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Executive summary 
 
Background 
 
The Oundle Healthcheck Report is the result of the Oundle Healthcheck project 
funded by East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) and the Welland Sub Regional 
Strategic Partnership (SSP) in 2005. The project was led by East Northamptonshire 
Council and was undertaken in line with the Healthcheck methodology set out in the 
Countryside Agency’s Market Towns Initiative. An important aspect of the initiative is 
that it aims to involve the local community in making decisions and taking 
responsibility for the future of their town. 
 
The Healthcheck Process 
 
The Healthcheck process was undertaken by the Market Towns Project Officer from 
East Northamptonshire Council. The work was supported by the Oundle Partnership 
and the community of Oundle and its hinterland.  
 
The Oundle Partnership was established as a result of an open evening in November 
2005. Following this a gathering took place in February 2006, which resulted in 
setting up the Oundle Partnership Steering Group. The main objective of the Steering 
Group is to guide the healthcheck process and complete the second phase by 
developing a detailed action plan and putting it into action.  
 
The Healthcheck process has taken a snapshot of the town and its surrounding area, 
but also has looked at past pieces of work and the wider context such as local and 
regional policies. The snapshot incorporates a comprehensive appraisal of the town’s 
strengths and weaknesses, highlighting the key things local people would like to 
preserve and see improved. The document also includes information in relation to the 
threats to Oundle, as part of the Milton Keynes South Midlands growth agenda. 
 
As part of the process, contact was made with a wide range of organisations, groups 
and businesses in the town and the surrounding area. Four public events were held 
locally in order to gain public opinion and two questionnaire surveys were 
undertaken. 
 
The results were analysed by the Market Towns Project Officer who identified that 
people were concerned with 21 main issues. These were then prioritised in order of 
importance at a final public consultation in September 2006. The priorities in order of 
importance were listed below: 
 

1. NHS dentist is required 
2. More police presence required 
3. More parking is needed 
4. Tackle anti-social behaviour issues and underage drinking 
5. Youth facilities are needed 
6. Leisure facilities are needed 
7. Less congestion 
8. Address vandalism and theft 
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9. Stop car speeding 
10. More shops in town are required 
11. Street improvements 
12. Community facilities are needed 
13. Cycle path is needed 
14. Better transport links 
15. Local jobs and training facilities are needed 
16. Gateway improvements to town 
17. Disability access 
18. More CCTV cameras are required 
19. Business premises are required 
20. More tourist accommodation required 
21. Speed signs are needed 
 
Conclusion 
 
The gathering of information and opinions in the Healthcheck clearly indicates that 
local people wish to maintain the essential character of Oundle and the surrounding 
countryside. The area has a wealth of positive features which help to make it an 
attractive place to live, work and relax. On the whole, the services and facilities to be 
found in Oundle serve well the needs of residents of the town and villages. Some 
weaknesses have also been identified which will need to be addressed. 
 
The process has allowed the investigation of opinion alongside the collection of 
factual data so that in some cases people’s views are supported by the facts, but in 
others it has revealed facts that in effect run counter to opinion.  
 
The snapshot of the Oundle Healthcheck confirms that: 
• Oundle has a high proportion (35%) of children and young people (compared to 

the district average of 26%).  
• Oundle’s population is healthy but has difficulties accessing health services. Only 

6% of the residents describe their health as not good. 
• Oundle’s working population is educated to a higher standard than the regional 

average. In Oundle 19% of 16-74 year olds have no qualification which is 
significantly below the regional average (32%). 

• The town is a centre for secondary education; the town’s residents are more likely 
to study at higher education establishments outside the region which means the 
town can easily lose these well educated graduates. 

• The proportion of detached houses is higher (47%) than the district average 
(23%) and the houses are larger. There are shortages of affordable housing for 
the next generation.  

• The proportion of managers and senior officials is high at 19% (the national 
average is 15%), which indicates that the business sector also has a strong skills 
demand.  

• Oundle has low unemployment (1% of the economically active people are 
unemployed), though a greater proportion of these people (mostly female) are 
long-term unemployed. The income support level is lower (1%) than the national 
average (5%).  

• The quality of the local environment is just one of the assets of the area but there 
are many more. The low level of crime, the achievements of the schools, its two 
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excellent markets, the range of community groups and the community spirit is 
evident. The appearance of the town, the number of accommodation 
establishments and attractions for visitors, the range and quality of local services 
provided together with free car parking facilities are all positive qualities.  

 
Against these positive features must be set the negative ones which can spoil the 
quality of life for some resident; namely: 
• The range and quality of provision for the young people of the town (as several 

indoor/outdoor sports and leisure facilities for older age groups); 
• No train services, limited number of bus routes; 
• Traffic congestion in town on market days; 
• Limited availability of NHS services, limited police presence and some anti-social 

behaviour issues; 
• Insufficient parking spaces; 
• Physical environment (entrance to the town and street improvements). 
 
The healthcheck process is now complete and will proceed to the action planning 
stage. A separate document will be produced by the Oundle Partnership Steering 
Group setting out the actions, timescale and monitoring procedure for delivery so that 
local people will be able to judge how the issues highlighted by the healthcheck 
process are tackled.  
 
 
Brigitta Palinkas on behalf of the Oundle Partnership. 
March 2007 
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1 Chapter 1: Introduction to the Market Towns Healthcheck 
process 

1.1  Market Towns in the UK 
Historically, market towns provided an important service centre for their surrounding 
rural communities which and today market towns still have the potential to be the 
thriving hub of the rural community.  
 
However, market towns today are affected by modern society; the Countryside 
Agency discussed the different factors (see Table 1) which have contributed to the 
decline of market towns as an economic and social stronghold for rural communities.  
Table 1  Factors affecting the success of market towns 

 
• Impact of out of town shopping centres; 
• Closure of livestock markets; 
• Increased mobility for many people has reduced the viability of high street 

businesses, social cohesiveness and the quality and diversity of services. 

 
(Source: The Countryside Agency, 2005; Assessment of the Market Towns Initiative: A Summary)  
 
Today there are market towns which are either booming or failing, but either way the 
healthcheck process can be beneficial to secure a prosperous future. 

1.2  The Market Towns Initiative (MTI) 
The MTI stemmed from the Government Rural White Paper (November, 2000) which 
discussed the importance of market towns and the uncertain future they had within 
today’s society. From this paper, the Countryside Agency initiated the MTI, of which 
the healthcheck was its main tool for securing the future of market towns throughout 
the UK. 
 
The market town healthcheck comprises six stages which are explained in the 
Market town healthcheck handbook issued by The Countryside Agency (2002). 
These are summarised in Table 2 on page 11. 

1.3  The healthcheck process 
The market towns healthcheck is a process which gives the local community the 
ability to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the market town and its 
surrounding countryside. Below are the four healthcheck categories with examples of 
what issues they seek to address: 
 

• Economy: 
Assesses the local economy and what it lacks, as well as analysing the 
employment rates and job choices within the area. 
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• Environment: 
Discovers the different heritage and conservation schemes and the basic 
infrastructure and aesthetic value within the town (e.g. signage, shop fronts). 
 

• Social & Community: 
Describes the social problems which may be present, and the different ways 
of dealing with them. It also examines the different voluntary and 
sporting/leisure organisations and facilities the town has to offer. 
 

• Transport & Accessibility: 
This category enables the community to see what accessibility issues a town 
has in terms of its road infrastructure and parking, as well as assessing the 
public transport options present. 
 

This analysis of the town and the results of community consultations helps to develop  
a resourced and targeted Action Plan to tackle the issues identified. 
 
The healthcheck, leading to a revitalised and healthy market town, should benefit 
residents and visitors alike.  
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Table 2  Six stages of the healthcheck 

1. Setting up a market town partnership: 
• Identify key stakeholders within the community (e.g. Councillors, major 

employers, etc.); 
• Hold a meeting(s) with these stakeholders to discuss the healthcheck, the 

issues there are within the community, and elect a chairperson to the 
partnership; 

• Utilise the different members’ skills and information sources to collect data and 
seek specialist advice. 

 
2. Gaining community commitment: 

• Arrange a large community event to establish the main issues within the town; 
• Construct a SWOT analysis using the results from the event.  
• Possibly organise other events which are more specialised to certain areas 

(e.g., economic, environment, social & community, and transport & 
accessibility.) 

 
3. Completing the healthcheck: 

• Complete the ‘snapshot’ of the market town. The ‘snapshot’ is a factual 
summary of the facts and figures of the market town, so one can gain an initial 
understanding to the different issues the town has in terms of economy, 
environment, social & community, and transport & accessibility. 

 
4. Creating a vision: 

• Prepare a mission statement, with the aid of the partnership stating what the 
town’s aims and objectives are. 

 
5. Preparing an action plan: 

• Using the data from the previous section (Creating a vision), develop a action 
plan for the town; 

• The action plan should set out short and long term goals; 
• The different goals/objectives should be prioritised; 
• The action plan should also include where the resources are coming from. 

 
6. Putting the plan into action: 

• Using the action plan, the different schemes and initiatives should begin to 
start; 

• The partnership should be continually monitored for possible reconstruction; 
• The different schemes and initiatives which have been put in place should be 

continually monitored and evaluated. 
 
It is important to note that these six stages are guidelines towards completing a healthcheck, and 
although they will provide the basic structure they may slightly differ when put into practise. 
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2 Chapter 2: The Oundle Partnership 

2.1 How the Partnership was created  
An integral part of the healthcheck process is to set up a market town partnership 
that is representative of the town. A successful partnership should comprise 
representatives from business, community, public and voluntary sector organisations. 
The membership should be as inclusive as possible to reflect the interests of 
communities in the rural areas around the market town as well as in the town itself. 
The Countryside Agency, in 2002, has published recommendations regarding 
membership of a local partnership which is shown in IIlustration 1. 

Illustration 1 A Possible Partnerships Structure 

 

 
(Source: Market Towns Healthcheck handbook; The Countryside Agency, 2002) 
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During the preparatory stages of this healthcheck, a number of partners were 
identified to represent the views of the local community of Oundle with regard to the 
healthcheck. The list of the members of the Oundle Partnership can be seen in 
Appendix 1, although it is expected that the structure will change. 
 
In addition to the above a steering group has been set up to co-ordinate the 
development and implementation of the Oundle Action Plan. The Steering Group 
comprises a balanced selection of representatives from a cross section of the local 
community, including:  
 

• Oundle and District Trade and Commerce Association – Philip Amps 
(Chairman) 
Businesses – Julie Buck, Chris Chant, Ian Goldsmith, Katy Sagoe, Alan Smith 

• Oundle Town Council – David Chapple 
• East Northamptonshire Council – Philip Stearn 
• Police – Angus Carlin 
• Prince William Upper School – Graham Snelling 
• Oundle Church of England Primary School – Janet McMurdo (Vice-Chairman) 
• Oundle School Community Action –  Liz Dillarstone 
• Volunteer Action –  Nancy Taylor 
• Youth Representatives from PW School and Oundle School – students 
• Older Wiser East Northamptonshire and Oundle Churches Youth Association 

– Mike Jones, Nic Shaw 
• Oundle Churches – Philip Warburton 
• Community Representatives –  Maria Riley, Stuart Murdock 

 
The Oundle Partnership Steering Group meets quarterly.  
 

2.2 Vision Statement 
The Partnership’s vision is to ensure that Oundle continues to be a thriving 
community that serves the needs of the town and local villages, attracts visitors and 
maintains a strong and sustainable economy now and in the future. 
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3 Chapter 3: The ‘snapshot’ of Oundle 

3.1  Creating a ‘snapshot’ of Oundle 
Creating a ‘snapshot’ of Oundle means to give a summary of the town through a brief 
audit of the town covering the four sectors mentioned in 1.3; Economy, Environment, 
Social & Community and Transport & Accessibility. The ‘snapshot’ also requires a 
hinterland to be drawn up of the town (see section 3.2) showing a boundary of where 
its services and amenities are used by surrounding villages/communities. 

3.2  The hinterland of Oundle 
Oundle is one of six East Northamptonshire towns in the southern part of the East 
Midlands. It is 12 miles south west of Peterborough and about 80 miles north of 
London.  
 
The hinterland is the sphere of influence a town has over the surrounding rural areas, 
in terms of the use of its services and amenities by the local villages/communities 
which encompass the town. Market towns today have less of a direct impact upon 
the surrounding communities as the number of car owners in rural areas has 
increased dramatically. This means that rural dwellers are able to satisfy their 
demands by visiting large urban shopping areas, bypassing their market town for 
consumer needs. 
 
The Action for Market Towns (AMT) organisation describes a catchment area as the 
following: 
 
‘Rural area surrounding a town that includes communities that ‘use’ a town for a 
number of reasons, for example where they go to work, where they go shopping or 
where they go to use services such as the library, bank, job centre, hospital, health 
clinic, school, etc.’ 
(Source: Action for Market Towns, 2005: Market Towns Healthcheck Handbook) 
 
Illustration 2 shows the hinterland of Oundle; it includes the parishes of: 
 

• Achurch • Polebrook 
• Aldwincle • Southwick 
• Ashton • Stoke Doyle 
• Barnwell • Tansor 
• Cotterstock • Thurning 
• Glapthorn • Upper Benefield 
• Hemington • Wadenhoe 
• Lilford-Cum-Wigsthorpe • Warmington 
• Lower Benefield • Woodnewton   
• Luddington  
• Lutton • Elton (out of the district) 
• Pilton  
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Illustration 2 The Hinterland of Oundle 
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3.3 Economy 

3.3.1 Economic Activity 
At the time of the 2001 Census Oundle had a population of 3,686 between the ages 
of 16 and 74; for the purpose of the Census data these people are defined as being 
of working age. 
 
In Oundle 65% of this age group are economically active which is lower than the 
district average of 73%. This can be explained by Oundle’s greater proportion of 
economically inactive students between 16-18 years old, and additional students 
which reside at Oundle School during term time. These are not economically active, 
and hence account for the town’s reduced economic activity. The percentage of the 
retired people is just 1% higher than the district’s average. In 2001 just 20% of 
Oundle pensioners (over 60 year olds) are claiming pension credits, which is 
markedly less than the district’s 25% average. Chart 1 shows the breakdown of 
economically inactive people.  

Chart 1 

Breakdown of economically inactive people aged 
16-74

Other
1%

Permanently sick 
/ disabled

2%

Looking after 
home / family

5%

Student
14%

Retired
13%

Economically 
active 65%

Economically 
inactive 35%

 
 
Chart 2 shows the breakdown of economic activity in the town. No more than 9% of 
economically active people are self-employed and 13% are part-time employees; the 
percentage of people in full-time employment is relatively high at 40% but still under 
the district average (47%).  

Chart 2 

Breakdown of economically active people aged 16-
74

Employees 
part-time 13%

Employees full-
time
40%

Self-employed
9%

Unemployed
1%

Full-time 
student

2%

Economically 
active 65%

Economically 
inactive 35%
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The number of part-time employees does not differ from the local, regional and 
national average. However the number of full time employees is 7% lower than the 
district’s average, nevertheless it is only 1% less than the regional and national 
averages. Self-employment is as prevalent in the town as it is within East 
Northamptonshire. Unemployment is however 2% lower at just 1%, this is most likely 
due to the greater employment opportunities available within a town and the 
workforce’s high skill levels are attractive to business. (Source: 2001 Census KS09A)  
 
Approximately 20% more females have part-time jobs than males, and about 25% 
less females have full-time jobs than males. The other main difference is that within 
the town of Oundle, 10% of working age females are economically inactive as they 
look after the family or home. This contrasts with 0% of men engaged in this role, 
also the number of females in this class is lower than the district and national 
averages. The segregated data also shows that fewer females are employed in full-
time positions in Oundle than within the district and nationally. (Source: 2001 Census 
KS09B and KS09C)  
 
The average weekly number of hours worked by economically active males within the 
town is 44.4 hours, whilst females average 30.48 hours per week. This reflects the 
greater amount of part-time jobs undertaken by female employees. Table 3 shows 
the percentage of the male and female workforces working the hours within the time 
bands. The percentage working 6-15 hours was elevated amongst both the male and 
female populations when the Town is compared to the other geographic areas.  
Table 3  Hours worked per week 

Oundle 
 

East Northants 
 

East Midlands 
 

England 
 

Duration worked 
per week, by 
ecomically active 
(%) Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

1-5 hours 1 4 0 2 1 2 1 2 
6-15 hours 4 15 2 12 3 13 3 12 
16-30 hours 4 30 4 28 6 30 3 28 
31-37 hours 9 17 9 19 14 21 15 22 
38-48 hours 47 24 54 31 52 28 51 24 
49 or more hours 35 10 30 8 25 6 24 7 

(Source: 2001 Census KS10) 
 
As a result of the higher proportions of employees within the over 49 hours per week 
category, Oundle has below average numbers of employees working 31-37 hours per 
week and 38-48 hours per week. 
 
The age of people employed within the town is collected as part of the census data; 
these people don’t all necessarily live in the town as the workplace population could 
include people commuting from other places.  
 
The workforce contains a smaller proportion of 20-29 year olds than the district 
average which in turn, is significantly less than the national average displayed in 
Table 4. A similar trend is evident within the 30-39 year old grouping. The proportion 
of workers aged 40-49 and 50-59 and over 59 years old are greater within the town 
than the district, regional and national averages. The working population of Oundle 
has a definite skew towards older workers. 
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Table 4  Age distribution of the working population 

Percentage of workplace population 
within the ages ranges (%) Oundle East 

Northants 
East 

Midlands England 

Less than 20 years old 6 5 5 5 
20-29 years old 13 16 19 20 
30-39 years old 23 24 26 27 
40-49 years old 25 23 24 23 
50-59 years old 26 24 20 19 
59+ years old 7 7 5 6 

(Source: 2001 Census UV75) 

3.3.2 Jobseekers allowance and income support 
As of August 2005 there were 40 people claiming job seekers allowance within the 
town. This is equivalent to 1.08% of the working population (Department for Work and 
Pensions, 2005). The district average is 1.31%, so it appears that less people are 
searching for employment within the town. The percentage of Oundle’s working 
population claiming Job Seekers Allowance is considerably less than the regional 
average of 1.90% and almost half the national average of 2.05% (see Chart 3). 
 
Income support is claimed by 1% of Oundle’s working age population (Department for 
Work and Pensions, 2005). This is less than the district’s 3% average and the regional 
and national averages at 4% and 5% respectively (see Chart 3).    

Chart 3 

Comparison of jobseeker allowance and income 
support
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3.3.3 Unemployment and employment 
Unemployment statistics are now expressed as a percentage of the number of 
unemployed people. The proportion of young people unemployed is comparable 
between the town, district regional and national data sets. However the proportion of 
the unemployed aged over 50 is lower in Oundle than the district average; indicating 
that in Oundle a greater proportion of the unemployed are aged 25-49. Within East 
Northamptonshire and Oundle a smaller proportion of the unemployed have never 
worked relative to the national average. A greater proportion of the unemployed in 
Oundle are long-term unemployed (are those who stated, at the time of the 2001, 
they had not worked since 1999 or earlier) when compared to the district as a whole, 
however level’s in Oundle are comparable to the national average (see Table 5).  
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Table 5  Unemployment statistics 

Unemployment statistics (%) 
Unemployed people aged 16-74 Sex Oundle East 

Northants 
East 

Midlands England 

Aged 16-24 All 26 25 26 26 
Aged 50 and over All 16 21 19 19 
Who have never worked All 6 5 8 9 
Who are long term unemployed All 30 24 29 30 

(Source: 2001 Census KS09A). 
 
None of the town’s unemployed females are aged 16-24; this is markedly different 
from the districts average of 21% and the national 25% average. A similar situation 
exists concerning the percentage of unemployed females who have never worked; 
again Oundle has none within this category, whereas East Northamptonshire has 
5%, against a national average of 10%. 
 
It is clear that there is not a problem with unemployment amongst the town’s younger 
female citizens; yet 35% of unemployed males are aged 16-24. This exceeds the 
district average of 29% and the national average of 26%. Similarly the percentage of 
unemployed males who have never worked exceeds the district’s average, and is 
equal to the national average.  
 
Long-term unemployment amongst unemployed females is significantly greater than 
the district and national averages, at 50% relative to East Northamptonshire’s 
average of 28%. However it is important to consider that there were only 16 
unemployed females in the town at the time of the 2001 census. Conversely long-
term unemployment amongst males was below the national average at 21% relative 
to 30%. 
 
The nature of unemployment differs markedly between the male and female 
populations, and in many cases large differences are evident when the town is 
compared to the other geographic areas. 
 
Within East Northamptonshire the number of jobs per person is below the national 
average (see Table 6). Job density represents ‘the ratio of working jobs to total 
working population’: 
Table 6  Job density in East Northamptonshire 

 

(Source: Nomis, Job density [2004]) 
 
This lack of available jobs within the district shows how important it is for the 
infrastructure of such rural service areas like Oundle, to provide more employment 
opportunities for its population and the surrounding hinterland. 

3.3.4 Industry of employment 
Education is one of the town major sectors, accounting for 21% (494 people) of the 
employment amongst 16-74 years olds in the town (see Chart 4).  

 

 Number of jobs in East 
Northamptonshire 

East 
Northamptonshire East Midlands GB 

Job Density 29,000 0.6 0.8 0.8 
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Chart 4 

Comparison of employment sectors 
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The educational establishments within the town include Oundle School, Prince 
William Upper, Oundle and King’s Cliffe Middle School and Oundle Church of 
England Primary School. The manufacturing industry employs a smaller proportion of 
the population than in the district as a whole. However when compared to the 
national average this type of employment is not under represented in the town. In 
other industry sectors the proportion of the population employed is slightly below the 
national averages; this can be explained as the effect of a large proportion of the 
population concentrated in the education sector. No single industry sector appears to 
be affected severely. (Source: 2001 Census Census KS11A) 
 
It is worth mentioning that there are 13 creative businesses in Oundle according to 
Creative Connections (CC) data. Ten of these businesses are registered on the CC 
website (www.creative-connections.org.uk), two self registered.  
 

• Two of these 13 creative businesses are in music sector,  
• five are in the performing and visual arts sector,  
• one in crafts sector,  
• one in the arts and antiques market sector,  
• one in the industrial design sector and 
• it is not known what sectors the remaining three businesses belong to. 

 
For each industry sector the ratio of male and female employees has been 
calculated. The data is available in Table 7. Most of the ratios are as would be 
expected and differ little when compared to the district, regional and national 
averages. For example the agricultural sector is dominated by male employees, at 
81%. Manufacturing has a higher proportion of male employees than the district 
average at 81% relative to 69%; however the district average is below the national 
one of 73%. The proportion of females employed in the transport and communication 
sector is 6% above the districts average. In finance, real estate, public administration, 
education and health, the proportion of males employed exceeds the district, regional 
and national averages in all cases. 
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Table 7  Sex ratio in each industry 

Oundle East 
Northants 

East 
Midlands England Male and Female ratio in each 

sector (%) M F M F M F M F 
A: Agriculture; hunting; forestry  81 19 74 26 75 25 75 25 
B: Fishing n/a n/a 50 50 79 21 86 14 
C: Mining & quarrying n/a n/a 83 17 88 12 86 14 
D: Manufacturing 81 19 69 31 72 28 73 27 
E: Electricity, gas & water supply 79 21 77 23 70 30 72 28 
F: Construction 90 10 90 10 90 10 90 10 
G: Wholesale and retail trade; 
repair of motor vehicles 

55 45 56 44 52 48 52 48 

H: Hotels and catering 39 61 39 61 39 61 42 58 
I: Transport storage and 
communication 

65 35 71 29 72 28 72 28 

J: Financial intermediation 58 42 44 56 42 58 48 52 
K: Real estate; renting and 
business activities 

61 39 56 44 57 43 57 43 

L: Public administration and 
defence 

60 40 55 45 55 45 55 45 

M: Education 35 65 26 74 29 71 29 71 
N: Health and social work 20 80 14 86 18 82 19 81 
O: Other 58 42 44 56 44 56 47 53 

 
Given that education employs 21% of residents, the percentage of the male and 
female workforces employed is elevated. This means that 13% of economically 
active males in Oundle are employed in education compared to 4% for the district 
overall. Similarly 30% of the female workforce are employed in education compared 
to a district average of 13%. Category J financial intermediation employs 5% of 
males and females. This percentage is elevated from the district average of 2% of 
males and 4% of females.   
 
Currently there is limited land available for industrial employment use in the town. 
These are the Nene Valley Business Park, opened in 1986, and the Eastwood Road 
Industrial Estate. 

3.3.5 Occupation 
Chart 5 displays areas of occupations which are present in Oundle. Figures are for 
working age and percentages are based on all people in employment. The most 
noticeable point taken from the chart below is that high amount of employees are 
managers and senior officers (19%) or professionals (21%). These percentages are 
above the national and the district average. (Source: Nomis, 2001Census of population 
[Table CASO33-Sex and Occupation by Age]) 

 
A higher than average proportion of Oundle’s workforce (19%) are employed as 
managers and senior officials compared to 15% nationally. However the proportion 
within this category in the district is reasonably similar to Oundle’s average, indicating 
that the trend is not specifically localised to Oundle, but is more likely reflective of the 
employee needs of the businesses located in the area. These positions are 
predominantly occupied by males as the proportion of females is inline with the 
average. This contrasts with the proportion of the workforce employed in professional 
occupations, where Oundle’s average at 21% is double that of East 
Northamptonshire. A difference of this scale can be attributed to Oundle’s education 
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industry as teachers will be classified within this category; the public school 
concentrates employees with these skills in the area beyond the number which would 
be required to serve local needs. 

Chart 5 

Occupational breakdown within Oundle
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Fewer people (mainly female) are employed in administrative and secretarial jobs 
(9%) than the national average (13%). A below average proportion of machine 
operators are employed in the town relative to the district; these skills would typically 
be associated with manufacturing, which as previously discussed is a more 
prominent employer within the district as a whole than in Oundle. (Source: 2001 Census 
KS12 B, C) 

3.3.6 Income 
The average household income (see Table 8) for Oundle and its surrounding 
hinterland are higher than the average apart from Barnwell; in fact, some of the 
surrounding villages such as Cotterstock, Glapthorn and Pilton have an extremely 
high income rate compared with the East Northamptonshire average.  
Table 8  Average household income for Oundle and its hinterland 

(Source: East Northamptonshire Council Housing Needs Survey 1999)  

Settlements Average gross income p/a 
(excluding benefits) 

Difference from district 
average 

East Northamptonshire £21,068 —
Oundle £24,026 £2,978
Ashton £38,838 £17,770
Barnwell £20,545 -£523
Benefield £31,614 £10,546
Cotterstock £53,107 £32,039
Glapthorn £44,415 £23,347
Hemington £32,141 £11,073
Lilford-cum-Wigsthorpe £37,326 £16,258
Luddington £35,497 £14,429
Lutton £36,008 £14,940
Pilton £41,860 £20,792
Polebrook £40,916 £19,848
Stoke Doyle £40,775 £19,707
Tansor £35,178 £14,110
Thurning £28,773 £7,705
Warmington £24,628 £3,560
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3.3.7 Education, skills and training 
Oundle’s position as the education centre of 
North-East Northamptonshire was confirmed in 
1971 with the opening of the Prince William 
School and Oundle Middle School. 
Oundle is famous for its schools with hundreds 
of years of history, which contributes many 
buildings of outstanding historical and 
architectural interest to the town.  
Oundle has excellent educational facilities which 
are made up of the following schools and 
nurseries: 
 

Nurseries: 
• Lambourne Nursery School 
• Lindum Day Nursery 
• Parent & Toddler Group  
• Oundle Community Pre-School 
• Oundle Community Playgroup 
• Oundle Nursery School 
• Rainbow Playgroup 
 
Primary school: 
• Oundle Church of England Primary School (4-9)  

 
Junior school: 
• Laxton Junior School* (4-11) 

 
Middle school: 
• Oundle and Kings Cliffe Middle School (9-13)  
 
Senior schools: 
• Prince William Upper School (13-18)  
• Oundle and Laxton School* (11-18) 
 
Further education: 
• Life Long Learning Centre 
• Tresham Institute 
 

*Fee paying institutions 
(Source: Northamptonshire County Council – Schools Directory, Ofsted website)  
 
The surrounding hinterland also has primary schools which are in the following 
villages: 

• Aldwincle 
• Glapthorn 
• Polebrook 
• Warmington 

The Great Hall of Oundle School, 
built in 1908 
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The level of qualifications attained (see Table 9) by the working population of Oundle 
differs significantly from the East Northamptonshire average. Only 19% of Oundle’s 
population do not hold any academic, vocational or professional qualifications. This is 
significantly less than the average levels found within the district and region. Similarly 
the number of residents who have attained level 1• qualifications as their highest is 
markedly less within Oundle. Within Oundle 27% of the working population have 
attained level 2 qualifications, these include 5+ GCSEs or 1 A/AS Level.  
 
When compared to a national average of 19%, and 22% for the district, it is clear that 
school leavers are more highly qualified in the town. Oundle also exceeds the district 
average for level 4/5 qualifications such as degrees, qualified medical and teaching 
professionals. The proportion of the workforce qualified to such levels is 12% greater 
than the district average.  
Table 9  Highest qualifications attained by residents 

Level of qualifications attained 
by 16-74 year olds (%)* Oundle East 

Northants 
East 

Midlands England 

No qualifications 19 28 32 29 
Level 1 14 19 18 17 
Level 2 27 22 19 19 
Level 3 7 7 8 8 
Level4/5 28 16 17 20 
Other  / Unknown 5 8 7 7 

(Source: 2001 Census KS13) 

3.3.8 Markets 
Oundle has an interesting and lively regular market every Thursday and a successful 
Farmers’ market which takes place on the second Saturday of each month. 
 
A Farmers' Market is where local farmers sell 
their products with local ingredients directly to 
the public. The producers must be local, 
defined as within a specified radius of the 
market site (usually 30 miles) and sell only 
their own products. The person behind the 
market stall must be directly involved with the 
produce on sale. The advantages to the 
customer are that the produce is fresh, the 
stallholder can answer questions about the 
product they are selling and they also support 
the local community. 
 
Farmers’ markets can be beneficial to the local economy as follows: 
 

• more money is spent in the local economy, and it circulates in the locality for 
longer; 

• there is high knock-on spending in other shops on market days; 
                                                 
* Level 1 qualifications are <5 GCSE or CSE grades, Level 2 qualifications >5 GCSE or CSE grades, Level 3 qualifications: >2 
A levels, Level 4/5 qualifications: Degree or other professional qualification.  

Thursday market – Market Place 
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• they provide an outlet for local produce, helping to start new local businesses 
and expand existing ones; 

• they reinforce local jobs and business networks, maintaining local 
employment, 

• both the product and the consumer consume less energy (fuel). 
 
In 1997 there were no farmers’ markets in the UK and today there are more than 350 
all over the country. Turnover at UK farmers’ markets is around £65 million a year. 
(Source: Friend of the Earth 2000, The economic benefits of the farmers’ markets) 
 
The Oundle Farmers’ market is well established and a member of the NAFM 
(National Association of Farmers’ Markets). 

3.3.9 Tourism 
Oundle is one of the oldest towns in England, its mellow stone buildings concentrated 
in an historic Conservation Area around the Market Square and has several old 
streets full of interesting speciality shops, galleries, a museum and an array of pubs 
and teashops. Many of the fine buildings roofed with local Collyweston slate belong 
to the famous public school.  
 
Some special events take place in the town each year 
which include the Oundle International Festival, a ten 
day programme of concerts in July with an international 
flavour. The town also comes alive with the annual 
Literary Festival and the Festival of Music and Drama.  
 
The district’s Tourist Information Centre (TIC), in a fine 
bow-fronted building on West Street, provides a wide 
number of services, from access to the internet to 
information on local accommodation and ideas for 
places to visit. In 2005/2006 35,582 people visited the 
TIC and 5,172 enquiries (letters, mails and phone calls) 
were recorded. 
 
A wide range of brochures, guides and leaflets are 
available free of charge. Gifts, crafts, postcards, maps 
and guide books are also on sale. The Centre also acts 
as an East Northamptonshire Council’s public 
information and inquiry point.  
 
In 2002 approximately 2.3 million visitors came to East Northamptonshire and spent 
£71.9 million here. Tourism supports 2,123 jobs in the area with 1,768 directly 
tourism related. (Source: 2002 Tourist Economic Impact Assessment for East Northamptonshire)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tourist Information Centre, 
Oundle 
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3.3.10 Milton Keynes & South Midlands Growth Area 
Oundle is part of the Milton Keynes & South Midlands (MKSM) Growth Area, one of 
four growth areas in South East England identified by the Government in the 
Sustainable Communities Plan (SCP) in February 2003. (The four major growth 
areas are the Thames Gateway, London-Stansted-Cambridge-Peterborough (M11 
corridor), Milton Keynes South Midlands, and Ashford.)  
The government has highlighted that within these growth areas there should be a 
step change to deliver successful, thriving and inclusive communities. To facilitate 
the proposed growth within the County, two bodies have been set up, West 
Northamptonshire Development Corporation and North Northamptonshire 
Development Company.  
 
Although Oundle is not 
identified as a specific 
growth area within 
Northamptonshire, the 
proposed growth from the 
west (Corby) and east 
(Peterborough) will have an 
impact on the local 
economy and environment 
of Oundle.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oundle is also situated within the strategic location of Oxford – Cambridge Arc 
(O2C). This provides Oundle with an opportunity to capitalise on the opportunities 
offered through the close proximity of the Oxford and Cambridge Arc, supporting 
growth of the knowledge economy.  
 
A recent study, North Northamptonshire Centres Project Report, was undertaken in 
2004 by the DTZ Pieda Consulting on behalf of the North Northamptonshire local 
authorities and Northamptonshire  County Council to identify potential roles and 
relationships of centres across North Northamptonshire. The study highlighted that 
Oundle has a strong heritage offer in terms of the built environment and it should 
consolidate its strengths by continuing to exploit the niche visitor/public school role as 
well as continuing to serve the town centre needs of its rural hinterland. 
 
 

Oxford-Cambridge Arc

Milton Keynes & South Midlands Growth Area and the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc 
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3.4 Environment 
The natural and built environment of Oundle has a very appealing visual charm. 
Oundle lies in the loop of the River Nene which forms a natural boundary (and 
development constraints) to the South and East of the town.  

3.4.1 Town Centre 
Oundle is an ancient market town, attractively situated on rising ground beside a 
meander of the River Nene. The town is skirted by water meadows, which are a 
haven for wildlife and much favoured by strollers, artists and anglers.  
 

The town centre is built of local Jurassic 
limestone with roofs of Collyweston slate. The 
mainly 13th Century parish church, with its 
striking spire, is considered to be one of the most 
beautiful in the Nene Valley and is visible for 
miles. Oundle is also famous for its public school, 
which contributes many buildings of outstanding 
historical and architectural interest to the town. 
 
 
 

 
The main ‘high street’ of Oundle is West Street 
and Market Place where most of the retail type 
outlets are situated. Oundle’s town centre 
shopping area (see Illustration 3) has a 
number of specialist shops and includes 
independent retailers, cafes, saddlery shop, 
banks, restaurants, butchers and three public 
houses. 
 

3.4.2 Heritage  
Oundle is thought to have been inhabited since the Iron Age, through Roman and 
Saxon times. This heritage is illustrated through the historic buildings around the 
town. Many of the buildings having links with religion, history and literature. 

 
There are number of places of worship in Oundle. 
By far the largest and most prominent is St Peter’s 
Church standing at 208 feet high and much of it 
dates back to the 13th Century. There are also 
Methodist, Baptist and Roman Catholic churches 
in Oundle, although the Baptist church does not 
have its own building and holds services on 
Sunday mornings in Prince William School.  

Benefield Road, Oundle 

New Street, Oundle 

St. Peter’s Church, Oundle 
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Illustration 3 Oundle Town Centre and Primary Shopping Area 
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Oundle has a selection of inns, for example, the Talbot is a well recognised 
exceptional building which was rebuilt in 1626 but still retains medieval remnants. 
There are many other historic buildings remaining in the town including Parson 
Latham’s Hospital (an almshouse, built in the 17th century), the Queen Victoria Hall 
(1901) and the Oundle School bookshop which is a 17th century building with a 
unique arcade. 
 
East Northamptonshire has a number of country houses and heritage sites to be 
found near Oundle; from Southwick Hall, built in the 14thC by Sir John Knyvett, to 
Lyveden New Bield, a 400 year old folly which sits alongside one of the oldest 
surviving Elizabethan gardens. Fotheringhay five miles north of Oundle and all that 
remains of the castle is a piece of the Fotheringhay Castle keep, now surrounded by 
railings. Embedded in the stone is a plaque to Mary Queen of Scots, with whom the 
castle will always be associated.  

3.4.3 Conservation 
The nearest country park to Oundle is  Barnwell Country Park. Two pocket parks 
exist, Snipe Meadow and New Road, part of the town’s recreation ground.  
 

Barnwell Country Park sits in a peaceful 
backwater of the River Nene. Developed on the 
old gravel workings it is now a rich mix of 
habitats including lakes, ponds, woodland and 
meadows. Barnwell Country Park has much to 
offer the visitor which includes nature trails, 
waterside walks, bird hides, picnic and barbeque 
areas as well as a visitor centre and shop.  
 
 
 
 

Admission is free but there are car park charges.  It offers much in terms of wildlife 
and also has a visitor centre with an employed ranger, whose role is to offer 
information and advice to visitors, as well as providing educational tours for the local 
schools when available.  
 
The Snipe Meadow Pocket Park, established in 
1998, is situated on the banks of the river Nene, 
near Oundle Rugby Club. This is an important 
site for protecting endangered Snipe and 
Redshank and other wading birds. 
 
The New Road Pocket Park, established in 
1995, in Oundle is an example of local people 
turning part of the town’s recreation ground into 
a Pocket Park. Natural features alongside new 
play equipment have created an environment 
that enables children to learn about their new 
surroundings in a relaxed way. (Source: www.pocketparks.com) 

 Barnwell Country Park 

View of Oundle from the North Bridge 
of River Nene 
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3.5 Social & Community 
Overall, Oundle is a vibrant social town and this section will seek out the strengths 
and any underlying weaknesses. 

3.5.1 Population 
East Northamptonshire has a population of 83,330 (Census 2001: 76,527 people) 
and housing stock of 35,410 (Census 2001: 31,244 households) according to the 
2006 estimate. In terms of population, Oundle is the smallest town in the district with 
a population of 5,674 (2006 estimate). 
 
Oundle grew rapidly after the Second World War and its population increased to over 
5,000 in the last decade. Table 10 shows the population statistics for Oundle and its 
hinterland. The estimated change in population between 2001-2006 is 6.2% and 
within its hinterland is 4% since 2001, a 5.1% average increase overall. What these 
figures clearly display is that Oundle is increasing in its size and popularity. 
Table 10 Population statistics for Oundle and its hinterland 

Settlements Population 2001 Population estimate 
2006 Population Increase  

Oundle 5345 5674 6.2% 
Aldwincle 345 352 2.0% 
Apethorpe 133 133 0.0% 
Ashton 192 190 -1.0% 
Barnwell 362 388 7.2% 
Benefield 308 320 3.9% 
Cotterstock 149 151 1.3% 
Fotheringhay 123 124 0.8% 
Glapthorn 264 266 0.8% 
Hemington 65 89 36.9% 
Lilford-cum-
Wigsthorpe 101 103 2.0% 

Luddington 50 52 4.0% 
Lutton 145 145 0.0% 
Pilton 55 55 0.0% 
Polebrook 453 496 9.5% 
Southwick 180 180 0.0% 
Stoke Doyle 59 71 20.3% 
Tansor 185 185 0.0% 
Thorpe Achurch and 
Waterville 151 158 4.6% 

Thurning 93 93 0.0% 
Wadenhoe 124 129 4.0% 
Warmington 874 915 4.7% 
Woodnewton 442 452 2.3% 
Totals 10198 10721 5.1% 
    

Settlements Population 2001 Population estimate 
2006 Population Increase  

Hinterland 4853 5047 4.0% 
Oundle 5345 5674 6.2% 
Oundle + Hinterland 10198 10720 5.1% 

(Source: Nomis, 2001 Census, Population ) 
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It is therefore important to make sure that there is the necessary housing and 
services to meet these needs, but care must be taken to keep the historic appeal and 
aesthetics of the town, as this could be lost without careful planning and 
consideration.  
 
According to the 2001 Census data (see Chart 6) Oundle is populated with higher 
proportion (35%) of 0-19 year olds than the district average (26%) population 
composition. (Source: 2001 Census, Age UV04) 

Chart 6 
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3.5.2 Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 
To measure IMD one takes into account the following different factors which are then 
put together and formulated into a ranking score: 

• Barriers to housing 
• Crime 
• Education 
• Employment 
• Health 
• Income 
• Skills and training 
 

East Northamptonshire is ranked 263 out of 354 in the 2004 IMD, with 1 being the 
most deprived District and 354 being the least.  
 
When the 8,414 wards in England are ranked by the Index of Multiple Deprivation, 
Oundle is 7,800 least deprived, i.e. 92% of the nation’s wards are more deprived than 
Oundle. Oundle is the least deprived ward within East Northamptonshire. (Source: 
Indices of Deprivation for Wards 2000) 
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3.5.3 Crime 
Crime in Oundle is not a major issue compared with other urban areas in East 
Northamptonshire such as Irthlingborough and Rushden. In total there were 298 
crimes recorded in Oundle during 2005/06; see Chart 7 for more details. 

Chart 7 

Number of crimes recorded in 2005/06 in Oundle 
(180 out of 298 crimes categorised as follows)
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The number of the thefts from/of motor vehicle and incidents of violence have 
considerably decreased in the last few years, however the number of criminal 
damage, domestic crimes and domestic incidents have gone up. It should be noted 
that people are more aware of community safety today than with more incidents and 
crimes being reported. 
(Source: East Northamptonshire District Crime and Disorder Community Profile Annual Report, April 
2005-March 2006, April2003-March 2004) 
 
Oundle is part of the North Northamptonshire Police area and the Police Station in 
the town and is manned during the day.  

3.5.4 Health 
According to the 2001 Census, Oundle has a healthy population, compared with the 
district, region and country. The number of residents (6%) describing their health as 
“not good”  (see Chart 8) is lower then the district (7%) and national average (9%) 
and a lower percentage of people are affected by limiting long-term illnesses in the 
Oundle town.  

Chart 8 
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The UK population is ageing. The proportion of the population aged 65 and over has 
increased, but the proportion below the age of 16 has generally decreased over the 
last thirty years. (Source: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=949) This trend 
identifies a need for community facilities for elderly people such as the Victoria Hall 
and the Joan Strong Centre which both provide a place for retired persons to meet. 
 
Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS Trust is the main provider of mental health, 
learning disability, drug and alcohol and sexual health services in Northamptonshire. 
Northamptonshire Primary Care Trust (NPCT) is responsible for the delivery of 
primary care services in the Oundle area (e.g. GPs and dentists). There is a health 
clinic, a doctor’s surgery, two chemists, an optician and a dental practice (without 
NHS dentist) in Oundle. Local residents also use the Wansford and Kings Cliffe 
doctors’ surgery. 

3.5.5 Housing 
There are 2,028 households within the Oundle ward. At the time of the 2001 Census 
95.5% were occupied, with a further 3.2% classified as vacant, and 1.3% classified 
as second residences. The households accommodate 84% of Oundle’s population, 
with the remaining 16% in communal establishments such as the boarding facilities 
at Oundle School.  
 
As shown in Table 11 the housing stock has a higher proportion of detached 
dwellings than in the district and region. As a result of this semi-detached and 
terraced properties make up a smaller proportion of the housing stock than found 
elsewhere within the region.  
Table 11 Accommodation type 

Accommodation types (%) Oundle East Northants East Midlands England 
Detached   47 35 32 23 
Semi-detached 26 34 36 32 
Terraced 18 23 21 26 
Flats, shared house, maisonette 10 8 10 20 

(Source: 2001 Census KS16) 
   
Average household size is however largely similar in the town, district and region 
(Table 12, presumably smaller apartments above commercial properties and the 
small number of shared houses in Oundle counteract the effect of the larger number 
of detached properties. Despite this the average number of rooms per property is 
higher in Oundle than the district at 6.2 and 5.8 respectively; this will also be a factor 
of the large proportion of detached dwellings. 
Table 12 Average household size and number of rooms 

Household statistics (%) Oundle East Northants East Midlands England 
Average household size 2.3 2.4 2.4 2.4 
Average number of rooms 
per households 6.2 5.8 5.5 5.3 

(Source: 2001 Census KS19) 
 
Household composition statistics reveal that married couples with dependant children 
are the most common within the town, this account for 22% of households. This 
exceeds the district’s average, which in turn is greater than the regional and national 
average. 
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Compared with the district as a whole, the town’s stock is inclined towards higher 
council tax bands. The percentage of Band A properties is significantly less than the 
district and national averages which are broadly similar at around 25% compared to 
7.8% in Oundle. In Groups D to H Oundle exceeds the district, regional and national 
averages in all cases. The greatest differences concern group E, which accounts for 
18.8% of the properties within Oundle; this is almost double the district average at 
9.7%, and significantly above the regional and national averages. (Source: 2004 
Valuation Office Agency) 

As Chart 9 shows Oundle has a high proportion of people who own their houses 
without a mortgage. Property ownership is greater in Oundle than the district as 32% 
of properties are owned outright, compared with a district average of 29%, which is 
identical to the national average. Within the town and the district, less property is 
rented from the local housing association than is typical within the East Midlands. 
Oundle exceeds East Northamptonshire in the percentage of properties rented from 
private landlords, letting agencies and other non social landlords. (Source: 2001 Census 
KS18) 

Chart 9 
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The average house price in Oundle is £238,849 (Apr-June 2006), and the average 
price of a house in Oundle has risen 140% since 1999 (£99,451) (Source: Land Registry, 
2006).  
 
This increase (see Chart 10, figures from Land Registry) can contribute to the rise in 
the average house price in the UK over the last 6 years; however, an increase such 
as this would indicate the increased economic success and affluence of the area, but 
also the need for affordable housing. Affordable housing includes social rented and 
intermediate housing, provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not 
met the market. Affordable housing should:  

• Meet the needs of eligible households including availability at the cost low 
enough for them to afford, determined with regard to local incomes and local 
house prices. 

• Include provision for the home to remain at an affordable price for future 
eligible households or, if these restrictions are lifted, for the subsidy to the be 
recycled for alternative affordable housing provision.  
(Source: Communities and Local Government: Planning Policy Statement 3 – Housing) 

Total affordable housing stock in Oundle is 313 units which is comparatively low 
compared to the population estimate at that time of 5,674. Northamptonshire is 
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identified as a ‘growth area’ and the North Northamptonshire preferred Core Strategy 
sets out that Oundle will accommodate 610 homes between 2001 and 2021. 
Between April 2001 and April 2006 137 houses have been built and 21 are under 
construction, 52 units are affordable housing. (Source: Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston 
Preferred Options – January 2006.) 

Chart 10 
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It is clear that local young people who wish to stay and set up home locally would find 
it difficult to afford property, making Oundle an almost impossible place for first time 
buyers. 

3.5.6 Sport and Leisure 
Oundle has many leisure facilities and sporting clubs; a cricket club, football club, rifle 
club golf club, tennis courts, bowling club, rowing club and rugby club. The town 
council owns most of those mentioned. Oundle School owns the land of the cricket 
club and football club but they not Oundle School facilities, in the sense that anyone 
can join. The Oundle School facilities include a swimming pool. 
 
From the leisure side, the Stahl Theatre, the Oundle Museum and the Yarrow Gallery 
should be mentioned amongst others. The Oundle Museum is housed in the 
refurbished Courthouse that still has many of the original courthouse features. There 
is a permanent exhibition on local and local family history and the Brewing Industry 
that once was a major industry in the town. The Stahl Theatre was opened in 1980, 
where number of production take place every year, owned and managed by Oundle 
School. The Yarrow Gallery, was opened in 1918, is one of the most attractive 
galleries in East Anglia. The space is adaptable and suitable for activities such as 
poetry readings, plays and small concerts as well as public and private exhibitions.  
 
The nearby village of Ashton also hosts the popular world conker championship in 
October each year, which has been running for 40 years. 
 
An “Open space, sport and recreation” study, commissioned by East 
Northamptonshire Council, carried out in January 2006, indicate the existing open 
space locations in Oundle (see Appendix 2). The study which was undertaken by 
PMP consultancy, will feed into the Council’s Open Space Strategy, in early 2007.  
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3.6 Transport & Accessibility 
Oundle is bypassed by the busy A605 road 
which provides excellent accessibility to A1, A14 
and A45. Oundle also directly connects to Corby 
through the A427. With these excellent 
accessibility options, Oundle loses much of its 
workforce to Peterborough and the surrounding 
area. Oundle’s main gateways are at South 
Bridge, North Bridge and Benefield Road (A427). 
 

3.6.1 Accessibility 
Oundle is under 15 minutes away from the A1 and around 40 minutes from M1, 
which is means that 75% of Britain's population is within a two hour drive from the 
district. (see Illustration 4) 

Illustration 4 Oundle and its location in East Midlands 

 
 
Oundle is 20 minutes from the A14 which runs directly to Felixstowe (1hr 40min), and 
connects with the M11 to Stansted Airport (at least an hour) and then on to London. 
The A14 is sometimes referred to as "The Highway to Europe", bringing East 
Northamptonshire businesses close to Britain's largest container port and London's 
third airport as well as the high technology research facilities of Cambridge University 
and the Science Parks at Aston and Loughborough. 
 

 North East gateway of Oundle at 
North Brigde 
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3.6.2 County-wide transport objectives  
Northamptonshire County Council (the transport authority for the whole of 
Northamptonshire) produced a Local Transport Plan (LTP2) for the period 2006/7-
2010/11 in March 2006. This long term strategy is based on the following priorities: 
reducing congestion, improving accessibility, improving safety, improving the 
environment, encouraging healthier travel, improving maintenance an 
accommodating growth.  
 
Many local roads and pavements in the town are in need of repair and maintenance. 
The LTP states: ”Traffic in Northamptonshire has been growing fast and this growth 
is predicted to continue. This brings threats of congestion and pollution, as well as 
contributing to climate change. Although there have been recent improvements, road 
and footway maintenance in the county has been at a low standard for some years, 
causing both structural and surface damage, both of which can adversely affect 
residents’ quality of life and accessibility as well as economic development and 
tourism opportunities for the county.”  
(Source: http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/Transport/TP/LTP/LTP2006-2011.htm - Local Transport 
Plan 2006-2011) 
 

3.6.3 Parking 
The are six main parking areas in Oundle (see Illustration 5), two being long stay car 
parks, two being short stay car parks/parking and two being on-street parking.  
 
Long stay   Short stay             On street  
A1  Benefield Road  B1  Co-op (2 hour)            C1  West Street (1 hour) 
A2  East Road  B2  Market Place (1 hour)           C2  New Street (1 hour) 
 

Illustration 5 Main parking areas in Oundle 
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The long stay car parks are not readily used local residents who tend to use the Co-
op car park which can become very busy on market days and weekends.  
 
Locally, the long stay car parks are regarded as 
being out of the town centre, meaning that they 
are not the first choice for shoppers and workers. 
What is noticeable is the number of cars parked 
either side of West Street, some on double yellow 
lines; this road-side parking causes congestion, 
creating a single lane in places, making it hard for 
cars to pass. 
 
 
 

 
 
The short stay car parks in Oundle both have 
time limits for parking. It is fair to say that a 
number of people who use these car parks use 
them more as a long stay alternative as they are 
not monitored on a regular basis. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As Chart 11 and Chart 12 show, the overall usage of the parking areas (short stay, 
long stay and on-street parking areas) in Oundle are high for all days.  

Chart 11 

Usage of all parking areas in Oundle for all days
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On market days (both Thursday and Farmers’ market) 90% of the parking spaces are 
in use.  
 
 
 

Co-op car park on Thursday, 
market day 

West Street on Thursday,  
market day 
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Chart 12 

Overall usage of each paking areas in Oundle
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Appendix 3 provides details of the parking survey. 

3.6.4 Public transport 
There is a regular bus service that links Oundle and Peterborough (13, 13A ,14, 14A, 
X4) and other services available from different operators. Through various coach 
routes Oundle is well linked to other settlements e.g. Barnwell, Lutton, Corby, 
Kettering, Burton Latimer, Stamford or Milton Keynes by coach routes. A 
Northamptonshire & Wellingborough “Bus timetable” provides useful information on 
transport routes and timetables (April 2006 edition). 
 
A voluntary car scheme is administered by Volunteer Action Oundle, based in the 
Market Hall. Their remit is for volunteer drivers to help the elderly and anyone of any 
age who is disabled who cannot access public transport to get to their appointments. 

3.6.5 Travelling statistics 
Oundle is situated in a privileged travelling position, in that it is located relatively 
close to the towns and cities displayed in Table 13. 
Table 13 Travelling distances from Oundle 

Place Distance from Oundle (Miles) Distance from Oundle (Kilometres)
Birmingham 72 116 
Corby 19 31 
Kettering 19 31 
Leicester 60 97 
London 87 140 
Northampton 30 48 
Peterborough 15 24 

 
Its proximity to regional centres makes Oundle a commuter base which affects the 
local economy and there is a need to sustain employment opportunities in Oundle. 
 
In terms of travelling to work on foot, Oundle has the highest proportion of workers in 
the whole district (15%) using this method of  travel to work. (Source: Census 2001). This 
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maybe accounted for by Oundle School, being the major employer in the town, with 
buildings in easy walking distance in residential areas.  
 
Principal methods of travel to work (Chart 13) shows that the car dominates (60%); 
some of these journeys must be less than 2km. The percentage driving to work is 
slightly less than the district average, as a greater proportion is able to walk and 
cycle to work. Public transport usage is low; the town is not served by the rail 
network. Buses transport only 1% to work which is below the district’s 2% average 
and significantly below the nation’s 8% average. (Source: 2001 Census KS15) 

Chart 13 

Main method of transport used to work 
9%

5%

15% 3% 2%

66%

Mainly working from home Train, Bus, Coach
Car or Van Bicycle
On foot Other

 
 

The average distance travelled to work within the Town and district is 17km, this is 
4km above the national average. Oundle has higher than average numbers of people 
who travel less than 2km to work each day and significantly less travelling 2-10km 
each day. It is also evident that a significant proportion of the population commute to 
towns such as Peterborough, Corby and Kettering for employment as a greater than 
average proportion commute 10km-20km, exceeding the national average by 11% 
and district average by 6%. (Source: 2001 Census UV35 and UV80)   
 
However Oundle also attracts employees from outside the town, as the working 
population data shows that 40% of the employees travel over 5km to work. Certainly 
the 32% travelling over 10km will have travelled from outside the town as it is less 
than 10km across. Businesses in Oundle therefore attract a considerable number of 
their workforce from outside the town. (Source: 2001 Census KS15) 
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4 Chapter 4: Design for the Future: Oundle and Surrounding Areas 
Discussion Paper (May 2004) 

4.1 Priorities for the Area 
The priorities listed below were included in the East Northamptonshire Council (ENC) 
”Design for the Future: Have Your Say (July 2001)” consultation and the East 
Northamptonshire Local Strategic Partnership’s community strategy.  
 

• Strengthening the role of town centres, fostering urban renaissance; 
• Stimulating employment opportunities; 
• Improving the environmental and visual quality of the area; 
• Maintaining balanced communities and in particular supporting affordable 

housing; 
• Avoid town cramming; 
• Improving infrastructure; 
• Maintaining and enhancing services and facilities; 
• Increasing community involvement. 

 
The Community Strategy listed the following priorities: 
 

• Environment and Infrastructure; 
• Health and Housing; 
• Education and Lifelong learning; 
• Community Safety; 
• Economic Development. 

 
(Source: Design for the Future: Oundle and Surrounding Areas Discussion paper, May 2004) 
 
On the whole the responses agreed with the priorities, however, the main concern 
was that Oundle would expand too quickly before infrastructure was put in place to 
service the expansion.  

4.2 The purpose of the Design for the Future discussion paper 
In 2004, East Northamptonshire Council published “Design for the Future: Oundle 
and the Surrounding Areas Discussion Paper” to help prepare a new development 
plan which would replace the existing Local Plan.  
 
The design for the future paper set out 39 different questions (see appendix 4) which 
cover the following key issues: 
 

• Priorities for Oundle and surrounding areas with implications for planning; 
• Social, economic and environmental roles and relationships of Oundle and 

surrounding areas; 
• Where development should be focused; 
• What type of development should be permitted; 
• Planning Out Crime; 
• Maintaining and enhancing green spaces and recreational facilities; 
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• Increasing community involvement. 
 
(Source: Design for the Future; Oundle and Surrounding Areas Discussion paper, May 2004) 
 
Some of the more relevant responses ore summarised below in paras 4.3-4.7. 

4.3  Spatial Roles and Relationships 
The majority of responses stated that Oundle should remain as it is in terms of its 
role with the wider community, but there was also a group of people who believed 
that part of Oundle’s role should be to serve the surrounding villages.  
 
With regard to Oundle’s position in relation to developments in Corby and 
Peterborough, the vast number of replies was that there should be no influence from 
Corby and Peterborough and the town should, retain its character. There was an 
obvious worry about the proposals for Corby as some respondents wanted protection 
from the proposed expansion of the town. 

4.4  Development options 
This section required the respondents to examine the different development options 
in terms of the: 

• Distribution of development; 
• Oundle aspirational sites; 
• Settlement hierarchy; 
• Settlement boundaries. 

4.4.1 Distribution of development 
On the whole the respondents were adamantly against any type of housing 
developments for Oundle. However they did agree that the town should be focused 
on for some types of development along with the larger villages. 

4.4.2 Oundle aspirational sites 
The most common response stated that a development on East Road would be 
favourable with perhaps a mixed use (industrial/housing). Also, a great number of 
replies requested that the Riverside Hotel at the North Bridge roundabout be restored 
as a hotel or even a service station. 

4.4.3 Settlement boundaries 
Nearly all of the respondents were happy to define the built up area of the town as 
the urban boundary. However, many responses showed that the land outside the 
boundary should not be used for industrial or housing use of any kind but agricultural 
use would be accepted. 

4.5  Type of Development 
This section’s aim was to determine what kind of development and services the 
residents thought their town had a greater need of. These factors were analysed 
using the following options: 

• Infrastructure; 
• Employment; 
• Housing; 
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• Tourism. 

4.5.1 Infrastructure 
The major social and physical infrastructure issues were: 
 

• Insufficient local school places; 
• Need for parking; 
• Limited access to GP (opening hours and patient intake is full); 
• Need to concentrate on upgrading infrastructure to support existing needs; 
• No public transport; 
• Ban HGVs from town centre (possible diverted from A605 to A14 and A1). 

4.5.2 Employment 
Overall respondents felt that they had sufficient job opportunities in Oundle, and that 
they would advocate the re-use of existing buildings and possible areas on the 
outskirts of town for employment use. 

4.5.3 Housing 
The most common reply concerning the need for housing over the next 20 years in 
Oundle, was that Oundle should not increase its stock a great deal. Respondents 
wanted a slow and steady growth ensuring the infrastructure was sustainable every 
step of the way. 

4.5.4 Tourism 
On the whole, the replies mentioned that Oundle would benefit from wider tourism 
and it could be achieved through preserving the character of the town, whilst 
improving some of the services (e.g. more toilets and a wider range of shops). 
However, possible hindrances to achieving its tourism potential would be the lack of 
access and secure parking.  

4.6  Planning Out Crime 
The majority of responses stated that the town centre was main crime hotspot area. 
The most popular option for methods to combat this crime hotspot was to increase 
neighbourhood watch schemes and police presence; other methods which were 
popular were to provide youth facilities and CCTV. 

4.7  Green spaces and recreational facilities 
Mainly, the responses showed that there were not enough areas of public open 
space within Oundle.  
 
When asked if Oundle had sufficient leisure and recreational facilities, the majority of 
respondents expressed a wish for: 
 

• A public swimming pool; 
• Use of Oundle School facilities; 
• A youth centre; 
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4.8 Summarising the outcome of the comments 
As part of the continuous process of gaining community involvement, the public were 
encouraged to comment on the issues identified (see 4.1-4.7) and East 
Northamptonshire Council published a feedback paper “Design for the Future: Your 
Aspirations” summarising responses in September 2005.  
 
The first part of this document includes a summary of the comments received by 
respondents and directly linked to the questions posed in the discussion papers. The 
second part of the document is connected with other work that the North 
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit and the East Northamptonshire Council 
Planning Policy Team are undertaking to help inform the documents that will be 
produced. Below are the summary of the findings in reference to Oundle.  
 
Development & Environment 

• Nothing should be developed on floodrisk land or development that would alter 
flood plain land. 

• Development that may have a visual impact or intrude on the appearance to 
the approach of the town should not be allowed. 

• Prohibiting infill development. 
• The majority of development should be in Oundle, and some in the larger 

villages. 
• The site of the Riverside Hotel should be put into use to improve its 

appearance. 
  

Tourism, Open spaces & Recreational facilities  
• Open spaces and gaps in the town are part of the town character and should 

be remain undeveloped. 
• All new development requires open space and access to the countryside (e.g. 

to river banks). 
• Should be focused on leisure and cultural activities and the town needs its 

own recreational facilities. 
• Improvements of rights of ways should be made (cycling and walking routes). 
• Tourism development (e.g. boat hire or river/heritage cruises on the River 

Nene, more hotel accommodation). 
 

Planning out crime 
• People in Oundle believe that the town centre, including the market place, is 

crime hotspot.  
• Increased police presence, improved lighting, smaller estates and less 

isolated footpaths would help decrease incidents of crime.  
• Opportunities, facilities for young people (e.g. sport facilities, youth club) would 

help minimise crime. 
 

Employment & other 
• There are not enough specialist industries and there is a need for small and 

medium sized business with a possibility of extending the business park. 
• Inadequate parking in the town is also an issue as well as overstretched 

schools. 
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5 Chapter 5: East Northamptonshire Council: “Rural North, Oundle 
and Thrapston: Preferred Options” (January 2006) 

 
Following the outcomes from the “Design for the Future” Papers Paper (Chapter 4), 
in 2006 ENC published the “Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston: Preferred Options” 
report. Below are the findings from the Oundle workshops (also see Illustration 6).  

5.1 Oundle Development Principles 

5.1.1 Housing Provision 
• The North Northamptonshire preferred Core Spatial Strategy sets out that 

Oundle will accommodate 610 homes between 2001 and 2021. 
• Concern has been highlighted that housing growth has not been matched by 

complementary infrastructure provision, in particular employment 
opportunities. 

• Most new development will take place on sites within the town. 

5.1.2 Land at Ashton Road and Herne Road, Oundle 
• A 3.25 hectare site that is proposed to be for residential development; it would 

provide a mix of residential development of around 114 units, including 
affordable housing. 

• Preferred Option: As a greenfield site within the town boundary this site would 
be the first to be developed in the town – due to greenfield land within the 
urban boundary taking priority for development over greenfield extensions to 
towns. 

5.1.3 Land off Creed Road, Oundle 
• Consultants were commissioned to assess the best possible directions of 

growth against a wide range of sustainability criteria.  A clear outcome was 
that land to the North West would be the best direction for Oundle to expand. 

• Land off Creed Road is situated to the north west of the town and comprises 
open countryside.  This four hectare site could be developed for around 124 
houses, including affordable housing. 

• Preferred Option: This land located to the North West of the will be released 
for development once Ashton and Herne Roads have been developed. 

5.1.4 Growth and jobs 
• Research undertaken by Entec for the Department of Communities and Local 

Government (DCLG) and EMDA as well as the further work carried out by 
Atkins (2006) indicated that there is a limited availability of employment sites 
in the northern part of the East Northamptonshire. Oundle is well placed to 
meet the demand of businesses and widen access to employment 
opportunities for this area. 

• One existing area that is considered to provide potential for increased job 
opportunities is a prominent area of brownfield land between Oundle Town 
Football Club and Laxton Junior School on East Road. 

• Preferred Option: Land at East Road, Oundle is identified as a site for 
employment development. 
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5.1.5 School Sites and Expansion 
Upper School 
• Prince William School is currently operating fairly near to capacity and 

predicted demand indicates that the school is likely to remain at capacity for 
the foreseeable future.  With the development proposed for Oundle the school 
is likely to require additional accommodation. 

• Preferred option: Prince William School expand their playing fields eastwards 
with additional buildings to be incorporated on the existing playing fields 
nearest the current buildings. 

•  
Primary School 
• Oundle CE Primary School is fairly close to capacity and there is limited 

capacity to expand on the current site. It is likely that the level of planned 
growth will require additional accommodation. 

• Preferred Option: Relocate the primary school to a site adjacent to the middle 
school, if it becomes necessary.  If this option was implemented the vacated 
site located close to the town centre would have a preferred use for 
community buildings.  

5.1.6 “Rural North, Oundle and Thrapston (RNOT): Preferred Options” 
Consultation Event – 7 February 2006 – Prince William School 

The District Council presented options for development in Oundle to approximately 
120 members of the public. The attendees were then invited to give feedback and 
their views on the proposed development. 
 
Results 
Issues of housing (including affordable housing options), infrastructure, car parking 
and transport issues predominated the discussions. Concern was expressed about 
the potential relocation of the Primary School onto the current Middle School site. 
Those present said that no more housing is needed for the “renaissance” of the town, 
but an increase in facilities would be welcome. 
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Illustration 6 Preferred options for Oundle 
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6 Chapter 6: Healthcheck Consultation 

6.1 Events and workshops 
Local events are used in the healthcheck process as a means of gaining public 
opinion in addition to questionnaire surveys. The three public events were held in 
January 2006, February 2006 and September 2006. During events at Prince William 
School we were able to obtain feedback from young people on the consultation. 
 

6.1.1 Community Workshop Event – 11 January 2006 – Prince William 
School 

 
Representatives were invited from all sectors of 
the local community; groups, organisations, 
service providers and businesses. It gave every 
attendee the chance to express their opinions on 
Oundle and how it could potentially be improved. 
Appendix 5 illustrates the main aims of the 
event.  
 
About 60 local people attended and were 
divided into the four basic categories (according 
to what sector seemed most appropriate for their 
representation): 
 

i) Economy 
ii) Environment 
iii) Social & Community 
iv) Transport & Accessibility 

 
Results  
The main issues  raised were: 
 

• Parking issues (27 votes) 
• Lack of general facilities (19) – e.g. shops, NHS dentist, restaurants, facilities for elderly, 

community facilities 
• Lack of youth facilities and activities (17) 
• Better transport links, public transport (14) 
• Housing (13) – pros and cons 
• The need for local jobs and training facilities (9) 
• Congestion in the town (8) 
• Policing and Anti-social behaviour (5) 
 

6.1.2 Market Place Consultation – 2 February 2006 – Market Place 
Members of the public visiting the market were asked for their opinions on the 
condition of Oundle, the services used and improvements they felt could be made to 
the town. 

Community workshop Event at Prince 
William School 
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Results 
The feedback from the questionnaire resulted in the following responses: 
 

• Public Transport: More routes required. 
• Car Parking: Lack of parking spaces. 
• Positive Aspects of Oundle: Markets are excellent; appearance of Oundle 

together with the countryside and general surroundings; historic buildings; 
local schools. 

• Negative Aspects of Oundle: Parking issue; pavement conditions; road 
system in and around Oundle; poor condition of cycle paths; entrance to 
Oundle from the North Bridge (Riverside Hotel). 

• Needs of Oundle: NHS dentist; youth/community/leisure facilities; more police 
presence in evenings, not just daytimes; 

• Crime: Underage drinking; car speeding; drunk and disorderly. 
 

6.1.3 Consultation with young people – 30 June 2005 and 6 July 2006 – 
Prince William School Industry Day 

As part of Industry Days at Prince William School, groups of students took part in 
consultation exercises which contributed to the Oundle Healthcheck. In 2005 
students were asked to produce a ‘wish list’ of what they would like to see in Oundle 
to improve facilities and the environment. 
 
They were then asked to record these ideas and place the physical changes on a 
map of the town centre. The list and findings are in Appendix 6. 
 
Results  
The most popular proposals from the consultation were: 
 

• Facilities for the youth: This included internet cafés and youth clubs with a 
cinema being the most popular choice. 

• Car Parking: The parking proposals were for more car parking to be within 
the town centre, namely adjacent to South Road which runs parallel to a 
street. 

• Public transport: More frequent public buses to more routes, namely 
Thrapston and Peterborough. 

• Increase in retail outlets: There were proposals to increase the amount of 
shops, etc., meaning more shops in the town centre or for shopping 
complexes to be opened on the outskirts of the town. 

• More police: Many of the pupils wanted for more police patrols around the 
town, especially on Friday and Saturday nights. 

• Gym/sports facilities: A few of the ideas incorporated a gym which would be 
available to the young people as well as the general public, and should be 
equipped with different sporting facilities. 

 
Other proposals which and ideas which were not commonly brought up by others 
were: 
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• Regeneration of the riverside: For the site of the former Riverside Hotel 
north east of Oundle, to be regenerated as it is an entrance point to the town. 
There were ideas to regenerate the pub making it more appealing for business 
and visual purposes. 

• Music College: This proposal was for a music college to be created to 
expand musical learning and skills.  

• Swimming pool: Refurbishment of the old outdoor swimming pool or a new 
public swimming pool. 

 
Appendix 7 shows the results and the format of an event that took place in 2006 with 
groups of students who gave ideas as about youth facilities in Oundle. 

6.2 Questionnaires (April 2006) 
The purpose of the questionnaires was to gain the general opinion of residents of  
Oundle about different issues covering economy, environment, social & community 
and transport & accessibility. Two questionnaires were designed; one for business 
and one for the public.  

6.2.1 Public Questionnaires (Appendix 8) 
In total 1808 questionnaires were distributed and 647 were returned; a response rate 
of 35.7%. Some people did not answer all questions and some people gave more 
than one answer to some individual questions.  
 
Results of the Public Questionnaire 
70% of the respondents live in Oundle and the rest from the surrounding villages. 
 
A) Confidential about you (Q18 - Q22) 

• Responses were received from 374 females and 214 males 
• The survey results show a marked concentration in the older age groups 

participating in the questionnaire, with over one third of all respondents being 
over 65. There was a lack of information from residents below the age of 24. 
This was addressed by a separate survey at Prince William School as part of 
the Industry Day (see Chapter 8.1.3). 

• 89.5% of the responses came from the white British community and 95 people 
described themselves as disabled. 

 
B) Crime (Q17) 

• 44% of respondents (288 people) said they had witnessed car speeding. 
Solutions proposed included education, traffic calming measures, speed 
cameras or a combination of them all. 

• Under-age drinking and anti-social behaviour came second and third 
respectively. There is a need to tackle these issues and one idea was to 
introduce a parental responsibility scheme. 

• Vandalism and drunken and disorderly behaviour issues were also frequently 
mentioned. (see Chart 14) 



 

 - 50 - 

Chart 14 

Graph showing what crime people have either 
witnessed or been a victim of.
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C) Public transport (Q2-Q7) 
• Most respondents walked to the town centre or used a car to get there. 
• 75% of those who answered the relevant question  were aware of community 

transport. 
• 42% of respondents use local public transport and 53% of them use it 

regularly, whilst 47% use it occasionally. (Chart 15) 
• The majority of respondents (77%) believe getting information on public 

transport is easy. 
• In response to the question “Where do you usually park when you visit Oundle 

using a private car?” 63.2% used the short stay car park, 11.15% used the 
long stay car park.  

 

Chart 15 

Usage of public transport

Don't Use Public 
Transport, 397, 

58%

Do use public 
transport, 284, 42%

Less than once a 
monthOnce a month

Once a week
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week

Every day

 
 

D) Your opinion of Oundle (Q8-Q16) 
• The ten most popular things about Oundle:                                                              

(1-5. were mentioned in approx. 50% of responses (see Chart 16) 
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1. Historic buildings 
2. Weekly market 
3. Farmers market 
4. Country park 
5. Cultural events 

6. Local schools 
7. Range of shops 
8. Access to the River Nene 
9. Eating out 
10. Library* 

 

*During the last six months (October 2005 – March 2006) 3930 active members used the 
library (Source: Oundle Library) 

Chart 16  

Graph shows what the best things are about Oundle

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

500

Hist
or

ic 
bu

ild
ing

s

W
ee

kly
 m

ar
ke

t

Fa
rm

er
s m

ar
ke

t

Cou
ntr

y p
ar

k

Cult
ur

al 
ev

en
ts

Lo
ca

l s
ch

oo
ls

Ran
ge

 of
 sh

op
s

Acc
es

s t
o R

ive
r N

en
e

Eati
ng

 ou
t

Lib
ra

ry

Acc
om

od
ati

on

Com
mun

ity

Im
ag

e o
f to

wn

Chu
rch

Othe
r

 
 

• The  main cultural events and facilities which respondents would like to see in 
Oundle are: 

o Music – modern events, country, chamber, folk, serious, for younger children, opera, 
Concerts– pop/rock; 

o Cinema 
o Fair – entertainment, street entertainment, medieval, craft fair; 
o Theatre – non school, more professional touring groups, more mainstream 

productions at Stahl theatre;  
o Festival – drama, wine, jazz street, beer 
o Community art all ages, Arts Centre – films & exhibitions; 
o Plays – popular plays, open air plays; 
o Floral displays  – Britain in bloom, botanical garden. 

 
• People were asked to rate some aspects of Oundle. (see Chart 17)  The main 

aspects identified were: 
“Good”: 

o Health care 
o Appearance of Oundle 
o Street lighting 
o Entrance sign to town 

 
 
 

“Poor”: 
o Parking 
o Pavement conditions 
o Job opportunities 
o Disability access 
o Cycle path 
o Youth facilities 
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Chart 17 

Graph shows how the following aspects of Oundle 
are rated
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• Most used and well liked services/businesses in Oundle were: 

(see Chart 18 for more details) 
o Co-op (577 out of 647 responses mentioned it; 89%) 
o Post Office (87%) 
o Health Services (85%) 
o Weekly Thursday Market (78%) 
o Tourist Information Centre (73%) 
o Farmers Market (67%) 
o Food shops (65%) 

 
Chart 18 

Graph shows which of the following 
services/businesses are used most
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• Respondents would like to see more NHS dentists (80%), more grocers (47%) 

and clothes shops (34%).  
• Around 60% of the respondents shop in Oundle at least once or 2-3 times a 

week.   
• The main needs for the town, as identified by respondents, in order of 

importance were: (see Chart 19) 
1. Police presence (over 500 people mentioned it out of 647; 80%) 
2. More parking spaces (68%) 
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3. Improved physical environment (60%) 
4. Leisure centre (54%) 
5. Youth drop-in centre (51%) 
6. Community facilities (49%) 
7. Various shops (47%) 
8. Public transport routes (41%) 
9. Speed signs (30%) 
10. Tourist accommodation (28%) 
 

Chart 19 

Graph showing opinions on what the town needs
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• In response to the question “What would encourage you to shop in Oundle?”: 
o 268 of respondents requested various shops  

(e.g. supermarkets, ladies and men’s clothes shop, children and young people’s shop, 
sport,  toy, music, grocery, fishmonger other specific retail) 

o Improved parking was mentioned 75 times 
o Easier access and better public transport  (20) 
 

6.2.2 Business Questionnaires 
210 questionnaires were sent to local businesses and 62 returned; a 29.5% 
response. Some people did not answer all the questions and some people gave 
more than one answer to individual questions. (see Appendix 9) 
 
Results of the Business Questionnaire 
 
A) About your company/organisation (Q1-Q3) 

• Mostly small businesses with full and part time employees 
• In most cases the premises are solo premises (60%) 
• The business activity is mainly retail (39%) or service sector (44%)  (Chart 20 ) 

 

 



 

 - 54 - 

Chart 20 

Chart shows breakdown of 
company/organisation main activities
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The business environment 
• The barriers to expansion are mainly:  

o Staff related (40%) – skilled, local staff 
o Premises related (46%)– costs, availability 

• Main reason for choosing a unit/location: 
o Location advantage (59%) 
o Particular building met the needs of the company (43%) 
o Character of local environment (30%) 

• The most important aspects of the surrounding environment in order of 
importance: (see Chart 21 for more details) 

o Parking 
o Cleanliness 
o Traffic congestion 

Chart 21 

Chart shows how important each aspect of the 
surrounding environment is considered to be.
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Crime 

• Theft (45%) and vandalism (43%) have caused concern for business 
respondents (see Chart 22). 

• Approx. 75 incidents happened in the last 12 months affecting 24 companies 
according to this survey. 

Chart 22 

Chart shows what type of crime has caused concern 
for businesses
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6.3 “Have Your Say!” Final Consultation – 9 September 2006 – 
Market Place 

This was the final consultation with the public to gain their opinions on projects to 
help address priority issues identified from the various healthcheck consultations.  
 
By using a voting slip (see Appendix 10), people had an opportunity to choose five 
priorities, ranking them in order of importance. In total, 229 completed voting slips 
collected. Most of the voters were residents of Oundle (155) and some (50) were 
from the surrounding villages.  
  
Results 
The priorities in order of importance:  
 
 

1. NHS dentist is required 
2. More police presence required 
3. More parking is needed 
4. Tackle anti-social behaviour issues and underage drinking 
5. Youth facilities are needed 
6. Leisure facilities are needed 
7. Less congestion 
8. Address vandalism and theft 
9. Stop car speeding 

10. More shops in town are required 
11. Street improvements 
12. Community facilities are needed 
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13. Cycle path is needed 
14. Better transport links 
15. Local jobs and training facilities are needed 
16. Gateway improvements to town 
17. Disability access 
18. More CCTV cameras are required 
19. Business premises are required 
20. More tourist accommodation required 
21. Speed signs are needed 
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Appendix 1 

 List of  members of Oundle Partnership 

 
− ACRE 
− East Northamptonshire Council 
− ENVA 
− Evergreens 
− Fairline Boats 
− Goldsmiths 
− Judith Day Opticians 
− L M Nutrition 
− MATER 
− Northamptonshire County Council 
− Oundle & Kings Cliffe Middle School 
− Oundle Baptist Church 
− Oundle Bridge Club 
− Oundle CE Primary School 
− Oundle Festival of Music and Drama 
− Oundle Historical Society 
− Oundle International Festival 
− Oundle Library 
− Oundle News 
− Oundle Rural Mind 
− Oundle School 
− Oundle Squash Club 
− Oundle Town Council 
− Parson Lathams Almhouses 
− Parson Lathams Almhouses 
− Poclain Hydraulics Limited 
− Prince William School 
− Prince William School Governor 
− Glapthorn Parish Council 
− Probus Club of Oundle 
− PW Amps Limited 
− RC Cotton & Sons Limited 
− Smiths of Oundle 
− Society of Friends (Quakers) 
− Spire Homes 
− Spire Homes 
− Swimex Limited 
− The Nanny Service 
− Volunteer Action 
− Woodford & Company 
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Appendix 2 

Open spaces in Oundle 
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Appendix 3 

PARKING SURVEY – OUNDLE TOWN CENTRE – OCT/NOV 2006 
 

 
SURVEY TIMES: (between 10am-12pm and 12pm-2pm) 
 

• Normal weekday – term time 
• Market day – Thursday 
• Saturday – when no special events are on in the town 
• Farmers Market day – second Saturday of the month 

 
 
SURVEY AREAS: 
 

A) Long stay car parks 
A1)   Benefield Road car park 
A2)   East Road car park 

 
B) Short stay parking  

B1)   CO-OP car park 
B2)   Market Place  

 
C) On street parking  

C1)   West Street  
C2)   New Street  

 
 
SURVEY INFORMATION: 
 

• number of parked cars 
• day and time 
• restrictions  
• photos of each area 

 
 
SURVEY TEMPLATE: 
 
Date:    Time:         
A) Long stay No. of cars No. of spaces Restrictions Inconsiderate and 

illegal parking 
A1) Benefield Road  38 

(inc. 2 disabled parking)
 

Max height 2.1m 
 

 

A2) East Road  56 
(inc. 4 disabled parking)

 
Partially restricted 

Height 6’62’’  
 

 

 
B) Short stay No. of cars No. of spaces Restrictions Inconsiderate and 

illegal parking 
B1) CO-OP car park  120 

(inc. 6 disabled + 4 
family parking) 

Mon-Sat 
8am-6pm 

1 hour 
 

B2) Market Place  25 Mon-Sat (ex. Thu) 
 8am-6pm 

2 hours 
 

 
C) On road parking No. of cars No. of spaces Restrictions Inconsiderate and 

illegal parking 
C1) West Street  40 Mon-Sat 

8am-6pm 
1 hour 

 

C2) New Street  35 Mon-Sat 
8am-6pm 

1 hour 
 

  
 

CO-OP short stay car park on 
Thursday, market day 

Market Place on Saturday  
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Market day - Thursday, 26 October 2006 
 
• West Street, New Street and the CO-OP 

car park are the most popular car 
parking areas in Oundle, and are well 
used in the morning during market days. 
Some cars park on the double yellow 
lines, in the bus bay and other restricted 
spots. 

 
• Although it is worth mentioning the 

Market Place short stay car park, it is 
clear to see that market traders use this 
facility. 

 
• The town’s two long stay car parks have 

plenty of free spaces during the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farmers’ market day - Saturday, 11 November 2006 
 

• The overall use of car parks and other 
parking areas, are quite high, nearly 
100%, throughout the day on farmers’ 
market day.  

 
• There is no need to measure the usage 

of the Market Place short stay car park, 
as it is used to house the market. 

 
• The two long stay car parks are also well 

used when Farmers’ market are held (full 
capacity). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THU, 26 Oct 2006 10am-12pm 12pm-2pm 
Benefield Road 50% 47% 
East Road 80% 71% 
CO-OP 102% 102% 
Market Place N/A N/A 
West Street 105% 80% 
New Street 100% 100% 
All parking areas 94% 90% 
*All values are rounded to the nearest decimal place

SAT, 11 Nov 2006 10am-12pm 12pm-2pm 
Benefield Road 100% 74% 
East Road 95% 93% 
CO-OP 103% 103% 
Market Place N/A N/A 
West Street 95% 98% 
New Street 103% 106% 
All parking areas 100% 97% 
*All values are rounded to the nearest decimal place

Percentage of use for each parking area in 
Oundle on Saturday, 11 November 2006, 

Farmer's market day 
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Average weekday - Monday, 6 November 2006 
 

• The West Street, the New Street and the 
Market Place are the most visited car 
parking areas in Oundle on an average 
workday. Less than 20% of the parking 
spaces were free in these areas. 

 
• 88% of the spaces in the Market Place 

were occupied which means only 3 more 
cars could find a space if the remaining 
spaces were not used as work access.  

 
• The town’s two long stay car parks have 

plenty of free spaces during the day, 
especially the East Road car park in the 
morning 

 
• The overall usage is 77-76% during the 

day which means at least two-thirds of 
the spaces are in use on a normal 
weekday. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Average weekend - Saturday, 4 November 2006 

 
• According to the survey, the West Street, 

the New Street and the CO-OP car park 
are the most popular parking areas in 
Oundle on a Saturday and are well used / 
overused throughout the day. Some cars 
parked inconsiderately or illegally.  

 
• On the contrary, the town’s two long stay 

car parks remain half full during the 
weekend when no special events are held 
in town, especially the East Road car park 
which had around 30-40 empty parking 
spaces.  

 
• The overall usage of the parking areas is 

around 84-85% which is higher than an 
average workday usage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MON, 6 Nov 2006 10am-12pm 12pm-2pm 
Benefield Road 58% 68% 
East Road 79% 38% 
CO-OP 69% 85% 
Market Place 88% 88% 
West Street 103% 90% 
New Street 86% 91% 
All parking areas 77% 76% 
*All values are rounded to the nearest decimal place

SAT, 4 Nov 2006 10am-12pm 12pm-2pm 
Benefield Road 42% 79% 
East Road 43% 27% 
CO-OP 101% 100% 
Market Place 112% 104% 
West Street 103% 103% 
New Street 97% 103% 
All parking areas 84% 85% 
*All values are rounded to the nearest decimal place

Percentage of use for each parking area in 
Oundle on Monday, 6 November 2006 
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Oundle on Saturday, 4 November 2006 
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Appendix 4 

Design for the Future 
Oundle and Surrounding Areas Discussion Paper 

Questions 
 
Priorities for the Area 
 

1. Do the lists of priorities comprise all of the key issues relevant to Oundle and the surrounding 
areas? 

 
Spatial Roles and Relationships 
 

2. What do you see as Oundle’s role in the wider region? 
3. As Corby and Peterborough develop, what can be done to ensure Oundle maintains and 

enhances its role? 
4. How far do you travel to use day to day services and facilities, such as shops schools, post 

offices, places of worship, public houses, doctors surgeries or medical facilities? 
 
Development Options 
 

5. What are your feelings about development in these areas? Is new housing supported in these 
areas and on what conditions? 

6. Which of theses statements do you agree with most and why? 
a) Most development should be focused on towns; 
b) The majority of development should be in the towns with some development villages; 
c) There should, be a more even distribution between the towns and villages. 

7. As yet we have not identified any new sites to be allocated for development. At this stage we 
are asking for your views on the above sites or where (in broad terms) you think additional 
development should be provided? 

8. Do you think the development of East Road1 would benefit Oundle? If so, how and what uses 
would you consider suitable? 

9. What would you like to see happen at the Riverside Hotel Site2? What uses would you 
consider appropriate for the site? 

10.  Do other villages in the area look to Warmington and Barnwell as local service centres? 
11.  Are there any other settlements in the area which could be recognised as local service 

centres? 
12.  Are settlements with low service provision unsustainable for even the most limited of new 

development, or would steering development elsewhere have adverse consequences for 
some aspects of village life and local services? 

13. Do you think that the main area of the town should be defined as the urban boundary, if not, 
how should it be defined? 

14. What uses do you consider are appropriate outside the urban boundary? 
15. If you live in any of the villages listed above, please tell us what you consider are the needs 

and aspirations of your village and how this should be reflected in the definition of village 
boundaries over the next twenty years? 

 
Type of Development 
 

16.  What do you think the problems are with the social and physical infrastructure in the area? 
17.  Do you consider the lack of employment opportunities a major issue for Oundle? What can be 

done to rectify it? 
18.  If more employment land if needed where should it be? 
19.  Should priority be given to the re-use of existing buildings for employment use? 
20.  In terms of housing, how would you like to see Oundle develop, over the next 20 years? 
21.  Should the new Local Development Framework seek to prohibit or limit infill development in 

villages and Oundle? 
                                                 
1 East Road is a proposed development of an industrial site within Oundle to be possibly used as an employment 
or housing development or a mixture of both. 
2 The Riverside Hotel site is a run down area to the north east of Oundle, with a need to be revamped. 
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22.  Do you consider that parking standards should be applied differently in rural areas compared 
to the town, if so, how? 

23.  How best can affordable housing be provided? Ideas for possible innovation are sought? 
24.  What percentage of affordable housing on rural sites is an achievable target? 
25.  Should be the provision of new housing in some villages be restricted to that required for 

affordable housing, and if so, to which villages would this apply? 
26.  Do you think encouraging wider tourism potential would benefit to Oundle? If so, how can it 

be achieved? 
27.  Do you think there are any weaknesses with Oundle’s town centre which could undermine 

growth in tourism? 
28.  Could anything be done to make more use of the Marina for tourism purposes? 
29.  Should we be encouraging more tourism activity on rural areas? If so, what should it be? 

 
Planning Out Crime 
 

30.  Do you think there are any crime hotspots in you area? If so, where? 
31.  How do you think we can plan out crime in new and existing developments? 

 
Green Spaces and Recreational Facilities 
 

32.  Are there any parts of Oundle and the villages that you consider do not have enough areas of 
public open space? 

33.  What existing recreational facilities need improving and what improvements would you like to 
see? 

34.  Should the Council seek financial contribution from all housing developments. Not just from 
those of 15 dwellings or more? 

35.  Would you like to see the Council seeking contributions from other forms of development, if 
so, which types? 

36.  Can you suggest any areas which could provide access to the wider open countryside? 
37.  Does Oundle and the surrounding area have sufficient leisure and recreational facilities? If 

not, what is missing? 
 
Increased Community Involvement 
 

38.  Can you suggest methods of public participation that would help wider community 
involvement in the planning process, particularly harder to reach groups such as young 
people, ethnic minorities, the elderly and mobility impaired groups? 

39. Views are sought from interested parties who would consider producing Parish Plans for their 
area or village? 
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Appendix 5 

Community Workshop Event 2006 

 
 
 

Oundle Healthcheck
Oundle Community Workshop 

 
5.30pm Venue TBC. 11 January 2006 

 
 
1 Aims of the Workshop 
 
• Identify some of the key community issues for Oundle that will be worked on in

future stages of the Healthcheck. 
 
• To take the first steps in identifying some of the priorities or future project

development. 
 
• To identify some of the individuals/groups that may be able to help in working

groups. 
 
• Identify some of the individuals that will be able to help in future stages of the

healthcheck and action plan. 
 
• To bring a group of people together to begin thinking about the future of Oundle. 
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Appendix 6 

Prince William Industry Day: Healthcheck Consultation  
30 June 2005 

 
The Oundle Healthcheck 

 
When creating your wish list please bear in mind the following 4 categories, which 
explain what you should be thinking about when trying to create ideas to improve 
Oundle. 
 
The four categories are: 
 

1. Economy 
2. Environment 
3. Social & Community 
4. Transport & Accessibility 

 
Definitions of the four categories are as follows: 
  
Economy: 
This category represents how successful the businesses are within Oundle. 
How would you attract more businesses to Oundle? 
Do you think there are certain types of shops missing? 
  
Environment: 
This category represents the visual appeal of the town.  
Do you think that the town has a good appearance in terms of its buildings and 
greenery?  
Is there any place which you think needs visually approving? 

  
Social & Community: 
This category asks what the social life within Oundle is like. 
Do you think there is a crime problem within Oundle? 
Do you think there are enough activities or facilities for the younger generation? 
  
Transport & Accessibility: 
This category enables the community to see what accessibility issues a town has in 
terms of its road infrastructure and parking, as well as assessing the public transport 
options present. 
Do you think the public transport within and around Oundle is good? 
How good do you think the car parking is? 
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WISH LIST - (SESSION ONE) 
GROUP FOUR  

 
Please list what you think Oundle lacks.   
Bear in mind the categories on the Information Sheet when 
creating your wishes. 
 
1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

 

KEY TO DOTS - (SESSION FOUR) 
GROUP FOUR  

 
This is your key.   
Put a dot on the map, number it and record the number it on this list. 
 
 
 

Dot No. a.  What is it you would like to see here? 
b.  Why have you come to this decision? 

 

a. 

b. 

 

a. 

b. 

 

a. 

b. 

 

a. 

b. 

 

a. 

b. 
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Appendix 7 

Consultation with young people – 6July 2006 

PRINCE WILLIAM – INDUSTRY DAY 
Thursday 6 July 2006 

 
We would like you to think about the location of a youth facility and what equipment
might be needed to make the facility and its purpose viable.  
 
Answer the following questions and bear in mind that the facilities would to need to
be used for the following: 
 

1. Social events  
2. Skills and training  
3. Advice and mentoring  

 
Q:A 

• What type of premises? - (new build or existing?)  
• What are the reasons for your answer? 

 
 
Q:B 

• Where would they be? - (looking at the map choose 2/3 potential locations) 
• Why have you chosen these locations? - (think about the ‘Positive reasons’ and

any ‘Potential problems’ of choosing each site) 
 
 
Q:C 

• What would the premises consist of? - (e.g. one big room/hall – lots of small
rooms – combination of both) 

• Why have you arrived at this decision? 
 
 
Q:D 

• What equipment/resources would be needed to meet the usage criteria
mentioned above? (social, skills and training, advice and mentoring) 

 
 
Q:E 

• How would you make the facility sustainable? 
 (ie how would it be managed/controlled/financially supported) 

 
 
Q:F 

• How would you take this project forward and where would the money come
from to fund it? 
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FINDINGS FROM THE PRINCE WILLIAM INDUSTRY DAY – 6 JULY 2006 

A) a) What type of premises?  b) What are the reasons for your answer? 
 

New building 
Existing building 
Not specified 

Design (e.g. easy access, modern, special rooms) 
Better facilities (e.g. sport, training, events, for 
children and young people) 
Available existing buildings are available 
 

B) Where would they be? ‘Positive reasons’ and ‘Potential problems’. 
 
Positive reasons Potential problems 
Central location 
Good road links 
An area of an open land 
Near a main road 
Within walking distance of the town and schools 
Close to other leisure facilities 
Existing car park or parking spaces 

No parking 
Access problems 
Flooding 
Privately owned land 
Noise pollution 
Vandalism 
Out of town, not in the centre 
 

C) a) What would the premises consist of? b) Why have you arrived at this decision? 

A big hall and set of meeting rooms 
Outside areas 
Leisure  and sport facilities (e.g. gym, TV room, 
bar) 
 

It can be used for lots of different events  
All facilities in one place 
Variety of activities for everyone 
 

D) What equipment/ resources would be needed? 

Kitchen facilities, Bar, toilets, chairs and tabled, sofas,  
Computer facilities (telephone, internet) 
Training courses (e.g. first aid) 
Advice centre 
Sport and leisure facilities (e.g. gym, poll table, TV room), library 
Skilled and trained staff (e.g. cleaners, sport instructors) 
Disabled access, lighting 
 
E) How would you make the facility sustainable ? 

Allow the hall and meeting rooms to be rented out 
To be used as an election station 
Fundraising events, community events 
Evening schools  
Funding, sponsors, volunteers 
Membership or entry fee 
 
F) How would you take this project forward and where would the money come from? 

Fundraising, Lottery Grant, Charity events, council grants 
Entrance fees, membership 
Volunteers 
Rent out facilities 
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Appendix 8  

Oundle Healthcheck Questionnaire - Public 

 
 

Oundle Healthcheck Questionnaire 
 

A short questionnaire designed to gain your views of Oundle 
 
 
Q1 Where do you live? 
 Oundle         ………………………………………………………………………  
 Outside Oundle (please state area of residence) 
 

 
 

 
      
Q2 When you go to Oundle town centre, how do you get there? 
 Walk  …………………………………………………………………………………………………….…  
 Cycle   …………………………………………………………………………………............................ 
 Private car ………………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 Car lift   ……………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 Public transport    ………………………………………………………………………………………...                
 Other (please state)    ……………………………………………………………………………………  
 
 
Q3 Are you aware of community transport services?  e.g. “Volunteer Action” 
 Yes    ………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 No    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………....  
 
 
Q4 Do you use local public transport? 
 Yes …………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 No (please state form of transport)   ……......................................................................................  
 
 
Q5 How often do you use local public transport? 
 Every day        ………………………………………………………………………………………….....  
 More than once a week   …………………………………………………………………………………  
 Once a week   ……………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 Once a month    …………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 Other amount    ……………………………………………………………………………………………  
 Never    ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
 
Q6 How easy is it to get information on public transport? 
  
 Getting information for public        Not easy     Quite easy     Easy      Very easy      Extremely easy 
 transport is                                                                                                      
 
 
Q7 If you use a private car when visiting Oundle, where do you usually park? 
 Long stay car park    ………………………………………………………………………………………  
 Short stay car park    ……………………………………………………………………………………...  
 On the road     …………………………………………………………………………………..………….  
  

Other (please state) 
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Your opinions of Oundle 
 

Q8 What do you think are the best things about Oundle? (please tick those you think apply) 
 Farmers market      …….……………………………………………………………………..…… ……...    
 Weekly market        …….…………………………………………………………………….………..…..  
 Historic buildings     ……….……………………………………………………………….………………  
 Local schools          ….………………………………………………………………………….…………  
 Range of shops      …………………………………………………………………………….….. ……...  
 Eating out               ……………………………………………………………………………..………….  
 Accommodation     ……………………………………………………………………..…………. ………  
 Country park          …………………………..……………………………………………………………..  
 Access to River Nene          ………………..……………………………………………………………..  
 Cultural events, e.g. festivals        …..……………………………………………………….………….. 
 All of the above options mentioned   ……………..……………………………………………………..  
 

Other (please state) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Q9 Are there any further cultural events you would like to see? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Q10 How do you rate the following aspects of Oundle?  (please tick) 

    Very Poor Poor OK Good Very Good 
Appearance of Oundle ………………….      
Street lighting ...………………………….      
Amount of greenery within the 
town (i.e. plants, trees etc) …………...… 

 
 

    

Local parks ……………………………….      
Entrance signs to the town ……………..      
Pavement conditions …………………….      
Provision of bins ………………………....      
Footpaths ………………………………...      
Cycle paths ……………………………….      
Road system in and around Oundle …...      
Parking …………………………………....      
Bus service …………………………….....      
Job opportunities ………………………...      
Range of shops …………………………..      
Health care …………………………….....      
Sports and leisure facilities …………..…      
Youth facilities …………………………....      
Disability access ………………………....      

  
 Other (please state) 
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What aspects of Oundle would you like improved? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Q12 Which of the following services/businesses do you use Oundle for?  (please tick those you 

think apply) 
 
 Supermarket      …………………………………………………………………………………………….   
 Farmers market    …………………………………………………………………………………………..   
 Weekly Thursday market    …………………………………………………………………….……….....  
 Clothes shopping    …………………………………………………………………………………….…..  
 Gift shopping    …………………………………………………………………………………..………....  
 Leisure amenities (eg swimming, tennis etc) …. …………………………………………….………....  
 Tourism/culture    ……………………………………………………………………………………….…..  
 Pubs     ……………………………………………………………………………………………………....  
 Restaurants     ……………………………………………………………………………………………....  
 Takeaways     …………………………………………………………………………………………….…  
 Food shops     …………………………………………………………………………………………….…  
 Hairdressers    ………………………………………………………………………………………..……..  
 Post Office     ……………………………………………………………………………………………..…  
 Health Services    …………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 Churches    ………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 Schools    ………………………………………………………………………………………………..….  
 Tourist Information Centre ………………………………………………………………………………...  
 
 Other (please state) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Q13 What types of businesses/outlets would you like to see opening in Oundle?  

 (please tick those you think apply) 
 Restaurants    …………………………………………….………………………………………………...  
 Clothes shops    …………………………….……………………………………………….……………..  
 NHS dentist    ………………….…………………………………………………………….……………..  
 More pubs    …………………………..………………………………………………………………….…  
 Grocery stores    ………………………………..………………………………………………………..…  
   

Other (please state) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Q14 Overall, how often do you shop in Oundle? 
 Once a week    ……………………….……………………………………………………………………..  
 2-3 times a week    ………………………………………………………………………………………....  
 4-5 times a week    ………………………………………………………………………………………....  
 6-7 times a week    ………………………………………………………………………………………....  
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Q15 Overall what do you think the town needs? 
        

 Doesn’t need Needs 
More shops   
More housing   
More tourism accommodation   
More speed signs   
Youth drop in centre   
Community facilities   
More sports fields   
Leisure centre   
More parking   
More pubs   
More restaurants   
Internet café   
Improved street conditions   
More public transport routes   
More police presence   

 
 Other (please list) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Q16 What would encourage you to shop more in Oundle? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Crime 
 

Q17 Have you ever witnessed or been a victim of any of the following crimes locally? 
 Vandalism    ………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 Car crime     ………………………………………………………………………………….…………….  
 Burglaries     ………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 Violent offences    ………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 Cars speeding    ……………………………………………………………………………………………  
 Drunk and disorderly    ………………………………………………………………………...................  
 Underage drinking    ……………………………………………………………………………………….  
 Anti-social behaviour    ……………………………………………………………………………………  
 
 Other (please state) 

 
 
 

 
If there are any other issues that you would like to comment on, that are not covered 
by this questionnaire, please state below. 
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Why was the particular location/unit chosen to be the company premises?
 (please tick all that apply) 
 
 Cost of premises   ……………………………….  Access to transport links ……………..  
 Locational advantage  ………………………….  Particular building met the needs 
 Character of local environment ……………..…  of the company   ……………………....  
 
 Other (please state) 

 
 
 

 
Crime 

 
Q7 What types of crime, if any, have caused concern for your business? (please tick all that apply)
 
 Theft   ………………....        Vandalism…….……..    Fraud …….................      
  

Other (please state)    
 
 
  

 
Q8 Number of incidents of crime in the last 12 months 

 
 

 
Q9 What would you like to see done to reduce crime in the area? 

 
 
 
 

 
Q10 How much would you estimate that crime has cost your business in the last 12 months? 
  

(please tick) 
 0-£500   …………………………………………..  £2,000-£5,000  ………………………… 
 £500-£1,000………………………………………  £5,000 and over   ………………………  
 £1,000-£2,000 …………………………………...  
 
If there are any other issues that you would like to comment on, that are not covered 
by this questionnaire, please state below 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire 
 
 

Please return this form by 27 April to: 
Economic Development, East Northamptonshire Council,  

East Northamptonshire House, Cedar Drive, Thrapston, Northamptonshire NN14 4LZ 
or  

fax back to 01832 742212 
 

 
This questionnaire is available in large print. 

If you require a copy, please telephone 01832 742130   
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Appendix 9 

Oundle Healthcheck Questionnaire – Business 

Oundle Healthcheck Questionnaire 
 

About your company/organisation  
 

Q1. What is the main activity of your company/organisation? 
 
 Manufacturing ….   Wholesale  …..   Retail …….  
 Service sector ……..   Not for profit …….  
 
 Other (please state) 

 
 
 

 
Q2 How many people are employed by your company (at the premises)? 
 
 Part time     ……………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 0-5                ……………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 6-20              ………………………………………………………………………………………………  

21-50              ………………………………………………………………………………………….....  
 51+               ………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 Full time       …………………………………………………………………………………………......  
 0-5                 …………………………………………………………………………………………..…  
 6-20               …………………………………………………………………………………………..…  
 21-50             …………………………………………………………………………………………..…  
 51+                ………………………………………………………………………………………….….  
 
Q3 Are your premises (please tick) 
 The sole premises of the company/organisation……………………………………………………..  
 A head office       ………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 A branch office    ………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 A branch plant     ………………………………………………………………………………………...  
 
 Other (please state) 

 
 
 

 
Q4 What aspects of the surrounding environment do you consider are important? 
 Please rate with 1 being least important and 3 being most important. 
  
         1  2  3
 Cleanliness            
 Transport links            
 Traffic congestion          
 Amount of green space          
 Availability of local amenities         
 Parking            
 Other (please state) ……………………………………………….     
  
Q5 Are there any barriers to the expansion of your company?  If so, what are they? 

(please tick all that are applicable): 
 

 Availability of skilled staff ……………………..    Planning constraints  ……………..….   
Availability of staff in the locality ……………..  Cost of premises   ………………...….  

 Lack of larger premises/     Road links/traffic congestion  ……….  
development land ………………………..…….   
 
Other (please state) 
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Q6 Why was the particular location/unit chosen to be the company premises? 
 (please tick all that apply) 
 
 Cost of premises   ……………………………….  Access to transport links ……………..  
 Locational advantage  ………………………….  Particular building met the needs 
 Character of local environment ……………..…  of the company   ……………………....  
 
 Other (please state) 

 
 
 

 
Crime 

 
Q7 What types of crime, if any, have caused concern for your business? (please tick all that apply)
 
 Theft   ………………....        Vandalism…….……..    Fraud …….................      
  

Other (please state)    
 
 
  

 
Q8 Number of incidents of crime in the last 12 months 

 
 

 
Q9 What would you like to see done to reduce crime in the area? 

 
 
 
 

 
Q10 How much would you estimate that crime has cost your business in the last 12 months? 
  

(please tick) 
 0-£500   …………………………………………..  £2,000-£5,000  ………………………… 
 £500-£1,000………………………………………  £5,000 and over   ………………………  
 £1,000-£2,000 …………………………………...  
 
If there are any other issues that you would like to comment on, that are not covered 
by this questionnaire, please state below 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire 
 
 

Please return this form by 27 April to: 
Economic Development, East Northamptonshire Council,  

East Northamptonshire House, Cedar Drive, Thrapston, Northamptonshire NN14 4LZ 
or  

fax back to 01832 742212 
 

 
This questionnaire is available in large print. 

If you require a copy, please telephone 01832 742130   
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Voting Slips 
 

Please choose 5 priorities and 
rank them in order of importance: 

 
Vote 1st:………… 

Vote 2nd:………… 

Vote 3rd:………… 

Vote 4th:………… 

Vote 5th:………… 
 

Please post the voting slips into the ballot box 
provided 

Where do you live?  
Oundle ……………    
Outside Oundle (please state): 
…………………………………………………………… 
Any other comment you wish to make: 
……………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………… 

Appendix 10 

September 2006 Consultation 
Voting Slip and Priorities 

 
Priorities 

 
1. More shops in town are required 
2. Local jobs and training facilities are needed 
3. NHS dentist is required 
4. More tourist accommodations are needed 
5. Business premises are required 
6. Street improvements 
7. Disability access 
8. Gateway improvements to town 
9. More parking is needed 
10. Congestion 
11. Transport links 
12. Cycle path is needed 
13. Speed signs are needed 
14. Community facilities are needed 
15. Leisure facilities are needed 
16. Youth facilities are needed 
17. More police presence required 
18. Tackle anti-social behaviour issues and  

underage drinking 
19. Stop car speeding 
20. Address vandalism and theft 
21. More CCTV cameras are required 
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