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Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
Rushden Town Council: Rushden Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Publication of the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan (Submission Version) under 
Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. 
 
Client: Amberville Properties Ltd. 

 
CC Town Planning have been appointed by Amberville Properties (‘the client’) to 

provide planning consultancy services in respect of their land and property holdings 

throughout Northamptonshire. This letter is framed against the backdrop of their 

interest in land at Hayway / Northampton Road, which has been identified as ‘Site F’ 

within (draft) Policies H2 and H3 of the Rushden Neighbourhood Plan (Submission 

Version) (‘NDP’). 

Our client has sought to engage with Rushden Town Council throughout the 

production of the NDP and it is urged that this letter be read in conjunction with our 

response to the ‘Regulation 14 Consultation’ (Letter Ref: RM/RC/Hayway, Dated 29th 

March 2017). That correspondence provides contextual information in relation to ‘Site 

F’ and provides a level of surety over our Client’s appetite to deliver a residential 

proposal at the site in the short-term.  

East Northamptonshire Council (ENC’) are now seeking comments as to whether the 

submission version of the NDP (‘the plan proposal’), as submitted under Regulation 

15 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, meets those Basic 

Conditions contained within Para 8 (1) (a) (2) of Schedule 4B of the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990.  

Therefore, the following responds to the content of the NDP which was published by 
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ENC under Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012.  

Having reviewed the NDP and the supporting submission documentation, the plan 

proposal as submitted, is compliant with the requirements of Regulation 15 of the 

Neighbourhood Planning (General Regulations).  

We have undertaken a focussed assessment of the document against those basic 

conditions contained within the aforementioned regulations from the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990, and have the following comments to make; -  

It is clear that the document has afforded due regard to the National Planning Policy 

Framework (‘NPPF’) and the National Planning Practice Guidance (‘NPPG’). 

Additionally, the document is considered to be in general conformity with, and builds 

upon, the content of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (2016) 

(‘NNJCS’).  

In relation to EU obligations and the potential effect of the NDP on European Sites 

(as defined in the Conservation and Habitat Regulations (2010)), it is the client’s 

opinion that, as proposed, the document will conform to and not adversely affect 

either of these, respectively.  

As you are aware, Rushden is identified as a ‘Growth Town’ within the NNJCS and 

the NDP rightly adheres to the strategic principle objectives for the settlement which 

focuses on regeneration as well as economic, housing, leisure and retail growth. The 

NDP has been positively prepared with a significant level of public engagement and 

it is considered that the Town Council’s proposed strategy provides a cohesive 

framework to guide the sustainable growth of Rushden.  

We are particularly pleased to learn of the positive receipt of our Regulation 14 

consultation response and it is considered that emerging Policies H2 and H3 will 

ensure the delivery of sustainable housing growth within the settlement. Furthermore, 

it is considered that the policy approach advocated through the remainder of the NDP 

will contribute to social, economic and environmental development over the plan 

period.  

To provide the Inspector with some comfort in relation to (Site F) Land at Hayway, 

Northampton Road, there is now an appetite to deliver a residential proposal at the 

site and we can confirm that the site is both suitable and available to achieve the 

policy objectives set out within the submission document. To this end the client has 

already engaged positively with ENC through the pre-application advice process and 

work is ongoing to prepare a planning application for submission early in 2018.  
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Should you require any additional information on this, we would be more than happy 

to provide it. 

In conclusion, it is confirmed that the NDP submission documents fulfil those basic 

conditions which are set out within Regulation 16 of the Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012. 

Finally, we commend the significant level of work and subsequent progress which 

the Town Council have made in progressing the NDP to this stage and consider the 

document provides a sound basis to guide the future development of the Rushden 

up to 2031. We would welcome a confirmation of the document’s formal submission 

and details of the independent examination, when available.   

For assistance, should you require clarification on any of those points raised above 

or any further information in regard to the site itself then please do not hesitate to 

contact me via any of those channels listed within the header.  

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ross Middleton BA (Hons) MA MRTPI 
Principal Planning Consultant 

 


