
 
Rushden 

        Northants   
         
East Northants Council      18.12.17 
Cedar Drive         
Thrapston 
Northants 
NN14 4LZ 
 
Dear Mr Burton  
 
Re: Comments about Rushden Neighbourhood Plan 2017 
 
I wish to make the following comments as the Ward Councillor on East Northants Council 
representing Spencer Ward in Rushden. I have not been involved in drafting of the Rushden 
Neighbourhood Plan, but I wish to make the following comments on behalf of the residents and 
myself. 
 
Transport and Travel 
 
1.55 It fails to mention that the one way road system and traffic lights which have been installed 
create air pollution due permanent traffic congestion along John Clark Way and Higham Road. This 
air pollution has increased by over population of housing mainly flats due to the Secretary of State 
over- riding local planning controls. 
 
1.57/8 The report fails to mention that when you come into Rushden you would not know where free 
parking is and how to access the Town Centre. 
 
1.66 Rushden does not have high quality sports areas due to lack of spending over the past 14/20 
years and no policies in place to ensure that this does happen, for example, a 4g  pitch at Spencer 
park. The residents feel that football, tennis, basketball, hockey, netball and cricket requirements are 
not met. 
The tennis courts in Spencer Park for example have been left to deteriorate over 20 years with no 
plan in place to refurbish  them and they are permanently locked up which stops the public, including 
children, from using them. Two years ago however I managed to set up Free Tennis during the 
summer holidays 2015/16, and October half term 2015 for children, but this only operated when the 
park keeper was present at certain hours and this was not allowed during 2017. I supplied the rackets 
and balls. In October half term 2016 I was not allowed to hand out rackets to children due to an EU 
regulation and Rushden Town Council.  
There has also been opposition to for outdoor table tennis anywhere in the town centre and Spencer 
Park. This would help people with mental health issues and encourage outdoor play for children. This 
is not mentioned in the report. You cannot use the toilets in Jubilee Park when skateboarding or 
Spencer Park. 
There  toilets in Hall Park and an area for dogs, but in other parks dogs are allowed to use the whole 
park and there is no restrictions on football pitches. 
 
1.67 It fails to mention that ALL indoor sport spaces have to be paid for by the residents therefore not 
encouraging children to use them and the swimming pool has limited spaces and will not meet the 
needs of an increasing population. No schools in Rushden have swimming pools. 
 
 



2 Vision for Rushden (page 18). 
 
There needs to be robust policies in place to ensure Core Objectivise for Housing, Employment, Open 
Spaces and leisure and the Town Centre are put in place in the next years up to 2031 (NNJCS). If this 
is not in place this will leave certain issues not being addressed and therefore continue as it has in the 
past 20 years.  
 
Page 22 
Policy H2 
Location of new housing development. 
 
The residents believe Housing sites in E Land off Northampton Road and F off Hayway  should not 
have these numbers due to traffic flows from Rushden which is a problem now at Rushden Lakes and 
the makeup of houses should be 4/5 bedroom houses not flats or 1/2 bedroom accommodation. With 
Rushden SUE these houses should not be required. 
However residents who live here in Northampton Road and Hayway should be consulted and this 
should not be a Policy of Rushden Town Council Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Environment page (28)  
 
4.1/ 4.2 
 
 Preserving building has to continue, therefore naming these building is important for example the Art 
Deco old bus station in Higham Road; this has to be put in this document otherwise they are lost for 
ever. 
 
Employment and Jobs (page 38) 
 
There is a need for encouraging high end employment not low pay, zero hour contract work. Most 
residents work outside the area. Mistakes have been made along Wellingborough Road and more 
should be done to have workshops with employers in the area and outside to ensure this happens. 
Using other Councils experiences,eg Milton Keynes would ensure a future for Rushden Town. I feel 
that it is about being plosive for Rushden and using experience of people outside Rushden. ENC 
have now employed an expert and he should be used by Rushden Town Council to ensure that this 
happens and further mistakes do not happen.  
 
In summing up, we cannot afford to make further mistakes for the residents of Rushden and we 
should encourage more firms to set up, offering high end employment. Equally, not just put houses 
where residents do not want them; we have Rushden SUE, why should this happen? 
 
Lastly, sports/ leisure has to meet the requirements of local people including children, not just the few. 
This includes toilets in parks being opened, ( Jubilee Park/ Spencer Park) and funds set aside for the 
tennis courts, table tennis and 4G Court. We must ensure that Rushden Neighbourhood plan meets 
the 21st century. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Dorothy Maxwell  
Cllr Spencer Ward ENC 


