
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning Policy and Conservation, 

East Northamptonshire Council, 

Cedar Drive,  

Thrapston,  

Kettering;  

NN14 4LZ 

by e-mail to planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk 

 

27th January 2017 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

This letter provides Gladman Developments Ltd (Gladman) representations in response to the submission draft of the 

Raunds Neighbourhood Plan (RNP). Gladman requests to be added to the Council’s consultation database and to be 

kept informed on the progress of the emerging neighbourhood plan. This letter seeks to highlight the issues with the 

plan as currently presented and relationship with national and local planning policy. In this regard the response will 

focus on Policy R6 – Protected Open Spaces of the RNP. 

 

Planning Practice Guidance for preparing neighbourhood plans states ‘proportionate, robust evidence should support the 

choices made and approach taken. The evidence should be drawn upon to explain succinctly the intention and rationale of 

the polices in the draft neighbourhood plan…’  Gladman submits that the Town Council do not have sufficient evidence 

to support the inclusion of Policy R6. 

 

Policy R6 seeks to designate 21 parcels of land as protected open space where development will only be permitted 

when equivalent or better provision is made or the space is no longer required or suitable for use as an open space. 

These parcels have all been tested against the requirements of paragraph 77 of the Framework for Local Green Space 

designation in the Local Green Spaces Assessment and were found not meet the necessary requirements.  

 

Paragraph 73 of the Framework states ‘Access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and recreation can 

make an important contribution to the health and well-being of communities. Planning policies should be based on robust 

and up-to-date assessments of need for open spaces, sports and recreation facilities and opportunities for new provision.’  

East Northamptonshire Council have said that the Open Space Development Plan document needs updating for the 

production of the Local Plan Part 2 but at this time for there is no reference to farmland being considered open space 

and as such Gladman recommends that Parcel 25, Land at Meadow Lane is deleted from the plan.  

 

Further, as part of the Local Green Space assessment when considering whether the parcel was an extensive tract of 

land the explanation was that the site provides a small wedge of green space between Raunds and Stanwick. Open 

Space designations should not be used as backdoor attempt to introduce an area of separation policy. Inclusion of an 

area of separation policy would require evidence to justify why it has regard to national policy and how it is in general 



 
 

conformity with the strategic requirements of the wider area. Indeed, the inclusion of such a policy would not be the 

function of neighbourhood plans and therefore not consistent with basic conditions (a), (d) and (e).  

 

Gladman recognises the role of neighbourhood plans as a tool for local people to shape the development of their local 

community. However, it is clear from national guidance these must be consistent with national planning policy and the 

strategic requirements for the wider authority area. Gladman is concerned that the inclusion of the protected open 

spaces policy is done so without relevant proportionate robust evidence and suggest the policy is removed from the 

plan.  

 

Gladman hopes you have found these representations helpful and constructive. If you have any questions do not 

hesitate to contact me or one of the Gladman team. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

Richard Agnew 

Gladman Developments Ltd 

r.agnew@gladman.co.uk 
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