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East Northamptonshire Council 
Raunds Neighbourhood Plan response form 
This form may be photocopied or downloaded from the website.  Further printed copies can also 
be obtained from the Council. Please return by 4pm on Monday, 30 January 2017. 
 
This form can be returned by e-mail to planningpolicy@east-northamptonshire.gov.uk or by post to 
Raunds Neighbourhood Plan Consultation, East Northamptonshire Council, Cedar Drive, Thrapston, 
Northamptonshire NN14 4LZ. Email is the Council’s preferred method of receiving comments, as it 
will help us to handle your representation quickly and efficiently. 
Comments are invited, regarding whether the draft Raunds Neighbourhood Plan 2011-2031 and 
supporting documentation fulfil the “basic conditions”, as required by paragraph 8 (1) (a) (2) of 
Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (inserted by the Localism Act 2011).  If you 
wish to make comments about the draft Neighbourhood [Development] Plan, please specify which of the 
five “basic conditions” you are commenting on (see Q1, overleaf).  Comments should set out a 
justification as to why you consider that the basic condition has not been met, or why you consider that 
the basic condition has satisfactorily been met. 
All comments will be forwarded on to the appointed examiner for the Raunds Neighbourhood Plan. You 
should not assume that there will be an opportunity to add further information, although the examiner 
may request additional information from you, based on the matters he/ she identifies for examination. 
The regulations require that any representations made during the consultation period for the Raunds 
Neighbourhood Plan must be submitted to the examiner together with a summary of the main issues 
raised. Therefore, comments cannot be treated as confidential. They will be attributed to source and 
made available as public documents, although personal addresses will not be made publicly available. 
East Northamptonshire Council will consider all representations made if returned by the deadline.  
However, please note that late representations cannot be accepted. 

Personal Details Agents Details (if applicable) 
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Q1 Five “basic conditions” form the statutory requirements for the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  

These require that the Neighbourhood Plan:  
 
 

 1. Has regard to national policy and guidance from the Secretary of State;  

 2. Contributes to sustainable development;  

 3. Is in general conformity with the strategic policy of the development plan for the 
area or any part of that area; 

x 

 4. Doesn’t breach or is otherwise compatible with EU obligations – this includes the 
SEA Directive of 2001/42/EC; and that 

 

 5. The making of the Neighbourhood Plan is not likely to have a significant effect on a 
European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species regulations 
2010(d), either alone or in combination with other plans or projects 

 

  
 [Please tick the relevant basic condition and submit a separate form for each of the basic 

conditions you are commenting on] 
 

 
Q2 
 

Why do you consider that the draft Raunds Neighbourhood Plan and/ or supporting 
documents do/ do not meet the specified “basic condition”? 
Please provide a brief summary of your comments. 

  
The Trust Board of the Manor Learning Trust have a concern that the plan as laid out does not 
take into sufficient account the need to expand the secondary school provision available in the 
town particularly at a time when Manor School Sports College is heavily over-subscribed and is 
likely to continue to be with the occupation of the current new build housing stock. The plan 
provides for no option for Manor School Sports College to expand capacity by extending the 
current school site.  One strategy the Board are considering is the relocation of parking facilities 
from the front of the school to land, currently owned by the Rayner Estate, at the back of the 
school. This would release a large area to enable the provision of additional, much needed, 
teaching space.   
 

 Detailed explanation 
Please give further details of your opinion and the reasons for it (continue on a separate sheet as 
necessary). 

 Manor School Sports College is a member of the Manor Learning Trust (other members include 
St. Peter’s CE Academy and Stanwick Primary) and all schools within the Trust are at, or close 
to, capacity. They are all popular schools and the drive and ambition is present within the Trust 
Board to ensure that all families within Raunds and the surrounding villages have access to the 
high quality education that the Trust is responsible for providing. 
 
I refer directly to key points within your submission planning document: 
 
Page 12 3.8: ‘The Town Council therefore will not use this plan to allocate any further sites for 
additional housing…’ 
 
4.9 Planning permission for 1058 dwellings has been approved (this meets North 
Northamptonshire’s Core Strategy requirements for 1060 between 2011- 2031. 
 
It is recognised that strategic housing provision may have been met in Raunds. However, this 
expansion will require an expansion in education provision in the town. To enable the expansion 
of the school the Trust Board are in discussions with the Rayner Estate regarding a mixed use 
development off Mountbatten Way that would facilitate additional land capacity at Manor School 
to enable increasing capacity on the school site by moving all parking capacity to the back of the 
school on bequeathed land. The development would also assist the delivery of improved 
facilities for the school and this growth should be recognised in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Manor School had a PAN (pupil admission number of 135 in 2014) The Board agreed a 



temporary PAN of 180 in 2014 to accommodate the increase in first choice applications for 
secondary school admission in September of 2015. It also took the strategic decision to increase 
PAN to 162. This would accommodate new applications made as a direct result of the new build 
within Raunds. In 2016 165 students were admitted as first choice applications and the school 
has attended numerous in year admission appeals as a result of parents wanting to send their 
children to a local good secondary school. For admission year 2017 Manor Learning Trust 
Board has received 194 first choice applications (this does not include 14 families within 
catchment that have missed the deadline for applications). The Board has over the previous two 
academic years planned for and implemented temporary accommodation to meet this additional 
need. Plans are currently in place to make a submission to the Education Funding Agency for a 
capital build to provide further accommodation to meet the increasing demand. It has become 
critical to add to the accommodation available if we are to continue to provide the high quality 
education the families within our area deserve. 
 
In the Plan 5.1 the key aims are described. The key aim is ‘to enable Raunds to develop as a 
vibrant, successful, pleasant rural market town’ with a key addition that ‘infrastructure, which 
meets the needs of the community, incorporating good highways, excellent education provision, 
accessible health facilities and community facilities for all ages’ 
 
Whilst excellent education provision is emphasised in the key aims of the planning document the 
growth of such provision to meet this key aim is not again referred to in the document. I 
consider this a significant oversight, particularly in light of the current pressures Manor School 
Sports College is experiencing in making available its high quality provision to the families, both 
within and outside of catchment, that apply for their children to attend. 
 
I read with interest Objective 8: To ensure Raunds has the appropriate improvements in 
transport and infrastructure to support present demand and future projected growth within this 
plan and other development plans. 
 
I wish it to be noted that this plan does not take into account at all the secondary education 
infrastructure required to deliver a high quality service to families within the Town and 
surrounding villages. Fortunately the Trust Board at Manor School have been working tirelessly 
to enable it to enhance the provision both in terms of buildings and the recruitment of high 
calibre staff. To this end they recognise that an expansion of the building provision is required. 
To do this further land needs to be acquired. Hence the discussion with the Rayner Estate. 
 
The Rayner Estate are prepared to release land to facilitate the provision of car parking for all 
staff employed within the Manor Learning Trust and the schools expansion as part of a mixed 
use development. This, in turn, releases capacity on the school site to build additional 
accommodation to meet increased demand (demand increased as a result of new build with the 
town and the popularity of the school within the surrounding villages) without impacting 
negatively upon local residents and local residential areas. 
 
Under Policy R8 – the plan is clear that ‘ Development proposals to improve, enhance or expand 
these facilities will be permitted when they do not have an adverse impact on residential 
amenity, the local environment or heritage’ 
 
I wish to raise awareness to the District Council that the growth in the Town considered in 
context with the increasing popularity of its secondary school requires much deeper 
consideration be given to the expansion of secondary school facilities for the young people in 
the town and surrounding villages. To do so would further support the positive impact of the 
Manor Learning Trust in enabling other schools to benefit from its expertise and guidance.  To 
this end I would request that careful consideration be given to the Rayner Estate proposal for a 
mixed use development as it potentially has a critical impact upon future development at Manor 
School Sports College which in turn will have significant impact upon the local community and 
surrounding villages; not only from an education provision perspective but also from the health, 
sports and recreation aspects that Manor School Sports College currently provides. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Q3 The appointed examiner will consider all representations received by the deadline (4pm, 

Monday 30 January 2017).  Normally, the examiner will seek to consider all responses through 
written representations.  However, occasionally an examiner may consider it necessary to hold 
hearing sessions to discuss particular issues. 

 I would like to request to be heard before the examiner at the Neighbourhood Plan Examination [If 
you have indicated that you wish to attend the Examination, please explain why you consider this 
to be necessary.  Please note that this is entirely at the discretion of the examiner]: 

 

   
  

 
   
Q4 Please indicate whether you wish to be notified of either or both of the following:  
(i) The publication of the recommendations of the Neighbourhood Plan Examiner  x 
(ii) Final “making” (adoption) of the Neighbourhood Plan by East Northamptonshire Council x 
 If you have ticked any of the above options, please make sure you have provided an email 

address to help us reduce postal costs. 
 

 
 
 
Signature: 
 
 

Date: 30 January 2017 

Thank you for taking the time to respond. 


