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1. Executive Summary. 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Northamptonshire has been commissioned by North Northamptonshire 

JPU to review and update the County Wildlife Sites (CWS) schedule within the Authority 

Areas of Kettering, Wellingborough, Corby and East Northamptonshire in order to guide 

development proposals within the area and inform the production of the Local Development 

Framework. 

 

The current work has re-assessed all CWS and also a number of PWS within North Northants 

but outside of the Rockingham Forest area during the summers of 2005 and 2006. All CWS and 

PWS that matched or exceeded the revised criteria, and all CWS within the Rockingham Forest 

area (surveyed in the last 5 years) were included on the current County Wildlife Site register. 

 

123 CWS covering 1757 ha were assessed and a total of 380 CWS now occur within North 

Northamptonshire and cover an area of 7761ha. It is therefore recommended that all CWS 

identified on the Mapinfo layer are included on the appropriate constraint maps in the 

Local Development Frameworks. 
 

62 PWS covering 1214.6ha were assessed and over 400 sites are now highlighted as Potential 

Wildlife Sites in North Northants. We recommend that these sites highlighted as Potential 

Wildlife Sites (both red and blue boundaries) are included in the appropriate constraints 

map and recognised as opportunities for the delivery of Green Infrastructure and 

Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

 

In total 52 CWS (398ha) were denotified to PWS. 37 of these were denotified due to lack of up-

to-date survey information. 15 CWS were denotified due to lack of sympathetic management 

and resultant habitat degradation. A net increase in the area of CWS in North Northants was 

due to the inclusion of Sites of Special Scientific Interest within the CWS register.  

 

Three GIS layers accompany this report: 

• County Wildlife Sites in Northamptonshire. 

• Potential Wildlife Sites in Northamptonshire. 

• Sub-district GI/BAP opportunity areas for North Northamptonshire. 

 

The establishment of a rolling program of site re-survey is recommended so that: 

• Ensure that landowner details are kept up-to-date. 

• To build more positive relationships with land managers. 

• To ensure that up-to-date habitat and species information is available for all 

sites. 

• To ensure that all PWS are assessed to provide a ccomprehensive assessment of 

the current Biodiversity resource. 
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3. Introduction 

 

The Wildlife Trust for Northamptonshire has been commissioned by North Northamptonshire 

JPU to review and update the County Wildlife Sites (CWS) schedule within the Authority 

Areas of Kettering, Wellingborough, Corby and East Northamptonshire in order to guide 

development proposals within the area and inform the production of the Local Development 

Framework. 

 

Almost 400 CWS’s are currently recognised within the North Northants area. During 2002 the 

Wildlife Trust completed a re-survey of all Wildlife Sites within the Rockingham Forest area. 

Although 284 sites were surveyed only rapid “assessment” visits were carried out in order 

check whether the sites still passed the relevant criteria. 

 

Project brief 

A project brief was developed between the Joint Planning Unit and the Wildlife Trust with the 

main aim to provide up-to-date biodiversity information for North Northamptonshire in the 

form of County Wildlife Sites so that this could inform the LDF process. It was considered that 

a full re-survey of all CWS in North Northants would not be feasible within the tight program 

laid out for the LDF. Survey work was therefore to be focussed on the re-assessment of CWS 

outside the Rockingham Forest area and on the identification of new CWS and Potential 

Wildlife Sites (PWS) especially within potential development areas. 

 

In order to achieve this aim the project brief included the following outputs. 

 

• Review of CWS Criteria. 

• Outline ecological assessment report for potential strategic development areas. 

• Detailed site assessment and description of all qualifying CWS’s in North Northants. 

• Detailed site assessment and description of surveyed sites which do not qualify as CWS’s. 

• Identification of sites which may be of CWS standard or provide GI and BAP opportunities. 

• Updated MapInfo GIS based mapping for all CWS’s in North Northants. 

• Final report summarising survey work and identifying potential opportunities for BAP 

target and Green infrastructure delivery. 

 

This final report introduces the updated suite of County Wildlife Sites and Potential Wildlife 

Sites within North Northamptonshire and provides some background to the recognition and 

interpretation of wildlife sites and the wildlife sites system. 

 

An interim report was provided in July 2005 and this focussed on the potential biodiversity 

resource associated with CWS and PWS within potential strategic development areas. In 

addition to standard update reports, an advance report was also produced for Corby Borough in 

September 2006 in order that the information provided could feed into their LDF process. The 

information provided in this final report should, therefore, supercede previous information 

provided.  

 

Background to the County Wildlife Sites System in Northamptonshire 

County Wildlife Sites are areas of land of importance for wildlife in a county-context, 

designated by statutory and non-statutory bodies involved in land management and nature 

conservation. In Northamptonshire, this role is met by a consortium known as the 

Northamptonshire Environment Network (formerly Northamptonshire Nature Conservation and 

Landscape Forum), which includes local authorities, the County Council, DEFRA, Natural 
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England, the Environment Agency, RSPB and the Wildlife Trust. CWS are selected according 

to the abundance and diversity of wildlife on a site. The range of species that a site can support 

is determined by factors such as the climate, geology and hydrology; these vary from county to 

county so Selection Guidelines are drawn up to take into account the natural variation in 

different parts of the country. The Selection Guidelines for CWS in Northamptonshire have 

been drawn up by the Northamptonshire Environment Network.  

 

Assessment of non-CWS land in North Northamptonshire 

There is also a need to assess the ecological value of other undeveloped areas within North 

Northamptonshire currently not classified as CWS. This may bring to light new sites that meet 

CWS criteria but also sites which are of wildlife valu,e though not of sufficiently high quality, 

to meet CWS standard. These are termed Potential Wildlife Sites. The assessment of non-CWS 

land is necessary in order to provide guidance on the delivery of Green Infrastructure and 

Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

 

Potential Wildlife Sites will be particularly important for delivering Green Infrastructure, 

providing links between, and buffers around, CWS. Some of these potential sites may improve 

sufficiently to qualify as CWS under sympathetic management or habitat creation. 

 

 

4. Project Methodology 

 

Definition of Project Area. 

During 2002 CWS within the Rockingham Forest area were re-surveyed and assessed against 

updated selection criteria. This current project, therefore, determined to assess areas of 

significant biodiversity value within North Northants but outside of the Rockingham Forest 

area. MapInfo, a geographic information system, was used to create a polygon of this project 

area within which CWS and PWS could be identified for re-survey. Re-survey and assessment 

of these sites was carried out during the summers of 2005 and 2006. 

 

The current work has re-assessed all CWS within the project area and also a number of PWS 

within the project area. Existing CWS within the Rockingham Forest area were not re-surveyed 

as part of this work and are due for re-survey in 2007 (as recommended in Defra guidance). 

Although PWS were identified in the Rockingham Forest area re-survey of these sites was not 

carried out. It is therefore recommended that re-survey of these sites is carried out as soon as 

possible. 

 

Current CWS in North Northamptonshire. 

The landowners of CWS within the Project Area were approached in order to gain permission 

to access the sites and complete survey work. In cases where either the landowner could not be 

located, or where access permission was not granted, previous survey information was assessed 

against the current site assessment criteria. Where a surveyed, or assessed, site did not appear to 

match or exceed the criteria, and where the prospect for enhancement, and restoration was low 

the site was denotified and registered as a Potential Wildlife Site. 

 

All CWS that matched or exceeded the criteria, and all CWS within the Rockingham Forest 

area (surveyed in the last 5 years) were included on the current County Wildlife Site register. 

This register comprises a mapped component (Mapinfo GIS and attached browser) and habitat 

and species database (held within the Recorder database at the Wildlife Trust office. A copy of 

the MapInfo Layer is provided with this report. 
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Potential Wildlife Sites in North Northamptonshire. 

A list of PWS was drawn up from Wildlife Trust records, from contacting local expert wildlife 

recorders and from analysis of the most recently available aerial photographs of the County 

taken in 2000. A MapInfo layer of these sites was created. The PWS are identified (boundaries 

shown in blue on the PWS mapInfo layer provided) for guidance only to assist with the 

direction of future surveys, and the delivery of Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity Action 

Plan Targets. 

 

There are obvious limitations in this approach in that the current biodiversity value cannot be 

assessed. In fact, it is probable that some of these sites have been lost to development, or 

agricultural change, since the aerial photo’s were taken in 2000. It is important to note that 

these PWS were mapped onto the layer using aerial photographs and the boundaries will 

therefore skewed due to the angle at which the photographs were taken. 

 

Where on-site, or ground truthing survey of PWS was carried out these sites were assessed 

against the current CWS Selection Criteria. PWS that matched or exceed the criteria were 

added to the CWS register. Sites which were of high wildife value, but not of CWS standard, 

were registered as PWS. PWS which have been “ground truthed” are marked with red 

boundaries (snapped to landline) on the PWS layer. Those PWS which had been destroyed or 

that did not support significant biodiversity were removed from the PWS register. 

 

All maps have been reproduced from the Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of The 

Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright, under NCC Licence No. LA 

076767.  

 

5. Results and recommendations 

 

Review of CWS Criteria 

The CWS selection criteria have been updated to consider new information such as the species 

and habitats identified by the CROW Act 2000. These critera have been developed with input 

from Local experts, business and farming interests, local authorities and environmental 

organisations and agencies. These criteria have then been ratified by the Northamptonshire 

Environment Network. 

 

Additional criteria focussing on riverine habitats and invertebrate assemblages are being 

developed and will be included within the recognsed criteria in due course.  

 

Outline ecological assessment report for potential strategic development areas 

An interim report was provided in July 2005 and this focussed on the potential biodiversity 

resource associated with CWS and PWS within potential strategic development areas. 

 

Current County Wildlife Sites 

Within North Northamptonshire approximately 106 sites were identified which had not been 

surveyed in the past 4 years. Where access permission was granted these sites were visited by a 

qualified surveyor at the appropriate time of year during April to September. During 2006 

survey visits were extended into late November in order to attempt assessments of sites where 

access permission was delayed.   

 

During the current survey 123 CWS covering 1757 ha were assessed in North 

Northamptonshire. Of the current 890 CWS in Northamptonshire, a total of 380 now occur 

within North Northamptonshire and cover an area of 7761ha. These sites are shown with green 
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boundaries on the MapInfo layer. Summary information for each of these sites is given in the 

browser attached to the layer. 

 

All of these CWS either meet the CWS selection criteria, or there is sufficient information from 

previous surveys which supports designation. It is therefore recommended that all CWS 

identified on the Mapinfo layer are included on the appropriate constraint maps in the 

Local Development Frameworks.  
 

Potential Wildlife Sites. 
Over 450 sites were highlighted as Potential Wildlife Sites from aerial photograph analysis, 

searching through historical records on sites, and contacting wildlife recorders in the county. 62 

PWS covering 1214.6ha were assessed as part of the recent survey work. PWS which have been 

visited by the surveyor (ground truthed), and which are of substantial wildlife value are shown 

on the PWS Mapinfo layer with red boundaries. PWS which had little or no wildlife value were 

removed from the layer. PWS and denotified CWS which have not been surveyed in the last 5 

years have been marked with blue boundaries to indicate that a survey is now needed. 

 

It is anticipated that all PWS will be visited as part of future survey work. We recommend that 

these sites highlighted as Potential Wildlife Sites (both red and blue boundaries) are 

included in the appropriate constraints map and recognised as opportunities for the 

delivery of Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity Action Plan targets. 

 

Information availability. 

Three GIS layers accompany this report: 

 

• County Wildlife Sites in North Northamptonshire. 

� Updated as of December 2006. 

� Including CWS surveyed between 2002 and 2006. 

� Including CWS surveyed before 2002 but re-assessed using current 

criteria. 

 

• Potential Wildlife Sites in North Northamptonshire. 

� Updated as of December 2006. 

� Including PWS identified and assessed remotely using desktop research 

(blue boundaries). 

� Including PWS visited and assessed during 2006 (red boundaries). 

• Sub-district GI/BAP opportunity areas 

� Assessed as of December 2006. 

� Focussing on Sustainable urban extension areas. 

� Including reference to Sub-regional and Local corridors. 

� Including suggested habitat creation priorities. 

 

Site specific information is also held within these layers in the form of a browser. This can be 

exported to an excel spreadsheet if required and holds brief information about the site. 

 

These Mapinfo layers as well as more detailed site descriptions are held by the Wildlife Trust 

and will also be passed to the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre. This information 

can be provided to Local Authorities on request. 
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6. Discussion 

 

Access permission for site survey. 

In order to carry out the survey work, and complete the project, significant effort in terms of 

landowner liaison was essential. The development of good relationships with landowners and 

managers was essential in order to gain access permision and to establish lines of 

communication by which opportunities for enhancement of these sites can be achieved. 

 

As survey work proceeded it became increasingly obvious that gaining access permission for all 

sites would be extremely difficult. Very rarely, this was due to landowners delaying permission 

until a later date. For the majority of CWS and PWS it was not possible to locate the owner or 

manager of the land. Although previous landowner information was kept on file following 

previous survey work this was usually too old to be useful. 

 

As the number of new access permissions started to decrease the Site Surveyor had to resort to 

visiting targetted sites, and knocking on doors, in addition we employed land agents to identify 

landowners and attempt to gain access. We will continue to apply these techniques and have 

developled an ownership and contact database for North Northamptonshire. In the future we 

would advocate increased frequency of site re-visits so that contact details are kept up-to-date. 

This will also serve to build more positive relationships with land managers. 

 

When it became obvious that access permission for some sites was not going to be forthcoming 

we had to re-assess these sites against the current criteria using available information. For some 

of these sites recent information was available, and this, combined with historic information 

supported re-designation of the site. Defra guidance and the Northamptonshire CWS Selection 

Criteria advise that sites should remain as CWS if there is potential for recovery. In this respect 

the absence of evidence of a species from a recent survey does not confirm tha the species is no 

longer present. 

 

Un-surveyed CWS for which species records were over 20 years old, or which did not meet or 

exceed current criteria were denotified and added to the PWS register (sites which had not been 

visited in last 5 years were given blue boundaries). 

 

Losses and gains 

In total 52 CWS (398ha) were denotified to PWS following recent surveys and assessments. 

 

For 37 of these denotified sites access permission could not be secured in the limited time 

available and as a result surveys had not been completed in the last 5 years. Without up-to-date 

survey information these sites failed to meet the selection criteria and were therefore denotified. 

It is probable, however, that a number of these denotified sites would qualify as CWS following 

appropriate surveys. We would recommend that these sites are visited and assessed as soon as is 

possible, in the mean time these should remain on the PWS register so that surveys can be 

initiated by the appropriate body. 

 

A lack of sympathetic management on 15 CWS and the resultant habitat degradation meant that 

these sites no longer met the selection criteria and were denotified. Several of these denotified 

sites were also damaged due to agricultural intensification or through development. 

 

As part of the assessment of PWS, as well as recognition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

as CWS, 51 new CWS (covering 1145.2ha) were identified. 
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Although there appears to have been a net increase in the area of CWS in North Northants it 

should be noted that much of the gain in CWS area has been as a result of the inclusion of 

SSSIs, which of course, already have a higher degree of protection. If these additional SSSI 

CWSs are excluded from the assessment there would have been a net loss in the area of CWS, 

and hence BAP habitat, in North Northants. 

 

Potential GI and BAP opportunities 

At a sub-regional and district level the Green Infrastructure Strategy which has recently been 

launched by the River Nene Regional Park initiative provides guidance on the delivery of GI, 

and therefore, of BAP delivery. This guidance has been developed in partnership with many 

organisations including the Wildlife Trust and Joint Planning Unit and has been informed by 

the existing CWS dataset. Future revisions of the GI and Landscape Character Suite will need 

to rely on up-to-date CWS and PWS data. 

 

Within this current project assessment of the CWS and PWS dataset was carried out to identify 

some sub-district opportunities for GI and BAP delivery. It should be noted that this assessment 

is not comprehensive, and instead focussed on the Growth Towns and the proposed Sustainable 

Development Areas so that the opportunities for BAP delivery through habitat creation could be 

targeted as part of the intended growth. 

 

17 sub-district GI/BAP opportunity areas have been identified and these are listed on Table 1 

and shown on maps in Appendix 1. A MapInfo layer of these areas is also provided. 

 

The relationship of these areas to recognised Sub-Regional and Local GI corridors is indicated 

as well as the preferred target for habitat creation. 

 

Additionality 

Survey work funded by JPU has provided match funding support alongside a Natural 

EnglandAggregates Levy funded project which used North Northants survey data to target BAP 

and GI delivery within the Nene Valley. The wider project will show best practice on existing 

Nature reserves and provide ecological advice on some planning applications and to landowners 

within the Nene valley. This support also provided in kind match funding toward a GI 

monitoring project to GAF2. 
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8. Appendix 1. Table and Maps Showing potential GI/BAP Opportunity Areas. 

 

Table 1: Sub District GI/BAP opportunity areas. 

 

 
Number GI Corridor Location priority habitat creation 

1 Sub-regional 2 (Nene valley) Nene Valley Billing to wellingborough Open water, wet grassland and marsh 
2 Sub-regional 2 (Nene Valley) Wellingborough to Denford Open water, wet grassland and woodland, marsh 
3 Sub-regional 2 (Nene Valley) thrapston to thorpe waterville Open water, wet grassland and woodland, marsh 
4 Local corridor 13 Croyland park to Wilby Wet Grassland and river restoration. 
5 Local Corridor 16 Red Hill, Wellingborough. Neutral Grassland. 
6 Sub-regional 10 (Ise Valley) Wellingborough to Wickstead wet grassland, river restoration. 
7 Local corridor 17 Sidegate lane to Pine trees Woodland, neutral grassland. 
8 Local Corridor 20 Cranford Neutral grassland 
9 Local Corridor 20 Cranford Calcareous-neutral grassland 

10 Local Corridor 15 Thorpe Malsor Neutral grassland, marsh. 
11 Sub-regional  10 (Ise Valley) Weekley Newton Woodland 
12 Sub-regional  10 (Ise Valley) Rothwell Desborough Neatral grassland, river restoration. 
13 Sub-regional 12 (Jurassic way) Desborough to Pipwell woodland, neutral grassland. 
14 Sub-regional 11 (Harper's Brook) Corby ancient woodlands. Woodland, and wooded linkages. 
15 Sub-regional 12 (Jurassic Way) Cottingham to Gretton woodland, neutral grassland 
16 Sub-regional 13 (Wilow Brook) Corby to Deenthorpe Calcareous-neutral grassland. 
17 Sub-regional 11 (Harpers Brook Stanion to Brigstock Calcareous grassland and woodland. 
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