
Burnet, Hairy Sedge Carex hirta, Hoary Ragwort Senecio erucifolius, Meadow Barley Hordeum 
secalinum, Meadow Cranes-bill Geranium pratense, Meadow Vetchling, Lady’s Bedstraw, Lesser 
Stitchwort Stellaria graminea, Spiked Sedge and Square-stalked St John’s Wort Hypericum 
tetrapterum. 
 
Gravel pit 
The site has 3 pits in total which are more mature in relation to the rest of the Nene Valley.  The 2 
larger pits are fished by a small syndicate. The larger pit to the east is mostly ringed by mature trees 
and there is a subsequent lack of marginal vegetation. In general the abundance of marginal plants 
was rather low compared to other gravel pits. The only submerged species found was Nuttall’s 
Waterweed Elodea nuttallii. 
 
The western pit has a shallow area away from the bank which is dominated by an Equisetum species. 
The smaller pit is heavily shaded by scrub. Greater Duckweed Spirodela polyrhiza, a rare plant in 
Northamptonshire, was abundant in the pool. 
 
The full list of indicators found includes: Common Comfrey Symphytum officinale, Marsh Bedstraw 
Galium palustre, Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris, Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, Skullcap 
 Scuttelaria galericulata, Slender Tufted-sedge Carex Acuta, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis 
scorpoides, Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris and Yellow Iris Iris 
Psuedocorus. 
 
A Black Tern Chlidonias niger was fishing in the large pit, with a number of Common Terns and is a 
noteworthy sighting for Northamptonshire. 
 
The river alongside the site has a lock and gauging station. The south bank has plenty of scrub whilst 
the northern bank is more open. Both banks have a rather narrow strip of vegetation. 
 
Boundary Changes 
16/01/2013 This site was orginally three sites (Ditchford Lock Gravel Pits LWS 851, Skew Bridge 
West Lake LWS 868 and Ditchford Lock Meadows LWS 852). At some stage between 2003 and 2006 
Skew Bridge West Lake was joined with Ditchford Lock Gravel Pits and Ditchford Lock Meadows was 
extended to the south. Following the 2008 survey Ditchford Lock Gravel Pits and Ditchford Lock 
Meadows were combined to create Ditchford Reserve LWS. 
 
Related Site Information 
 
Ditchford Lock Meadows, Historical 
Ditchford Lock Gravel Pits, Historical 
Skew Bridge West Lake, Historical 
 
 
Ditchford Lock Meadows 
04/06/1996 
A currently rather neglected area of wet grassland, divided into two meadows by a hedge and ditch. 
Sporadically grazed by horses. Species recorded during a brief visit in 1994 include small areas with 
rare Filipendula vulgaris, F. ulmaria, Sanguisorba officinalis, Carex spicata, C. acutiformis, Lathyrus 
pratensis, Phalaris arundinacea and Glyceria maxima. 1981 records also included Galium verum, 
Silaum silaus and Hordeum secalinum. Because of their proximity to the gravel pits at Higham Ferrers 
(as well as those adjacent), this is a potential wintering wader site. 1996 The meadows now appear to 
have recovered from earlier vehicle damage, with the exception of areas near the track and the 
entrance. Both the meadows have tall grassland, with the east meadow rather wetter and less 
homogeneous than the west. The west meadow is dominated by Alopecurus pratensis and Poa 
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pratensis, with other species occurring in patches according to the drainage and use of the field. 
These include Poa angustifolia, P. trivialis, Dactylis glomerata, Festuca rubra, Holcus lanatus, 
Agrostis stolonifera and Deschampsia cespitosa (which tends to occur only near to the lake). Herb 
species include Ranunculus bulbosus, R. acris, R. repens, Cerastium fontanum, Rumex acetosa, 
Sanguisorba officinalis and Stellaria graminea. The Sanguisorba occurs in one large patch in the 
north east edge of this field, near to the lake. This corner also has a few planted sycamores and 
alders. The drain dividing this field from the east meadow is wet but choked with Glyceria maxima and 
few other species. It is edged with Salix cinerea and Crataegus, which are quite dense for most of its 
length. The east meadow is slightly larger and has patches of sedges and grassland, with a damp 
central area that bears signs of having been very wet at one stage. Here there are extensive patches 
of Carex ovalis, and an area dominated by C. panicea with Glyceria maxima. C. acutiformis also 
occurs in one area. Around these damper patches is grassland with a mix of Deschampsia cespitosa, 
Holcus lanatus, Carex hirta and some ruderal species on the dry mud areas. All the peripheral areas 
of the meadow are thenceforth similar to the west field, including abundant Sanguisorba officinalis 
and buttercups and occasional Cardamine pratensis. Filipendula vulgaris was not found this year, but 
Carex spicata was found, although rarely. The drain bordering the south of this field is broad and 
shallow, with over a foot of water but few open water areas due to Glyceria growth. It is more rich in 
species than the drain dividing the two fields, and includes abundant Filipendula ulmaria on the field 
side, with Typha latifolia and Carex acutiformis frequent amongst the Glyceria and Myosotis laxa 
occurring in the one small piece of open water that could be reached. Several snipe have been 
sighted in this field, although there is no recent record of breeding. Birds seen at the time of survey 
(96) include skylark, blackcap, whitethroat and Canada goose. Bluetailed and green damselflies, 
banded demoiselles and four-spotted chasers were frequent over the grassland near the lakes, along 
with orange-tip, brimstone and green-veined white butterflies. These were given up on in the 1992 
survey but have subsequently recovered some of their diversity and have very good potential given 
suitable management. A LNR. 
 
 
Ditchford Lock Gravel Pits 
04/06/1996 
This large area of flooded gravel workings is divided into a larger and a smaller lake. Both are 
surrounded by tall scrub and willows, with wet grassland beyond and Ditchford Lock Meadows/Skew 
Bridge West Lake to the south. This is amongst the longest-established of the Nene gravel pits. 
Species recorded in 1979 include Bidens tripartita, Lycopus europaeaus, Rorippa amphibia, Myosotis 
scorpioides, Mentha aquatica, Alisma plantago-aquatica and Galium palustre. This is a much-
recorded site, particularly for birds. It does not attract as many important winter visitors as the larger 
pits (which have more accessible mud feeding areas) but is a good duck site. Breeding records have 
included Great Crested Grebe, Tufted Duck and Sand Martin. Visitors have included Little Gull, Water 
Pipit, Bearded Tit, Osprey, Goosander, Shelduck, Garganey, Oystercatcher, Little Ringed Plover, 
Jack Snipe, Greenshank and many unusual occasional sightings. Some of the less common wader 
species have not been recorded recently, probably because the site is less suitable now it has more 
scrubbed-up surrounds. The east end of this site is now particularly overgrown, offering excellent 
warbler habitat adjacent to the scrub surrounding Skew Bridge West Lake - where Cetti's warblers 
have been heard recently (95). 1996 survey Included this year was the far west end of the site, which 
consists of a belt of scrub and young trees between the west lake and the road. Species include ash, 
hawthorn, blackthorn, buckthorn, bramble, sallows and dead elm. The groundflora is heavily shaded 
and mostly limited to Alliaria petiolata, Glechoma hederacea, Hedera helix, Urtica and Galium 
aparine. A garden warbler and blackcap were heard. Next to this strip, which conveniently cuts off the 
west lake from the road, is the end of the lake. This part of the west lake has flooded grey sallows 
forming an open carr/swamp ideal for nesting ducks and grebe. Mallard, coot and moorhen were seen 
at the time of survey. The banks are heavily scrubbed except for parts of the south edge, which has a 
steep, grassy bank forming a bund around that side of the water. Here the species include Conium 
maculatum, Anthriscus sylvestris, rare Sanguisorba officinalis, Heracleum sphondylium and grassland 
similar to the meadow to the south dominating the path, including Festuca rubra, Ranunculus 
bulbosus, Alopecurus pratensis and Rumex acetosa. Most of the perimeter of the lake however is not 
grassy, and has sallow, elder, buckthorn and hawthorn scrub with taller aspens and crack willows 
grading into a broad fringe of emergent vegetation. The emergent fringes have abundant Sparganium 
spp, Equisetum spp, Lycopus europaeus, Rorippa amphibia, Juncus articulatus, Carex riparia, 
Mentha aquatica and Typha latifolia. A belt of denser scrub and trees separates it from the east lake, 
which is much larger and more open, without the sallow bushes growing out of the water. This larger 
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lake has more tall trees around it, including some mature aspens, and a denser zone of scrub with 
osiers as well as the species mentioned above. The north and east edges are particularly good for 
wildlife cover, and include a triangle of dense hawthorn and ash on the northwest edge. This was 
once a pond site, but now has a very shaded, almost dry base with abundant Apium nodiflorum and 
occasional Myosotis and Callitriche stagnalis in the muddiest parts, and nettles elsewhere. The rest of 
the north margin of this lake has tall, lush vegetation under the scrub, including Poa trivialis, 
Epilobium hirsutum, Urtica dioica, Heracleum sphondylium, Anthriscus sylvestris, Scrophularia 
auriculata, Myosoton aquaticum, Artemisia vulgaris, Iris pseudoacorus, Filipendula ulmaria and a 
patch of Symphytum sp. This area tends towards rank vegetation, which it would probably turn into 
without such a damp substrate. Species in and around the lake include Lemna minor, Elodea 
canadensis, E. nuttallii, Nuphar lutea, Schoenoplectus lacustris, Glyceria maxima, Equisetum spp, 
Carex riparia, C. otrubae, Alisma plantago-aquatica, Fontinalis antipyretica and occasional 
filamentous algae. A great crested grebe, mute swans, mallard, coots and Brent geese were seen at 
the time of survey, and sedge warblers were frequent in the scrub around the edges of the site. Many 
other species have been recorded (see above). Four-spotted chaser, common darter, emerald, blue-
tailed and common blue damselfly, banded demoiselles and brimstone, orange-tip and green-veined 
white butterflies were seen over or around the lakes at the time of survey. This site is part of an area 
of proposed conservation/recreation management owned by East Northants District Council. These 
are now very good bird and mammal habitats and provide a contrast to the less well-vegetated pits 
that are more common along the Nene. A possible otter site? 1996 now a LNR. 
 
 
Skew Bridge West Lake 
04/06/1996 
This is a sheltered and secluded lake much of which has now become overgrown with sedges and 
sallows, leaving only the broad, square south end as open water. To the west of the water is a broad 
length of tall, coarse vegetation and young scrub, including frequent silver birch, patches of 
Symphytum sp, Heracleum sphondylium, Anthriscus sylvestris, Epilobium hirsutum, Angelica 
sylvestris, Equisetum sp, Vicia hirsuta, V. sepium and Urtica dioica, bounded by a tall hawthorn 
hedge. North of the open water has been taken over by grey sallow, osiers, hawthorn and large crack 
willows, with a swamp of Carex acutiformis, Typha sp, Glyceria maxima and another sedge species 
that couldn't be reached (possibly C. disticha). The narrow drain at the very north end is now covered 
with Lemna minor, beneath which there seemed to be a lot of activity, probably by frogs and tadpoles. 
Cetti's warblers have been heard recently in this thicket, and at the time of survey willow warblers, 
sedge warblers, garden warblers and wrens were heard. The open water that remains on the site is 
deep and very clear but rather dystrophic, although fine aquatic species do occur deep in the water. 
These were hard to reach, but include Potamogeton berchtoldii. The edges around the square end of 
the water are very steep and have few emergent species, but the north east and west sides have 
occasional Persicaria amphibia, Myosotis scorpioides and Glyceria maxima. This water was 
especially popular with dragonflies and damselflies, and other invertebrates and fish were plainly 
thriving. Birds seen on the water were limited to moorhens, although other waterfowl in the vicinity 
probably nest in the north section as it is so undisturbed. At first sight this area looks weedy and 
neglected, but closer inspection reveals a very important habitat area that complements the 
surrounding gravel pits well, providing good, varied cover whereas most of the lakes are rather open. 
Even if the presence of Cetti's warbler was transitory this is still a valuable site. 
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Site Name:    Glebe Meadows Fisheries Lake 

 
Site Code:   E738 
 
Status:    PWS 
 
Other Designations:  Nene Valley NIA 
 
Grid Reference:  SP934684 
 
Area (ha):   0.3 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
08/08/2006 LWS 
16/09/2014 PWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Wetland 
 
 
Reason for Designation:   
A small, linear fishing lake with 5 islands next to the River Nene. Only two Fen, Swamp and Marsh 
Indicator Species were found here and the stonewort species from previous surveys were not 
recorded. Retained as a PWS as it could develop more interest with targetted management for 
wildlife. 
 
Site Description: 
 
12/06/2014 
A small, linear lake with 5 linear islands.  There were stands of emergent swamp vegetation in the 
water and at the time of this survey a lot of the open water surface was clogged with floating algae. 
Shrubs and small trees of willow were frequent around the edges of the lake and there were frequent 
small fishing platforms. There was some typical little managed grassland to the south of the lake, with 
more disturbed ground to the north. 
 
Shrubs and small trees around the edges of the lake were all willow species, with all the commoner 
species of this area represented. 
 
Swamp vegetation was comprised of stands of locally dominant Common Reed Phragmites australis, 
Club-rush Schoenoplectus lacustris, Lesser Reedmace Typha angustifolia and Common Reedmace 
Typha latifolia. Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima was also present as an emergent, but was more 
abundant at the eastern end of the lake spreading out into the grassland area. 
 
At the time of this survey, a lot of the open water was carrying abundant floating algae.  However, the 
frequent fishing platforms allowed good access, and where the algae was absent, then the water was 
very clear.  It was possible to see abundant tadpoles deep in the lake as well as water boatmen and 
whirlygig beetles on the surface.  Aquatic plants were not abundant, but there was very locally 
frequent Nuttall's Pondweed Elodea nuttallii and the previously recorded Stonewort species may well 
still be present but hidden by the algae. 
 
There was tall vegetation on the lake islands, which were not accessible, but most appeared to be 
Greater Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum. 
 
Lots of dragonflies around the site and abundant tadpoles in the water as well as a selection other 
aquatic invertebrates. 
 
Grassland to the south of the lake was mostly MG1 in character with abundant False Oat-grass 
Arrhenatherum elatius, locally frequent Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata Grass and Red Fescue 
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Festuca rubra.  Meadow Fox-tail Alopecurus pratensis was also locally abundant.  There was a small 
amount of Spiked Sedge Carex spicata in this grassland, but it was otherwise species-poor. 
 
To the north of the lake was more disturbed ground with ruderal species such Bristly Oxtongue Picris 
echioides and Teasel Dipsacus fullonum, as well as patches of dominant Nettle Urtica dioica and 
locally abundant Meadow Foxtail Alopecurus pratensis. 
 
 
08/08/2006 
This small (0.3 Ha) specially created coarse fishing pond that has been built fairly recently. The pond 
features 3 small linear islands that are currently being colonised by tall ruderal species which receive 
management by the owner.  
 
The owner of the site has seen water voles (Arvicola terrestris) on the islands in the pond, but no 
evidence of the species presence was noted during the survey. Several small mammal runs were 
noted (through binoculars) along the bank side of the islands and the surveyor would recommend a 
survey at a later date. The confirmation of the presence of this species within the local area would be 
a new record and providing that the mink (Mustela vison) in the Nene valley do not find and destroy 
the population, if present they could eventually spread into suitable habitat in the surrounding area. 
 
This site qualifies as a wildlife site for the presence of a charophyte (Chara contraria) 
 
Boundary Changes 
18/03/2015 The boundary was extended to the east following the 2014 survey so that it now 
follows the lake edges more accurately. 
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Site Name:    Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit East 
 
Site Code:   E753 
 
Status:    LWS 
 
Other Designations:  Pocket Park, Site of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protection Area 
(SPA), Nene Valley NIA 
 
Grid Reference:  SP951688 
 
Area (ha):   6.8 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
20/12/2006 LWS 
03/04/2009 LWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Wetland 
BAP Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters 
 
Reason for Designation:   
This site qualifies as a LWS as it has 7 fen, marsh and swamp indicator species. The lake also held 
some interesting submerged species including a county rarity Grass-wrack Pondweed Potamogeton 
Compressus. 
 
Site Description: 
 
02/09/2008 
The site consists of a gravel pit of approximately 7 hectares next to the A43. The site is managed as a 
coarse fishery. The lake held some interesting submerged species including a county rarity Grass-
wrack Pondweed Potamogeton Compressus. 
 
The lake is situated between the A45 and the north of Higham Ferrers. There is a pocket park next to 
the lake. Access to the site is via a footbridge to a large L-shaped Island from which fishing takes 
place. There appears to be no access to the rest of the lakes margins. The public have access to the 
island as a large footbridge passes from here over the A45. 
 
The lake is very weedy with much Lemna sp. The submerged species found included Grass-wrack 
Pondweed, which is a county rarity. Also recorded was Greater Duckweed Spirodela polyrhiza, Rigid 
Hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum and Nuttall’s Waterweed Elodea Nuttallii. A small ditch on the 
island held River Water-crowfoot Ranunculus fluitans. A good number of invertebrates were observed 
when sampling the water plants. 
 
The most open area of bank runs parallel to the road facing the open lake. There are a limited number 
of fishing platforms along this bank and the margins appear to shelve away quite steeply. Reed 
Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima is the dominant marginal plant along with various willows. Freshwater 
indicators that are present include Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris, Meadowsweet Filipendula 
ulmaria, Nodding Bur-marigold Bidens Tripartita, Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, Water Forget-
me-not Myosotis scorpoides, Water Mint Mentha aquatica and Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris. 
 
The area around the ditch held some other interesting plants including several stalks of a hellerobine 
that was too long past flowering to recognise. Common Hemp-nettle Galeopsis tetrahit occurred on 
the spoil that appeared to come from the ditch. Spiked Sedge Carex spicata was found at the eastern 
end of the island. 
 
Boundary Changes 
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03/05/2016 This site was originally part of Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit SSSI before the A45 was 
built. It is now Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit East and it is part of the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pit SSSI. 
The site was split following the 2008 survey. The meadow in the south part of the site was not 
surveyed is now Higham Ferrers East Meadow PWS. 
 
Related Site Information 
 
Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI, Historical 
 
 
Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI 
01/10/1996 
A large complex of flooded gravel pit lakes of varying ages, now partly bisected by the widened A45 
but still very important for birds in the Nene Valley. Nationally important numbers of winter bird visitors 
are the main reason for the SSSI designation. Species include breeding shoveler, little ringed plover, 
mute swan, mallard and other common waterfowl, lapwing and redshank populations, large numbers 
of teal and pochard and lots of migratory visitors such as ruff and yellow wagtail. The very varied 
topography of the pits that makes them suitable for so many bird species also forms good plant and 
invertebrate habitats. Part of the site is a Trust Reserve (see subsite details). See the SSSI 
notification sheet for more details of the site as a whole - which is also mentioned in the County Bird 
Report. Despite the huge amount of quarrying along the Nene Valley, this is still the largest 
uninterrupted area of habitat in the Valley. 
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Site Name:    Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit West 
 
Site Code:   E752 
 
Status:    LWS 
 
Other Designations:  Site of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protection Area (SPA), Nene 
Valley NIA, Wildlife Trust Reserve 
 
Grid Reference:  SP947691 
 
Area (ha):   56.9 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
18/12/2006 LWS 
24/10/2012 LWS 
21/10/2013 LWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Grassland, Wetland, Woodland 
BAP Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters, Lowland Fen, Reedbed, Wet Woodland 
 
Reason for Designation:   
A large relatively undisturbed gravel pit in the Nene Valley, the site consists of a large flooded pit, 
which was broken up by many long spits and islands. Swamp vegetation was present around the 
edges of the gravel pits, as were abundant trees, tall shrubs and occasional areas of wet woodland. 
The site qualifies as a LWS with 12 wetland indicators recorded (4 rare). 
 
Site Description: 
 
22/08/2013 
A small area of the site in the north was crossed by a public footpath and was otherwise policed by 
the fishery manager.  The much larger rest of the site was more or less undisturbed, although there 
was apparent informal access from the public footpath alongside the river Nene and from the disused 
railway on the western edge.  Many parts in the south and east would be only accessible by boat, or 
with a large amount of work with a machete. 
 
The smaller flooded pit in the northern corner was separated from the larger gravel pit by a narrow 
strip of land carrying the public footpath.  The rest of the area was all a part of the same large flooded 
pit, which was broken up by many long spits and islands, some of which were accessible some of 
which were not; some of which were on low, damp ground, some of which were quite high and very 
dry.  This produced many sheltered bays and what were effectively a series of smaller bodies of water 
that were often only connected to each other by very narrow strips of deeper water.  The larger pit 
receives water from the river Nene on the eastern boundary by way of a weir in the south-west corner 
when river levels are high, and is connected to other gravel pits to the north-west by way of a narrow 
channel near the north-western corner. 
 
Swamp vegetation around the edges of the gravel pits was largely restricted by a narrow shallow shelf 
and by abundant trees and tall shrubs.  These were abundant in the north, very abundant in the 
south.  The best swamp vegetation was found on the more gently sloping eastern edge and in some 
of the more sheltered bays in the south, where floating-mats of swamp plants were developing. At the 
time of this survey though, a lot of the water surface was covered by blankets of algae or by 
duckweed, making it difficult to access aquatic species.  
 
Those aquatic plants that were found were mostly collected from small bays where they had 
accumulated through wind and wave action.  The abundance of blanket weed in places made it 
difficult to search for submerged species and the restricted access to many parts means the situation 
is likely to be better than this survey suggests. 
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The northern part of the site was fairly straightforward with the base-map reflecting the situation on 
the ground accurately.  In the south though, it was more complex with many areas shown on the map 
as open water now having damp woodland, swamp vegetation or dominant Nettle.  Also present were 
various isolated pools that are not shown on the map.   
 
A feature of this site, away from the open water, was the abundance of Urtica dioica Nettle.  This was 
dominant in many parts of the site, being found on quite damp ground, even within wet woodland 
areas, and also on some very dry ground.  Otherwise there were areas of wet and dry grassland with 
some ruderal species present as remnants from the previous vegetation.  In the south-west corner 
and on the nearby wider spit, a larger area of grassland was developing from open vegetation, but 
this was being rapidly invaded by scrub.  
 
The survey was hampered in many places by Nettles over head height and by dense Bramble and 
Blackthorn.  Another obstacle was very steep or vertical slopes on some of the spits, especially where 
these were hidden within dense scrub. Even in close proximity to the flooded pit it was often very 
difficult to reach or even see the edge. 
 
Any future survey would best be done earlier in the year, before the Nettles are too tall and before 
blanket-weed covers much of the surface, making it difficult to find aquatics. 
 
Habitat detail 
 
The two most abundant aquatic plants found at this site were Spiked Water-milfoil Myriophyllum 
spicatum and Nuttall's Pondweed Elodea nuttallii.  Broad-leaved Pondweed Potamogeton natans was 
very locally abundant and it is likely that the aquatic vegetation here was much better than this survey 
indicates. 
 
The most frequent swamp plants over the whole site were Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima and 
Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum, with more scattered to only very locally frequent Water 
Horsetail Equisetum fluviatile, Common Reedmace Typha latifolia and Common Club rush 
Schoenoplectus lacustris. Greater Pond-sedge Carex riparia swamp occurred in a few places, both at 
the gravel pit edges but also on some quite high and very dry ground.  The more gently sloping 
eastern edge was the only place where quite large stands of Common Reed Phragmites australis 
were found. 
 
Among these taller plants were under-storey species such as Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris, Water 
Mint Mentha aquatica, Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris and Purple Loosestrife Lythrum salicaria.  
Over the site as a whole though, this vegetation was rather scarce and the banks were more 
frequently overhung by trees and shrubs with very little vegetation below. Toward the south-east 
corner, a quite large floating-mat of Reed Sweet-grass and Common Reedmace was developing in a 
very sheltered area.  On one small patch of damp mud on a partially shaded part of the pit shore there 
was a patch of Round-fruited Rush Juncus compressus.  The most widespread sedge of the site was 
False Fox-sedge Carex otrubae. 
 
The damp woodland was frequently with mostly bare ground, but Greater Pond-sedge, Reed Sweet-
grass and Nettle were locally abundant.  Also in this habitat was quite a lot of Field Horsetail 
Equisetum arvense.  This was often found in the "shade form" as described in Merryweather and Hill, 
with the branches themselves branching in a partial imitation of Wood Horsetail. 
 
Developing grassland communities in the south-west had plants such as False Oat-grass, Red 
Fescue, Wild Carrot, Ragwort and rare Spiked Sedge Carex spicata, as well as ruderal remnants 
such as Bristly Ox-tongue and Creeping cinquefoil. 
 
This site was unusual in having so many sheltered areas and it is likely that the floating-mat of swamp 
vegetation will continue to develop and could become quite rich over time. 
 
With so much inaccessible, or hardly accessible ground, and with such an abundance of trees and 
shrubs, this site has value for birds and other fauna that cannot cope with frequent disturbance  
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Dragonfly activity here was very evident. 
 
 
25/05/2011 
This site includes 3 lakes between the river Nene and the disused railway line. One of these is much 
larger than the others. A species list was not collected during this survey. 
 
Main Lake 
The largest lake is heavily vegetated. The southern end of the lake is very shallow and holds very little 
open water. The banks are heavily vegetated with trees and nettles making access to survey difficult. 
There appears to be a mixture of wet woodland, reedbed and other marshy habitats in this southern 
corner. The trees include some relatively old willows.  
 
A backchannel of the Nene runs through the south-western corner of the site, which enters the main 
lake in the south-west and then leaves again in the north-west. The channel was not flowing at this 
time and due to the degree of siltation and vegetation growth looks unlikely to flow very often. There is 
a substantial weir where it leaves the main river. The backchannel is crossed by a bridge structure 
that is no longer intact and is not in use. Between this bridge and the old bridge over the Nene is an 
area of short grassland and bare ground which has been regularly disturbed by vehicles. The 
grassland here is very similar to that on the neighbouring site, Skew Bridge.  
 
Between the backchannel and the finger of the lake to the south is an area of dry grassland with 
scattered scrub. This peninsular into the lake is much higher than the lake level. The grassland 
contains some floristic diversity, and butterflies were abundant. There were also some tussocks and 
ant hills. 
 
The northern and western edges of the main lake had semi-continuous tree-cover and very little 
marginal vegetation. There were some fishing swims in these areas. 
 
The eastern edge of the lake is within Higham Ferrers Nature Reserve, and was the most diverse part 
of the lake. Here the lake margins were more variable in structure and had areas of reed and wider 
fringes of marginal vegetation. The tree fringe was also punctuated with gaps that contained wet and 
dry grassland.  
 
Western Lake 
This smaller, narrow lake is between the main lake and the disused railway. This was mainly heavily 
shaded by trees and scrub, but there were a few more open areas with fishing swims dotted along the 
edge with the disused railway. 
 
Northern Lake 
This smaller, triangular shaped lake had some marginal vegetation that was dominated by Glyceria 
maxima as well as a willow fringe.  
 
Access 
A substantial path runs along the railway line and then between the main lake and northern lake. This 
path joins the river side path through Higham Ferrers Nature Reserve. 
 
Boundary Changes 
01/04/2012 Removed north section as now part of Irthlingborough Lakes. Higham Ferrers 
Reserve had previously been removed and is a separate LWS. 
26/11/2013 Slight boundary change to lose section in SW corner that is part of sewage works. 
15/04/2014 Historical boundary information (2006-2009): The site was an SSSI on its own right 
prior to the SPA and the A45 cutting through it (see historical site detail). It was designated LWS in 
2006 because of its SSSI status. In 2007 the site name is changed to Higham Ferrers Gravel Pit 
West. In 2008 area is reduced from 87.7ha to 81.9ha (Eastern section now included in Higham 
Ferrers Reserve). 
 
Related Site Information 
 
Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI, Historical 
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Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI 
01/10/1996 
A large complex of flooded gravel pit lakes of varying ages, now partly bisected by the widened A45 
but still very important for birds in the Nene Valley. Nationally important numbers of winter bird visitors 
are the main reason for the SSSI designation. Species include breeding shoveler, little ringed plover, 
mute swan, mallard and other common waterfowl, lapwing and redshank populations, large numbers 
of teal and pochard and lots of migratory visitors such as ruff and yellow wagtail. The very varied 
topography of the pits that makes them suitable for so many bird species also forms good plant and 
invertebrate habitats. Part of the site is a Trust Reserve (see subsite details). See the SSSI 
notification sheet for more details of the site as a whole - which is also mentioned in the County Bird 
Report. Despite the huge amount of quarrying along the Nene Valley, this is still the largest 
uninterrupted area of habitat in the Valley. 
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houses adjacent on the west side of the line and open fields on the east side. The line is well used as a footpath 
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communis), Hedge Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), Large Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica), Rough Chervil 
(Chaerophyllum temulum), Black Bryony (Tamus communis), Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) and rare Black 
Horehound (Ballota nigra), Ground-elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 
Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum).

There are also a good number of garden escapes probably coming from the gardens nearby such as Apple 
(Malus domestica), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Lilac (Syringa vulgaris), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos 
albus), Balm (Melissa officinalis) and Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius).

This site provides a good variety of hedgerows species (61 species in total) and is important for invertebrates 

A disused railway cutting with a variety of habitat types and a continuous line of scrub/hedgerow along the 
edges. The north half of this is a Pocket Park; the rest is used heavily for informal access such as BMX bike 
riding and a short cut to the adjacent school playing fields. None of the trees are mature, but the scrub is fairly 
well-established and unusually diverse, with species such as hawthorn, Midland hawthorn, goat sallow, 
blackthorn, dogrose, field rose, wych elm, elder and crab apple. There are also some naturalized escapes 
including Rosa sherardii and a species of Cotoneaster. Some taller trees occur at the south end of the cutting, 
namely a short row of crack willows. The inner banks have a few areas of grassland in between large blocks of 
dense bramble. Much of the bramble, along with occasional oak and ash saplings that have started to encroach, 
is covered with garden everlasting pea, which scrambles over the saplings, almost obliterating them in some 
cases (this is colourful but seems likely to stunt the growth of the saplings). Other grassland species include 
Arrhenatherum elatius, Phleum pratense, Poa pratensis, P. trivialis, Elymus repens, Lolium perenne, Holcus 
lanatus and rare Trisetum flavescens. Although fairly herb-rich, this site tends to support ruderal vegetation and 
opportunistic species, probably because it gets so much disturbance (and shade from the now-dense scrub). 
Thus typical grassland herbs include Centaurea nigra, Trifolium spp, Leucanthemum vulgare, Medicago sativa, 
rare Anthyllis vulneraria, Agrimonia eupatoria, Rhinanthus minor and Sanguisorba minor with frequent 
Calystegia sepium, Convolvulus arvensis, Malva sylvestris, Melilotus officinalis, Lamium spp, Matricaria 
matricarioides, Sisymbrium officinalis, Galium aparine, Anthriscus sylvestris and Plantago major. The finer 
areas of grassland have a few small anthills. There are some very small bare areas left on the side of the 
cutting, two of which support patches of Sedum forsteranum (rock stonecrop). This part of the cutting has some 
garden tipping from the adjacent houses. Signs of fox, mole and rabbits are ubiquitous throughout the site. The 
grassland on this site is plainly not long for this world unless some scrub and bramble control is carried out.
Former grid reference entered as SP962685 and updated on 11/01/07 to SP962680.

2006 Update

This disused railway line is running north/south along the edge of Higham Ferrers for about 1km. There are 
houses adjacent on the west side of the line and open fields on the east side. The line is well used as a footpath 
by the local community and is boarded by continuous hedgerows on either sides. It is almost completely shaded 
by overgrown shrub consisting of a good variety of species such as Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Elder 
(Sambucus nigra), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris), Buckthorn (Rhamnus 
cathartica), Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum), English Elm (Ulmus procera), Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra), 
Dog Rose (Rosa canina agg.), Purple Willow (Salix purpurea), Holly (Ilex aquifolium) and Ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior).

The ground flora is mainly represented by hedgerows species with abundant Ivy (Hedera helix), frequent Cow 
Parlsey (Anthriscus sylvestris), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Nettle (Urtica dioica), occasional White Bryony 
(Bryonia dioica), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Nipplewort (Lapsana 
communis), Hedge Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), Large Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica), Rough Chervil 
(Chaerophyllum temulum), Black Bryony (Tamus communis), Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) and rare Black 
Horehound (Ballota nigra), Ground-elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 
Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum).

There are also a good number of garden escapes probably coming from the gardens nearby such as Apple 
(Malus domestica), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Lilac (Syringa vulgaris), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos 
albus), Balm (Melissa officinalis) and Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius).

This site provides a good variety of hedgerows species (61 species in total) and is important for invertebrates 
such as Butterflies which were abundant at the time of survey. It is heavily used by the local community as a 
footpath and is therefore much disturbed. This site does not qualify as a CWS as although neutral and 

A disused railway cutting with a variety of habitat types and a continuous line of scrub/hedgerow along the 
edges. The north half of this is a Pocket Park; the rest is used heavily for informal access such as BMX bike 
riding and a short cut to the adjacent school playing fields. None of the trees are mature, but the scrub is fairly 
well-established and unusually diverse, with species such as hawthorn, Midland hawthorn, goat sallow, 
blackthorn, dogrose, field rose, wych elm, elder and crab apple. There are also some naturalized escapes 
including Rosa sherardii and a species of Cotoneaster. Some taller trees occur at the south end of the cutting, 
namely a short row of crack willows. The inner banks have a few areas of grassland in between large blocks of 
dense bramble. Much of the bramble, along with occasional oak and ash saplings that have started to encroach, 
is covered with garden everlasting pea, which scrambles over the saplings, almost obliterating them in some 
cases (this is colourful but seems likely to stunt the growth of the saplings). Other grassland species include 
Arrhenatherum elatius, Phleum pratense, Poa pratensis, P. trivialis, Elymus repens, Lolium perenne, Holcus 
lanatus and rare Trisetum flavescens. Although fairly herb-rich, this site tends to support ruderal vegetation and 
opportunistic species, probably because it gets so much disturbance (and shade from the now-dense scrub). 
Thus typical grassland herbs include Centaurea nigra, Trifolium spp, Leucanthemum vulgare, Medicago sativa, 
rare Anthyllis vulneraria, Agrimonia eupatoria, Rhinanthus minor and Sanguisorba minor with frequent 
Calystegia sepium, Convolvulus arvensis, Malva sylvestris, Melilotus officinalis, Lamium spp, Matricaria 
matricarioides, Sisymbrium officinalis, Galium aparine, Anthriscus sylvestris and Plantago major. The finer 
areas of grassland have a few small anthills. There are some very small bare areas left on the side of the 
cutting, two of which support patches of Sedum forsteranum (rock stonecrop). This part of the cutting has some 
garden tipping from the adjacent houses. Signs of fox, mole and rabbits are ubiquitous throughout the site. The 
grassland on this site is plainly not long for this world unless some scrub and bramble control is carried out.
Former grid reference entered as SP962685 and updated on 11/01/07 to SP962680.

2006 Update

This disused railway line is running north/south along the edge of Higham Ferrers for about 1km. There are 
houses adjacent on the west side of the line and open fields on the east side. The line is well used as a footpath 
by the local community and is boarded by continuous hedgerows on either sides. It is almost completely shaded 
by overgrown shrub consisting of a good variety of species such as Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Elder 
(Sambucus nigra), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris), Buckthorn (Rhamnus 
cathartica), Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum), English Elm (Ulmus procera), Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra), 
Dog Rose (Rosa canina agg.), Purple Willow (Salix purpurea), Holly (Ilex aquifolium) and Ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior).

The ground flora is mainly represented by hedgerows species with abundant Ivy (Hedera helix), frequent Cow 
Parlsey (Anthriscus sylvestris), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Nettle (Urtica dioica), occasional White Bryony 
(Bryonia dioica), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Nipplewort (Lapsana 
communis), Hedge Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), Large Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica), Rough Chervil 
(Chaerophyllum temulum), Black Bryony (Tamus communis), Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) and rare Black 
Horehound (Ballota nigra), Ground-elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 
Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum).

There are also a good number of garden escapes probably coming from the gardens nearby such as Apple 
(Malus domestica), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Lilac (Syringa vulgaris), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos 
albus), Balm (Melissa officinalis) and Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius).

This site provides a good variety of hedgerows species (61 species in total) and is important for invertebrates 
such as Butterflies which were abundant at the time of survey. It is heavily used by the local community as a 
footpath and is therefore much disturbed. This site does not qualify as a CWS as although neutral and 
calcareous grassland indicators were found at the time of the last survey the site is now very heavily shaded 

A disused railway cutting with a variety of habitat types and a continuous line of scrub/hedgerow along the 
edges. The north half of this is a Pocket Park; the rest is used heavily for informal access such as BMX bike 
riding and a short cut to the adjacent school playing fields. None of the trees are mature, but the scrub is fairly 
well-established and unusually diverse, with species such as hawthorn, Midland hawthorn, goat sallow, 
blackthorn, dogrose, field rose, wych elm, elder and crab apple. There are also some naturalized escapes 
including Rosa sherardii and a species of Cotoneaster. Some taller trees occur at the south end of the cutting, 
namely a short row of crack willows. The inner banks have a few areas of grassland in between large blocks of 
dense bramble. Much of the bramble, along with occasional oak and ash saplings that have started to encroach, 
is covered with garden everlasting pea, which scrambles over the saplings, almost obliterating them in some 
cases (this is colourful but seems likely to stunt the growth of the saplings). Other grassland species include 
Arrhenatherum elatius, Phleum pratense, Poa pratensis, P. trivialis, Elymus repens, Lolium perenne, Holcus 
lanatus and rare Trisetum flavescens. Although fairly herb-rich, this site tends to support ruderal vegetation and 
opportunistic species, probably because it gets so much disturbance (and shade from the now-dense scrub). 
Thus typical grassland herbs include Centaurea nigra, Trifolium spp, Leucanthemum vulgare, Medicago sativa, 
rare Anthyllis vulneraria, Agrimonia eupatoria, Rhinanthus minor and Sanguisorba minor with frequent 
Calystegia sepium, Convolvulus arvensis, Malva sylvestris, Melilotus officinalis, Lamium spp, Matricaria 
matricarioides, Sisymbrium officinalis, Galium aparine, Anthriscus sylvestris and Plantago major. The finer 
areas of grassland have a few small anthills. There are some very small bare areas left on the side of the 
cutting, two of which support patches of Sedum forsteranum (rock stonecrop). This part of the cutting has some 
garden tipping from the adjacent houses. Signs of fox, mole and rabbits are ubiquitous throughout the site. The 
grassland on this site is plainly not long for this world unless some scrub and bramble control is carried out.
Former grid reference entered as SP962685 and updated on 11/01/07 to SP962680.

2006 Update

This disused railway line is running north/south along the edge of Higham Ferrers for about 1km. There are 
houses adjacent on the west side of the line and open fields on the east side. The line is well used as a footpath 
by the local community and is boarded by continuous hedgerows on either sides. It is almost completely shaded 
by overgrown shrub consisting of a good variety of species such as Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Elder 
(Sambucus nigra), Field Maple (Acer campestre), Crab Apple (Malus sylvestris), Buckthorn (Rhamnus 
cathartica), Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum), English Elm (Ulmus procera), Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra), 
Dog Rose (Rosa canina agg.), Purple Willow (Salix purpurea), Holly (Ilex aquifolium) and Ash (Fraxinus 
excelsior).

The ground flora is mainly represented by hedgerows species with abundant Ivy (Hedera helix), frequent Cow 
Parlsey (Anthriscus sylvestris), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.), Nettle (Urtica dioica), occasional White Bryony 
(Bryonia dioica), Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum), Wood Avens (Geum urbanum), Nipplewort (Lapsana 
communis), Hedge Woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), Large Bindweed (Calystegia silvatica), Rough Chervil 
(Chaerophyllum temulum), Black Bryony (Tamus communis), Bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) and rare Black 
Horehound (Ballota nigra), Ground-elder (Aegopodium podagraria), Common Knapweed (Centaurea nigra), 
Male Fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and Hoary Willowherb (Epilobium parviflorum).

There are also a good number of garden escapes probably coming from the gardens nearby such as Apple 
(Malus domestica), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Lilac (Syringa vulgaris), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos 
albus), Balm (Melissa officinalis) and Broad-leaved Everlasting-pea (Lathyrus latifolius).

This site provides a good variety of hedgerows species (61 species in total) and is important for invertebrates 
such as Butterflies which were abundant at the time of survey. It is heavily used by the local community as a 
footpath and is therefore much disturbed. This site does not qualify as a CWS as although neutral and 
calcareous grassland indicators were found at the time of the last survey the site is now very heavily shaded 
and this appears to have removed these indicator species.

Description:

Total number of records:

Total number of species: 114

143
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Site Name:    Higham Ferrers Reserve 

 
Site Code:   E649 
 
Status:    LWS 
 
Other Designations:  Site of Special Scientific Interest, Wildlife Trust Reserve, Special Protection 
Area (SPA), Nene Valley NIA 
 
Grid Reference:  SP950689 
 
Area (ha):   10.02 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
01/10/1996 LWS 
20/12/2006 LWS 
03/04/2009 LWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Grassland, Wetland 
BAP Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters, Rivers 
 
Reason for Designation:   
This site qualifies as a LWS as it has good populations of 10 fen, swamp and marsh indicators. 
 
Site Description: 
 
29/09/2008 
The site consists of a narrow strip of land and the margins of a large gravel pit to the west. The River 
Nene comprises the border to the east. A small pit on the other side of the Nene is at the southern 
end of the reserve. Ten wetland indicators were found in the margins of the gravel pit. The grassland 
was not interesting botanically. The area of the whole site was approximately 10 hectares. 
 
The reserve consisted of tall, rather coarse grassland, with locally abundant scrub and tall trees and 
areas of swamp vegetation. Immediately alongside the river there was ground slightly higher than the 
rest of the site and, apart from the informal grass footpath alongside the river, there was tall MG1 
grassland dominated by False Oat Grass Arrhenatherum elatius and with locally abundant Cock’s 
Foot Dactylis glomerata, Common Couch Elytrigia repens, Upright hedge parsley Torilis japonica, 
Red Clover Trifolium pratense, Teasel Dipsacus fullonum, Cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris, 
Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium, Dove’s Foot Cranesbill Geranium molle, Meadow Buttercup 
Ranunculus acris, and Selfheal Prunella vulgaris. There was a slight calcareous influence here, 
especially toward the northern end, with occasional to locally frequent Hoary Ragwort Senecio 
erucifolius and occasional to locally abundant False Carrot Daucus carota.  
 
To the south of the footbridge over the bypass that gives access to the reserve, the width of the drier 
MG1 grassland was greater than it was over the much larger area to the north. The well trodden 
footpath alongside the river had abundant Perennial Rye-grass Lolium perenne with locally frequent 
Knotweed Polygonum aviculare, Dandelion Taraxacum officinale, White Clover Trifolium repens, 
Great Plantain Plantago major, Ribwort Plantain P. lanceolata and with Creeping Buttercup 
Ranunculus repens in damper parts. 
 
The main scrub plant here was Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, three to four metres tall, with very 
locally dominant Blackthorn Prunus spinosa, and there were also areas of underscrub in the form of 
locally dominant Bramble Rubus fruticosus and Dog Rose Rosa canina. In the shade of these Ground 
Ivy Glechoma hederacea was locally abundant. 
 
As the ground sloped gently down to the west, MG1 graded to damper grassland, mostly MG9 with 
abundant Tufted Hair Grass Deschampsia cespitosa and Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus, and then to 
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dense swamp vegetation. It was often impossible to see the edge of the gravel pit as the tall swamp 
ran out into the pit on shallow shelves. Within this sequence there were also smaller patches where 
either Greater Pond Sedge Carex riparia or Wood Small Reed Calamagrostis epigejos were 
dominant. Among this vegetation there was occasional to locally frequent Great Willowherb Epilobium 
hirsutum, Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and Wild Angelica Angelica sylvestris. Here, the scrub 
consisted of locally abundant Grey Willow Salix cinerea with lesser amounts of Osier S. viminalis, 
Goat Willow S. caprea and Crack Willow S. fragilis as bushes or saplings. There were also quite 
frequent tall trees, mainly White Willow Salix alba with much less frequent S. fragilis. 
 
At the edges of the gravel pit, where shade was not too great, the main swamp vegetation was tall 
Common Reed Phragmites australis swamp, which often protruded some distance into the damp 
grassland as well as out into the gravel pit, often on an unstable substrate. There was also very 
locally abundant Reed Sweet-Grass Glyceria maxima swamp, locally frequent Yellow Iris Iris 
pseudacorus and a few more open patches of wet silt with swamp understorey plants, the species 
including Celery-leaved Buttercup Ranunculus sceleratus, Great Yellow Cress Rorippa amphibia, 
Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides and less frequent Tufted 
Forget-me-not M. laxa. Also present were very locally frequent False Fox Sedge Carex otrubae and 
Hairy Sedge C. hirta nearby, along with Hard Rush Juncus inflexus and very locally frequent 
Creeping-Jenny Lysimachia nummularia. Beneath the areas of willow trees and carr, there was often 
bare silt with a scattering of plants such as Wavy Bitter-cress Cardamine flexuosa and Myosotis 
scorpioides, with patches of Phragmites and Urtica where shade was a little less heavy. The only 
aquatic found at the rare, more open edges of the gravel pit that were accessible was locally 
abundant Nuttall’s Waterweed Elodea nuttallii, the wind having concentrated it into some of the bays. 
 
In the southern corner there was a small gravel pit on the eastern side of the river Nene that was not 
accessible from the main part of the reserve. This had willow trees and shrubs on the southern and 
western sides, but was more open to the west, where there was low hawthorn scrub and some dense 
stands of Rubus fruticosus. 
 
The alien plant Floating Pennywort Hydrocotyle ranunculoides was locally abundant here, especially 
in the partial shade of willow carr at the southern end of the gravel pit. Otherwise there was abundant 
Elodea nuttallii out in the open water as well as locally abundant algae. 
 
Swamp at the edges of the pit, mainly on the more open eastern side, consisted of some tall Common 
Reed Phragmites australis, and more scattered Glyceria maxima and Bulrush Typha latifolia. The 
more open parts on the eastern side had dry grassland similar to that on the rest of the site. Senecio 
erucifolius was locally frequent among tall Arrhenatherum elatius and Dactylis glomerata as well as 
some ruderal plants such as Bristly Ox-tongue Picris echioides. Most of the western side was shaded 
by dense, overhanging shrubs and trees, below which there was abundant Urtica dioica. 
 
Several Cettis Warblers were singing from the scrub areas, including three together at one time. 
 
Beyond the northern and southern limits of the reserve, scrub was much less frequent and dominant 
Urtica dioica covered much of the ground. 
 
To the south of the reserve boundary and on the western side of the river, there was a smaller gravel 
pit, or bay of the main gravel pit, where there was abundant Typha sp. Swamp, as well as some more 
open water with abundant aquatic plants, perhaps mostly Callitriche. This might repay a closer look 
but no easy access could be found. 
 
The river along the eastern side of the site was the navigable channel of the Nene, and the water 
level was not much below the level of the land. 
 
Nuphar lutea was locally abundant, along with Arrowhead Sagittaria sagittifolia, and there was also 
occasional Branched Bur-reed Sparganium emersum, which was largely confined to the edges of the 
channel. Narrow strips of emergent swamp vegetation at the edges included very locally abundant 
Glyceria maxima, Sparganium erectum, Typha latifolia and less frequent Common Club-rush 
Schoenoplectus lacustris. Small areas of Common Duckweed Lemna minor had occasionally found 
refuge among the emergent plants of the swamp fringe. Very locally abundant Water Cress Rorippa 
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nasturtium-aquaticum among the swamp plants occasionally spread out over the water as a floating 
mat. On the lower banks Reed Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea was locally abundant. 
 
Higher on the banks there was a strip of abundant Urtica dioica, over which there was occasional 
sprawling Hedge Bindweed Calystegia sepium. Also present: very locally abundant Horse Radish 
Armoracia rusticana and Hemlock Conium maculatum. 
 
 
01/10/1996 
A strip of land between the largest gravel pit and the newly-widened A45 Higham Ferrers bypass. The 
river Nene runs through the Reserve. This area of tall grassland and emergent vegetation is popular 
with ducks and swans, and offers a large amount of edge habitat for amphibians and invertebrates. It 
links King's Meadow with Wilson's Pits Reserve, and is part of the Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI. 
Visitor access is maintained through part of the Reserve, and it is therefore popular with birdwatchers 
(although attempts to keep a hide on the site have so far met with total vandalism). For more details 
of the birds on the site, see the County Bird Report and the SSSI notification sheet. This site has been 
shaved along the southeast side recently (1995/6) by the dualling of the bypass. 
 
 
01/01/1993 
No site description 
 
 
 
Related Site Information 
 
Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI, Historical 
 
 
Higham Ferrers Gravel Pits SSSI 
01/10/1996 
A large complex of flooded gravel pit lakes of varying ages, now partly bisected by the widened A45 
but still very important for birds in the Nene Valley. Nationally important numbers of winter bird visitors 
are the main reason for the SSSI designation. Species include breeding shoveler, little ringed plover, 
mute swan, mallard and other common waterfowl, lapwing and redshank populations, large numbers 
of teal and pochard and lots of migratory visitors such as ruff and yellow wagtail. The very varied 
topography of the pits that makes them suitable for so many bird species also forms good plant and 
invertebrate habitats. Part of the site is a Trust Reserve (see subsite details). See the SSSI 
notification sheet for more details of the site as a whole - which is also mentioned in the County Bird 
Report. Despite the huge amount of quarrying along the Nene Valley, this is still the largest 
uninterrupted area of habitat in the Valley. 
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Site Name:    Irthlingborough Lakes and Meadows 

 
Site Code:   E1403 
 
Status:    LWS 
 
Other Designations:  Nene Valley NIA, Wildlife Trust Reserve, Special Protection Area (SPA), Site 
of Special Scientific Interest 
 
Grid Reference:  SP949697 
 
Area (ha):   98.4 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
08/11/2010 LWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Grassland, Wetland, Woodland 
BAP Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters, Floodplain Grazing Marsh, Lowland Fen, Wet Woodland 
 
Reason for Designation:   
A large wetland complex consisting of 9 gravel pits and surrounding habitats. The site qualifies as an 
LWS due to the presence of 18 fen, swamp and marsh indicators and 19 neutral grassland indicators 
across a mosiac of habitats including gravel pits with emergent vegetation, fen, wet woodland and 
floodplain grazing marsh. 
 
Site Description: 
 
09/06/2010 
This site was surveyed on June 9 and 11 and July 7 and 29 2010. 
 
This large, open site with few trees had nine flooded gravel pits, with various amounts of grassland 
associated with each, as well as some larger areas of grassland titled Fields 1 to 6 in this survey.   A 
dismantled railway line split the site into south-eastern and north-western parts, and scrub and small 
trees were much more abundant on this low embankment. 
 
To the northeast were 6 pits surrounded by more open grassland. Fields 1 (SP949 703), 2 (SP948 
700), 3 (SP949 701) and 4 (SP951 703) were apparently unmanaged of late, with a mainly tall sward, 
on land apparently restored after gravel extraction. Fields 5 (SP953 704) and 6 (SP954 705) were 
permanent pasture grazed by cattle.  Some of the fields were signed as conservation areas with no 
access. 
 
To the southwest the site had a different character. This area which included three rather small 
flooded gravel pits, was located to the immediate south-east of Irthlingborough, within an area of 
unmanaged coarse grasslands and frequent tree cover. These pits were a little more remote from the 
river than many in the Nene valley, with an old railway embankment and some much larger flooded 
pits between it and the river to the south-east. 
 
The site was very public with no boundary fences or hedges between it and the small town of 
Irthlingborough.  A public footpath diagonally crossed the site but much of the rest was very open and 
was used by dog walkers and for general recreation. There was free, unregulated fishing and some 
camping.  Despite this, there were plenty of secluded, and little disturbed areas, and this was a very 
pleasant site, occasionally giving views reminiscent of the Norfolk Broads, and clearly very popular 
with local people. 
 
The three gravel pits were rather different from each other.  Pit 1 (SP947 694) had a rather narrow 
shelf of shallow water at its edge in the east with just a narrow fringe of emergent swamp vegetation, 
but to the west it had a very sinuous outline with promontories and frequent sheltered bays where 
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swamp vegetation was abundant.  The largest promontory, which almost cut the lake in two, had a 
very gently sloping edge on its eastern side, which allowed swamp vegetation to extend quite some 
way back from the lake shore.  This gravel pit really does illustrate the value of sheltered bays to the 
establishment of swamp vegetation, presumably by reducing wave erosion. 
 
Pit 2 (SP945 693) had an often rather narrow, shallow shelf at its edge before plunging down into 
much deeper water,  which largely restricted the width of the swamp fringe. Water overflowed from Pit 
2 into Pit 1 through a nicely constructed stone channel. 
 
Pit 3 (SP944 691) was typical of the old style of gravel extraction, with frequent spits of dry ground 
running between the flooded parts, and was surrounded by abundant shrubs and, mostly, small trees.  
The shrubs were so dense that views of the pit were very limited.  Gaps in the canopy had allowed 
various swamp vegetation to become established in parts though.  The remains of old notice-boards 
and benches within dense scrub suggested that this may have once been developed as a visitor 
facility. 
 
Dry grassland around the site was unmanaged and frequently rather coarse.  Where more frequently 
trampled though, the coarser species had been held back and there were a few plants of finer 
grasslands. 
 
The grasslands of Fields 1 to 4, as well as most of the grasslands around the flooded pits, followed 
the same basic pattern, there being abundant tall, dry grassland dominated by Arrhenatherum elatius 
False oat-grass and with varying amounts of Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail, Dactylis 
glomerata Cock's-foot, Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog and Festuca rubra Red Fescue.  This can be 
classified as National Vegetation Classification (NVC) community MG1 Arrhenatherum elatius 
grassland.  There were tantalising glimpses here of what might have been remnants of an older 
vegetation in small stands of abundant Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling, Sanguisorba officinalis 
Great Burnet and Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch.  
 
However, such a patchy distribution of meadow plants often occurs where a "conservation grassland" 
has been seeded.  This vegetation was otherwise species-poor with just rare plants of Anthriscus 
sylvestris Cow Parsley, Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet, Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed and 
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica.  This can be further classified as MG1a, the Festuca rubra sub-
community of Arrhenatherum elatius dominated grassland.  There were also tiny amounts of species 
such as Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue, which may have been inherited from a previous ruderal 
community. 
 
At the edges of the river and some of the ditches of the site there was slightly higher ground where 
past dredgings had been dumped.  Here False Oat-grass was joined by locally much more abundant 
Cow Parsley, Hogweed, Urtica dioica Common Nettle, Brassica rapa Wild Turnip and Barbarea 
vulgaris Winter-cress.  Most of this is referable to MG1b, the Urtica dioica sub-community of 
Arrhenatherum elatius dominated grassland.  Where Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle or Galium 
aparine Cleavers were abundant, and where Common Nettle had become dominant, then there were 
patches of OV24 Urtica dioica-Galium aparine vegetation or the OV25 Urtica dioica-Cirsium arvense 
community. 
 
In places MG1a vegetation reached right up to the edges of the flooded pits, especially where these 
were rather steep.  More often though there was a narrow strip of rush-pasture or, more rarely, 
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass grassland between the drier grassland and the swamp 
vegetation of the water's edge. 
 
In Fields 2, 3 and 4 though, there was a much more gradual transition from dry grassland to emergent 
swamp vegetation through wet grassland and larger areas of rush-pasture. Most abundant was 
grassland dominated by Tufted Hair-grass with abundant Yorkshire Fog. This grassland can be 
classified as MG9 Holcus lanatus-Deschampsia cespitosa grassland and included plants such as 
Galium palustre Marsh Bedstraw, Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush and Mentha aquatica Water Mint, 
as well as more frequent Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail, Carex disticha Brown Sedge, Carex 
hirta Hairy Sedge and Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling.  In a few places Calamagrostis epigejos 
Wood Small-reed replaced Deschampsia. MG1a graded to MG9a, the Poa trivialis sub-community of 
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Deschampsia dominated vegetation, through MG9b, the Arrhenatherum elatius sub community of the 
same Deschampsia dominated vegetation. 
 
In both the MG1 and MG9 grassland there were very few grass tussocks, indicating a young 
grassland that was not well established, or one that has been mown regularly.  The rarity of ruderal 
plants among these grasslands suggests a vegetation that is well advanced on the succession from 
pioneer vegetation to more typical grassland communities.  However, these pits are not shown on the 
1994 Ordnance Survey maps of the area, and are therefore probably younger than most other flooded 
pits in the area that are, and which are nowhere near as advanced in the succession.  This might 
further support the possibility that there has been some seeding of grasslands here.  
 
Throughout these two main grassland types, there were occasional small hollows of damp ground.  
Some were occupied by Persicaria maculosa Redshank, scraps of swamp vegetation, locally 
abundant Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass or very locally abundant Brown Sedge. Others 
had a much shorter vegetation with locally abundant Marsh Foxtail, Agrostis stolonifera Creeping 
Bent, Potentilla anserina Silverweed and Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup. Under the NVC, at 
least some of this can be classified as OV28 Agrostis stolonifera-Ranunculus repens vegetation. 
 
At the edges of the MG9 grassland, or between it and the swamp communities of the pits, there were 
often patches of rush-pasture dominated by Juncus inflexus Hard Rush.  These were NVC community 
MG10b, the Juncus inflexus sub-community of Holcus lanatus-Juncus effusus vegetation. Other 
plants here included many from the MG9 grassland above.  
 
As well as grading gradually from one to another, the three main communities of the grasslands here 
were often found in quite complex mosaics, which would have been impossible to map accurately in 
the time available.  The accompanying map tries to give a general guide to their main distribution, 
using NVC community designations. 
 
Fields 5 and 6 were permanent pasture grazed by cattle.  There were abundant large Tufted Hair-
grass tussocks here with the finer grasses between grazed down short. The main community here 
was MG9a.  Field 5 had quite a large area of bare ground, which appeared recently flooded, while 
there was a similar but smaller area in Field 6.  Also in Field 6, there was quite a bit of standing water 
at the time of this survey.   There was no fencing at the edges of the river and the large drain on the 
south-east edge of these two fields and the swamp there was grazed down short wherever it was 
easily accessible. 
 
There were also occasional smaller areas of dry, disturbed ground around the site where ruderal 
plants such as Bristly Oxtongue, Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel and Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot were 
locally abundant, as well as some patches of Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort, S. jacobae Common 
Ragwort and abundant bare ground.  These areas were largely found closest to the gravel pits and 
were much less abundant than at many other old gravel pits nearby.  This, together with the fact that 
only a scattering of ruderal plants were found in the main grassland, might support the idea that large 
parts of the site had been reseeded.  
 
The remaining six flooded pits, numbered 4-9, had almost continuous shallow shelves around their 
edges ranging from one to two metres wide, which supported various emergent swamp communities.  
Pit 4 (SP955 704), Pit 5 (SP953 702), Pit 6 (SP955 701), Pit 7 (SP953 698), Pit 8 (SP952 700) and Pit 
9 (SP948 697).  There was also a reasonable selection of aquatic and semi-aquatic plants.  The 
swamp was often a little suppressed by the shading of small trees and shrubs, or was occasionally 
absent where there were gaps in the shallow pit edge.  The main species of the swamp were Glyceria 
maxima Reed Sweet-grass, Typha latifolia Bulrush, Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush and 
Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush, with some of the less abundant plants including 
Equisetum fluviatile  Water Horsetail, Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush and Schoenoplectus 
tabernaemontani Grey Club-rush.  Aquatic plants included Potamogeton pusillus Lesser Pondweed, 
P. berchtoldii Small Pondweed and P. crispus Curled Pondweed.  Pit 4 seemed to be the richest in 
pondweeds. 
 
Around the pits there were small areas of ruderal vegetation as well as grasslands much the same as 
those of the main fields, although drier grassland was more abundant than wetter grassland and rush-
pasture in these areas.  Perhaps a little surprisingly, Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet, Lathyrus 
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pratensis Meadow Vetchling and Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet were most abundant in the drier 
MG1 grassland between Pits 8 and 9. 
 
Most abundant in the swamp of Pit 1 were single-species stands of Phragmites australis Common 
Reed Forming one quite large stand, as well as several smaller ones.  There was also locally 
dominant Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge, Common Spike-rush, Sparganium erectum Branched 
Bur-reed, Lesser Bulrush and Bulrush.  Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass swamp was also present 
but was much less abundant.  On the drier, inner edge, swamp understorey plants included Galium 
palustre Marsh Bedstraw, Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort, Mentha aquatica Water Mint and many 
others.   
 
On the terrestrial side of the swamp communities of Pit 1, there were often areas of rush-pasture 
vegetation, mire and wet grassland.  These were largely very compressed and fragmentary, but on 
the large peninsula the gently shelving shore had allowed wetland vegetation to grow well back from 
the water's edge.  Unusually, Common Club-rush was growing on merely damp ground several 
metres from where the edge of the water was at the time of this survey, and under frequent willow 
shrubs. This further led to some quite large areas of Meadowsweet-Wild Angelica mire with abundant 
Meadow Vetchling and Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch.  The wetland vegetation was best developed where 
willow shrubs were scarce or absent, and in some clearings there was locally dominant Brown Sedge.  
In the areas of wet grassland here Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid was locally frequent 
to very locally abundant. 
 
Pit 2 also had frequent Common Reed along with lesser amounts of the same mixture of swamp 
dominants. Areas of rush-pasture and wet grassland were very limited. 
 
Pit 3 was almost entirely overhung by willow shrubs, mostly Salix viminalis Osier and S. cinerea Grey 
Willow on the wetter ground, along with small and occasionally much larger Salix alba White Willow 
trees.  There was locally dense Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn scrub on the higher spits, along with 
young Fraxinus excelsior Ash seedlings, saplings and small trees. 
 
It was not easy to even to view this small pit and parts were impenetrable without hacking a way 
through, but where there were gaps in the canopy, there was locally abundant Common Club-rush 
and much less abundant Common Reed swamp.  The only aquatic plant recorded here was locally 
abundant Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed.  The linear stretch of water closest to the railway 
embankment may have been separated from the rest.  It was heavily shaded and had little vegetation 
but frequent fallen dead wood. 
 
Surrounding grasslands were unmanaged and largely dominated by False oat-grass, with frequent 
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot , and locally frequent Red Fescue.  Cock's-foot was more abundant 
than False Oat-grass in a few places.  Ruderal species such as Bristly Oxtongue were scattered 
through the grassland, but the sward was often becoming coarser and appeared longer established, 
as shown by locally abundant Anthriscus sylvestris Cow-Parsley, Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 
and Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley, as well as locally abundant Common Nettle.  The 
grassland was a little less coarse in places, especially where the ground was well trodden, and here a 
slight calcareous influence was shown in the presence of occasional to locally abundant Agrimonia 
eupatoria Agrimony, Hypericum perforatum Perforate St. John's-wort, Medicago lupulina Black 
Medick, Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip and Hoary Ragwort.  Also present at low frequency were Hairy 
Sedge and Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed. 
 
At least one pair of Fulica atra Common Coot and Podiceps cristatus Great-crested Grebe were 
breeding on each pit.  Cettia cetti Cetti's Warblers were frequent in scrubby areas at the edges of 
wetland vegetation and Stirna hirundo Common Terns were constantly fishing here. 
 
This is the kind of open landscape favoured by Curlews, but this was a very public site. 
 
There were considerable numbers of dragonflies and damselflies over the water in the more sheltered 
bays. 
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There was a good population of Acrocephalus scirpaceus Reed Warblers in the Common Reedbeds, 
with Emberiza schoeniclus Reed Buntings and Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Sedge Warblers 
spaced around the site. 
 
The shrubs overhanging Pit 3 provided excellent perches for Kingfishers, as well as considerable 
seclusion. 
 
There was some tussocky vegetation in the wet grassland areas and some fallen/standing dead wood 
by pit 3. 
 
Boundary Changes 
07/10/2010 New site created after 2010 surveys which inlcludes Viaduct Meadows and Lakes 
LWS E751 (previously Viaduct Meadows), Old Nene Railway Line and northern half of Higham 
Ferrers Gravel Pits West LWS E752 
 
Related Site Information 
 
Viaduct Meadows, Historical 
Old Nene Railway Line, Historical 
 
 
Viaduct Meadows 
01/01/1993 
Two meadows bounded by the River Nene to the north and a small drain to the southeast, adjacent to 
the Nene Way footpath. The meadows are poorly-drained and support damp, tussocky grassland with 
frequent Deschampsia cespitosa and Holcus lanatus over most of the site, grading into more herb-
rich grassland at the edges, particularly the south side. The most diverse areas have Rumex acetosa, 
Cardamine pratensis, Saxifraga granulata, Lotus corniculatus and abundant Trifolium spp (part 1993 
records). The main significance of the meadow is for wading birds, which include breeding snipe and 
winter visitors to the SSSI gravel pits to the south. A rather eutrophic example of this kind of pasture, 
but very valuable because so few such grasslands now remain (hence the increasing rarity of species 
such as Saxifraga granulata). 
 
23/07/2006 
Viaduct Meadows - Two field to northeast corner (non SSSI)  
 
Viaduct meadows consists of permanent pasture and was not extracted for gravel. Although poor in 
herbaceous species it does support a good mix of grasses. The higher leveys against the southern 
ditch support dryer neutral species such as Galuim verum. The site remains wet during the winter and 
provides short grass feeding areas of value to snipe and waterfowl thus complementing the SSSI.. 
several old pollards separate the fields. 
 
These two fields support permanent pasture which has, in adjacent parts of the valley, been lost due 
to gravel extraction. The site appears to be poor in herbs but does support a good mix of grasses. 
The higher ground closer to the drain is dryer and supports Galium verum . The site is very wet in 
winter with standing water, and, in parts remains wet into the summer. In this way it provides a 
valuable feeding habitat for snipe and other waders thus complementing the open water habitats of 
the adjacent SPA. 
 
 
Old Nene Railway Line 
09/05/1991 
A short stretch of disused railway line with a ditch on either side of the embankment. The ditches do 
not contain a very high number of species but are nevertheless good habitat for the large number of 
aquatic insects from the nearby river and its tributaries. The vegetation is dense and with the small 
strips of open water provides habitat for waterfowl such as coot and moorhens (seen during this 
survey). Species in the ditches include Typha latifolia, Carex acutiformis, Glyceria maxima, Lemna 
minor, Filipendula ulmaria and Angelica sylvestris. A small, heavily shaded pond next to the crossing 
with King's Meadow Lane appears to contain only Carex acutiformis. The top of the embankment has 
a thick hawthorn/blackthorn hedge on either side with occasional bramble scrub at its base. Where 
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there is no bramble there are small patches of grassland with a good variety of meadow species 
including Potentilla reptans, Plantago lanceolata, Rumex acetosa, Centaurea nigra, Leucanthemum 
vulgare. On the edges of the track (and in some parts the whole width) is a collection of low-growing 
colonisers with occasional taller herbs where the surface is cracked. Erophila verna and Myosotis 
ramossissima are dominant, with other species including Potentilla repens, Heiracium pilosella, 
Stellaria media, Veronica spp. and Centaurea nigra (this from the May '91 list). Butterflies seen on the 
line include small tortoishell, large white, brimstone and orange tip. Common blue damselfly and 
ruddy darter dragonfly have also been seen; other Odonata are likely to use the site. An interesting 
group of habitats with an apparently thriving insect population. Provides a useful habitat extension to 
the series of drains and channels in the area. 
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stream were attracting finches on the day of visit. On the whole the tall undisturbed grassland seems however 
to offer better small mammal or insect than bird habitat. It is not known exactly what is planned for this field, 
which offers the largest area of meadow for a considerable distance around (including rural areas). It looks as if 
it might be a tempting site for development, but is marked on the Local Plan as a nature conservation area. If 
managed it could become a very rich meadow if some of the existing constituents are encouraged.

2006 Update

A very rank grassland which does not appear to have been grazed or mown for a number of years. The field 
appears to have a ridge and furrow land form sloping northwards down to a small stream which has been 
straightened and is generally over shaded by scrub. Previous surveys have recorded a good assemblage of  
grasses but at the time of survey the sward appeared to be dominated by false oat grass and cow parsley with 
few obvious herbs.  However, little effort was put into identifying grasses as few flower heads remained. The site 
becomes increasingly degraded to the higher part of the field (southern boundary), which is dominated by nettle 
and field bindweed with some encroachment by bramble and others scrub. There is also some damage along 
this boundary due to the dumping of garden waste from adjacent properties.

Some areas with finer grasses and herbs still remain with Poa pratensis, hordeum secalinum and Galium 
verum. Some ant hills (lasius flavus, lasius niger) are also present but like the finer grass areas, are becoming 
choked by coarse grasses.

This site was notified as a CWS due to the abundance of grasses present in the sward. However, under the 
existing criteria the total list of species found during both surveys is not sufficient to exceed the criteria.

This site has been denotified to a PWS. It should be noted, however, that this is an area of permanent grassland 
and with sympathetic management the site could be enhanced quite quickly. The Site also forms a valuable link 
to other areas of greenspace. 

A large field adjacent to Rushden School playing fields. The field has a fairly homogeneous stand of tall 
grasses interspersed with shorter, finer grasses and neutral grassland vegetation. There are thirteen grass 
species present (not counting ruderals at the field's edges). Herb species are not prevalent, although they show 
a fair diversity given the lack of recent management. Species present include Arrhenatherum elatius, Festuca 
rubra, Holcus lanatus, Alopecurus pratensis, Poa pratensis, Phleum pratense, Elymus repens, Lolium perenne 
and locally frequent Agrostis capillaris, Cynosurus cristatus and Trisetum flavescens. Herb species include 
Trifolium spp, Galium verum, Lotus corniculatus, Cerastium fontanum, Cirsium vulgare, Plantago lanceolata, 
Ranunculus acris, Senecio jacobaea and localised patches of Rhinanthus minor. A small stream crosses the 
field, with a few old hawthorns and willows alongside, all rather small and not forming a true hedge. The water 
has a reasonable flow and rocky base, although it does not seem very good quality. Himalayan balsam is 
abundant in parts of it, with little other associated vegetation at the time of survey. Some teasels alongside the 
stream were attracting finches on the day of visit. On the whole the tall undisturbed grassland seems however 
to offer better small mammal or insect than bird habitat. It is not known exactly what is planned for this field, 
which offers the largest area of meadow for a considerable distance around (including rural areas). It looks as if 
it might be a tempting site for development, but is marked on the Local Plan as a nature conservation area. If 
managed it could become a very rich meadow if some of the existing constituents are encouraged.

2006 Update

A very rank grassland which does not appear to have been grazed or mown for a number of years. The field 
appears to have a ridge and furrow land form sloping northwards down to a small stream which has been 
straightened and is generally over shaded by scrub. Previous surveys have recorded a good assemblage of  
grasses but at the time of survey the sward appeared to be dominated by false oat grass and cow parsley with 
few obvious herbs.  However, little effort was put into identifying grasses as few flower heads remained. The site 
becomes increasingly degraded to the higher part of the field (southern boundary), which is dominated by nettle 
and field bindweed with some encroachment by bramble and others scrub. There is also some damage along 
this boundary due to the dumping of garden waste from adjacent properties.

Some areas with finer grasses and herbs still remain with Poa pratensis, hordeum secalinum and Galium 
verum. Some ant hills (lasius flavus, lasius niger) are also present but like the finer grass areas, are becoming 
choked by coarse grasses.

This site was notified as a CWS due to the abundance of grasses present in the sward. However, under the 
existing criteria the total list of species found during both surveys is not sufficient to exceed the criteria.

This site has been denotified to a PWS. It should be noted, however, that this is an area of permanent grassland 
and with sympathetic management the site could be enhanced quite quickly. The Site also forms a valuable link 
to other areas of greenspace. 

Description:

Total number of records:

Total number of species: 64

84

Page 1 08/01/2016



07/04/2015, Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre 

Site Name:    Rushden Old Railway Line (Central) 
 
Site Code:   E1416 
 
Status:    PWS 
 
Other Designations:   
 
Grid Reference:  SP949672 
 
Area (ha):   1.36 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
01/01/1979 LWS 
18/12/2006 PWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Grassland, Woodland 
 
 
Reason for Designation:   
Disused railway line, with species rich grassland in previous surveys. Site retained as a PWS until it 
can be re-surveyed. 
 
Site Description: 
 
23/07/2006 
The old track bed and embankment are dominated by semi-mature trees (ash, sycamore) and scrub 
(hawthorn, blackthorn). Few grasses and herbs remain and include only common species. The bridge 
at washbrook road does support harts tongue fern and garden escapee, Corydalis lutea. The site will 
still provide valuable breeding habitat for bird species. 
 
Tipping from adjacent residential and business properties has degraded the site further making it 
unattractive and potentially hazardous. 
 
 
 
Related Site Information 
 
Rushden Old Railway Line, Historical 
 
 
Rushden Old Railway Line 
09/06/1992 
A long and, unusually, very central and uninterrupted stretch of disused railway line through Rushden. 
It passes allotments, gardens and factories. At least one of the factories has applied to develop part of 
the line (this was turned down). Only the west part of the line has had a detailed recent survey. See 
subsites for full details. These kinds of sites are usually subject to rapid succession, so the grassland 
at the west end may not stay as it is for long and should ideally be checked to see if it has changed. It 
is not known exactly how much grassland is still present at the east end of the site, so areas are 
necessarily approximate 
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Site Name:    Skew Bridge Lakes 

 
Site Code:   E755 
 
Status:    LWS 
 
Other Designations:  Nene Valley NIA, Site of Special Scientific Interest, Special Protection Area 
(SPA) 
 
Grid Reference:  SP939682 
 
Area (ha):   34.4 
 
District:   East Northamptonshire 
 
Site History:   
04/06/1996 LWS 
18/12/2006 LWS 
20/10/2011 LWS 
27/11/2015 LWS 
 
Habitats present 
Broad Habitat: Grassland, Wetland, Woodland 
BAP Habitat: Eutrophic Standing Waters, Lowland Meadow, Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland, 
Wet Woodland 
 
Reason for Designation:   
Two flooded gravel pits with associated swamp, woodland and grassland vegetation alongside the 
river Nene. The western pit had a narrow fringe of vegetation, whilst the eastern lake was surrounded 
by large areas of wet woodland. The site is part of the SPA and qualifies as a Wildlife Site with 11 
wetland indicators recorded across the wet woodland and gravel pit margins. 
 
Site Description: 
 
18/06/2015 
The site consisted of two flooded gravel pits with associated swamp, woodland and grassland 
vegetation. 
 
The western lake was largely overhung on three sides by dense shrubs and trees and there were only 
fragments of emergent vegetation at the edges. The southern edge was open with remnants of 
various structures such as jetties, which here limited the amount of swamp present. There were also 
two inaccessible islands. A path on a higher bank followed the western and northern edges of the 
western lake and continued to the south on a higher bank between the two lakes. 
 
The eastern lake had rather more emergent swamp at its edges but was still largely overhung by 
shrubs and trees.  The eastern lake also came with large areas of wet woodland, usually growing over 
abundant swamp species. Indeed, the best swamp vegetation of the site was largely to be found in 
this wet woodland.  Views of both lakes were often blocked by dense scrub and underscrub, and 
some of the ground within the wet woodland of the eastern lake was unstable and difficult to cover 
completely. 
 
Western Lake 
 
The emergent swamp of the western lake was largely Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum, with 
much smaller amounts of Bulrush Schoenoplectus lacustris.  Common Reedmace Typha latifolia was 
also present, usually in smaller quantities within the Branched Bur-reed. On the western, northern and 
eastern edges of this lake there was an almost continuous narrow strip of willow shrubs and trees.  
The main species were shrubs or small trees of Grey Willow Salix cinerea with less frequent Osier 
Salix viminalis, backed by usually taller Crack Willow Salix fragilis and White Willow Salix alba. 
Occasionally included here was Alder Alnus glutinosa. 
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On the higher ground were trees of Ash Fraxinus excelsior and less frequent Pedunculate Oak 
Quercus robur growing over variable amounts of Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and Bramble Rubus 
fruticosus underscrub.  Also present were Field Maple Acer campestre, Goat Willow Salix caprea and 
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, and, in the north and north-east, locally frequent Norway Maple Acer 
platanus. Nettle Urtica dioica could be abundant below the trees in less heavily shaded parts, 
sometimes with, or replaced by Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris.  Otherwise there was a selection of 
common shade species such as Enchanter's Nightshade Circaea lutetiana, Herb Robert Geranium 
robertianum and others. 
 
In the north-western corner was an open area of drier grassland where False Oat-grass 
Arrhenatherum elatius was abundant with varying amounts of Nettle, Red Fescue Festuca rubra and 
Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata and others. This is classed as MG1a/1b.  A smaller open area near the 
river that was with abundant Tufted Hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa over which grew quite 
abundant Marsh Bedstraw Galium palustre and is classes as MG9. A nearby open area was with a 
mixture of Nettle, Greater Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum and MG1 grassland. 
 
Eastern Lake 
 
The eastern lake had similar overhanging trees and shrubs on its eastern edge, with very little in the 
way of emergent swamp vegetation.  In the south though, there were some quite large stands of  
Common Reed Phragmites australis, and on the western shore there was a small stand of Slender 
Tufted-sedge Carex acuta.  However, the main feature of the eastern lake was its large areas of low-
lying wet woodland. Grey Willow, Crack Willow and White Willow were frequent, with locally frequent 
Osier.  These areas would appear to be under water for at least some of the year. 
 
The main plant below the trees was Greater Pond-sedge Carex riparia, occasionally replaced by 
Common Reed and, even less frequently, by Nettle. Indeed, swamp vegetation was much more 
abundant in the wet woodland of this site than it was at the lake edges. Other species present 
included locally abundant Creeping Jenny Lysimachia nummularia and Skullcap Scutellaria 
galericulata, with rather less frequent Bugle Ajuga reptans and Square-stalked St. John's-wort 
Hypericum tetrapterum.  Other species of the swamp understorey were also found more abundantly in 
the wet woodland, especially Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides and Gypsywort Lycopus 
europaeus.  The woodland species Herb Robert and Enchanter's Nightshade occasionally grew on 
fallen trees and branches. 
 
Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima was locally dominant in the wet woodland area in the north, but 
was found only where there were clearings in the trees and shrubs. The wet woodland here came 
very close to the edge of the river and may receive water from the river during higher flows.  
 
Within the wet woodlands in the south there was an area of open wet grassland where Common 
Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii was quite frequent and where there was locally abundant Rough 
Meadow-grass Poa trivialis, False Fox-sedge Carex otrubae, Glaucous Sedge Carex flacca and Hairy 
Sedge Carex hirta. 
 
To the south of the wet woodland in the south was drier woodland and grassland. Silver Birch Betula 
pendula was quite frequent and there was a stand of tall conifer trees. Also present were a few tall 
poplars of a Black Poplar hybrid, which was not Populus x canadensis.  The grassland was in a 
previously disturbed area and had quite abundant Glaucous Sedge as well as Common Bird's-foot 
Trefoil Lotus corniculatus, Ploughman's Spikenard Inula conyza and a small amount of Lady's-mantle 
Alchemilla vulgaris. There was also some drier grassland with similar species to the south of the 
western lake. 
 
Overall 
 
The main habitats are swamp, wet woodland, dry woodland and wet and dry grassland, but the 
habitats were more mixed and overlapping than can be shown here; there were small patches of drier 
woodland within the wet willow woodland, small areas of drier grassland within what was mostly wet 
grassland; and drier woodland and grassland were often intermixed.  
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In the species lists wet woodland and wet grassland have been combined; dry woodland and dry 
grassland have been combined. 
 
The wet grassland is gradually being colonised by willow species, dead wood is mainly in the wetter 
woodland. Indian Balsam was found nearer the river, with Orange Balsam in the wet woodland. 
 
Birds seen included Sedge Warbler, Reed Warbler, Great-crested Grebe, Coot, Green Woodpecker 
and Willow Tit. 
 
There was a Buzzard's nest in the least disturbed area to the north of the eastern lake, as well as 
some very angry Herons. 
 
 
25/05/2011 
Skew Bridge Lakes LWS consists of 2 flooded gravel pits with surrounding vegetation which included 
wet woodland, reedbed and grassland. The southern boundary of the LWS is defined by a bund.  
 
The western lake was very regular in shape with steep sides and two wooded islands. The fringe of 
marginal vegetation was at most 2-3m wide, and was patchy in distribution around the lake. The 
western and eastern edges of the lake were very steep, with a path at the top of the raised bank. The 
northern and southern edges were shallower and this is where the most marginal vegetation was 
found. Tree cover was continuous around the lake except for the southern bank which had evidence 
of old jetties, moorings and buildings. The tree cover consisted of willows directly adjacent to the 
water, and then species such as sycamore, Norway maple and ash on the banks. A full species list of 
the lake vegetation was not made at this time. A number of cars had been dumped in the southern 
end of the lake; one of which had a nest (probably moorhen or coot) on top of the roof.  
 
The eastern lake was more natural in feel, with shallower margins that supported a range of marginal 
vegetation types, including some considerable areas of reed. The land surrounding the lake, inside of 
the perimeter paths, was also low-lying and supported a wet-woodland habitat. The wet woodland 
was variable in wetness due to changes in topography, with wetter areas supporting more common 
reed and drier areas more typical of dry woodland. There were also varying light conditions, with 
glades and rides created by vehicle use. The water appeared to be quite shallow all the way across 
the lake, and the island shown on the OS map appeared to have joined to the surrounding land. The 
eastern edge of the lake was more steep sided and there were blocks of concrete amongst the bank. 
The track along this bank was edged by short grassland, kept under control by rabbits.  
 
An area of grassland to the south of the LWS was also included in the survey - this area is between 
the A45 and the southern boundary of the LWS. The grassland here was patchy due to heavy vehicle 
disturbance, and was typical of early colonisation on thin mixed soils. All areas of dry grassland on the 
site were similar in type and diversity. 
 
Backwater- there is a small backwater off the river Nene between the 2 lakes. This was silted-up at 
the entrance and heavily shaded at the back.  
 
Access - the site is/was used heavily by motor vehicles, and a network of tracks exist on the site. 
There is perimeter path along the western and eastern boundaries and between the 2 lakes. This path 
is wide enough for a vehicle, was raised above the lakes, and was very badly rutted in places. There 
are signs of an old footpath along the river north of the eastern lake, but this was impassable due to 
tall nettles. The structure of a large metal bridge are in place in the north-eastern corner over the river, 
but the bed is missing and it has become overgrown with elder. 
 
 
04/06/1996 
This survey is for Skew Bridge Ski Lake (western lake) only. 
 
A large area of deep excavations now flooded and surrounded by mostly steep, stoney banks. The 
emergent vegetation is not as developed as in the Ditchford Lock lakes to the west, and there is less 
dense surrounding scrub. This may partly be because heavy vegetation has been discouraged by the 
owners of the sports centre that used to use the lake for skiing etc.  
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The water has quite heavy growths of blanket weed, unlike the surrounding lakes, and on the whole 
the botanical diversity is lower. The bird interest is good, however, with warblers particularly 
significant. Cetti's warblers have been heard from the islands and scrub surrounding the lake, and all 
the common warbler species in the locality are thought to breed here (see Bird Club records).  
 
The margins of the pit were not surveyed in detail on this occasion. The steep sides contained sallow, 
crack willows, hawthorn, blackthorn and dense bramble for much of the site. Marginal vegetation 
appears to be mostly limited to erect species such as Phragmites (limited to small patch) and 
Schoenoplectus lacustris, presumably because of the abrupt start of deep water.  
 
Sedge warbler, reed warbler, willow warbler, blackcap, great tit, mute swan, mallard, coot, moorhen, 
great crested grebe and Canada goose were all seen and/or heard at the time of survey. This is also 
a good site for the larger dragonflies which hawk over the water rather than dart around the marginal 
vegetation, hence there appeared to be few four-spotted chasers or common darters as in the 
surrounding pits, but emperor and another hawker species (prob. Aeshna mixta) were frequent. It is 
unfortunate that this pit does not have such suitable habitat for plants as the adjacent lakes, as the 
marginal habitat could be better for dragonflies and damselflies if there was a better fringe of 
vegetation. 
 
Boundary Changes 
22/07/2015 When it was originally surveyed in 1996, this site was only including the western lake: 
Skew Bridge Ski Lake (LWS869). It was extended to include the eastern lake following the 2006 
assesment. Although the grassland to the south of the lakes was included in the 2011 survey, the 
actual boundary of the site only includes the two lakes and surrounding woodland. 
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An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.
An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.
An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

The site consists of 3 mature gravel pits and surrounding grassland. There is also a scrape with an overlooking 

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

The site consists of 3 mature gravel pits and surrounding grassland. There is also a scrape with an overlooking 
hide. The site is managed as a nature reserve and is a SSSI. The 2 pits near the A45 are more open whilst the 
pit nearest the river has much scrub and mature trees around the margins. There is no access around this pit 

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

The site consists of 3 mature gravel pits and surrounding grassland. There is also a scrape with an overlooking 
hide. The site is managed as a nature reserve and is a SSSI. The 2 pits near the A45 are more open whilst the 
pit nearest the river has much scrub and mature trees around the margins. There is no access around this pit 
and it was not surveyed. The scrape was covered in tall vegetation. Wetland indicators were not at all plentiful. 

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

The site consists of 3 mature gravel pits and surrounding grassland. There is also a scrape with an overlooking 
hide. The site is managed as a nature reserve and is a SSSI. The 2 pits near the A45 are more open whilst the 
pit nearest the river has much scrub and mature trees around the margins. There is no access around this pit 
and it was not surveyed. The scrape was covered in tall vegetation. Wetland indicators were not at all plentiful. 
This may have been down to the late survey date. A total of 6 indicators were found over the whole site.

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

The site consists of 3 mature gravel pits and surrounding grassland. There is also a scrape with an overlooking 
hide. The site is managed as a nature reserve and is a SSSI. The 2 pits near the A45 are more open whilst the 
pit nearest the river has much scrub and mature trees around the margins. There is no access around this pit 
and it was not surveyed. The scrape was covered in tall vegetation. Wetland indicators were not at all plentiful. 
This may have been down to the late survey date. A total of 6 indicators were found over the whole site.

The site has 3 pits which are quite mature in relation to the rest of the Nene Valley. The pits next to the A45 are 

An area of three gravel pits of varying age, one of which is SSSI. This reserve has recently been acquired; see 
Reserve files for details. Set to improve in diversity following initially intensive management.

2006 Update

This site was not surveyed in 2006; hence the site assessment comes from existing species records. Data is 
available from the last five years, however limited botanical information is available.

The site qualifies as a CWS due to the abundance of invertebrates with over 100 recorded and more than 2 of 
Na or Nb status.
The site is also part SSSI and provides buffering to the SSSI.

2008 Update

The site consists of 3 mature gravel pits and surrounding grassland. There is also a scrape with an overlooking 
hide. The site is managed as a nature reserve and is a SSSI. The 2 pits near the A45 are more open whilst the 
pit nearest the river has much scrub and mature trees around the margins. There is no access around this pit 
and it was not surveyed. The scrape was covered in tall vegetation. Wetland indicators were not at all plentiful. 
This may have been down to the late survey date. A total of 6 indicators were found over the whole site.
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Total number of records:

Total number of species: 479
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