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1 Introduction 
 
Recent changes to regulations have removed the requirement for Local 
Authorities to produce an annual School Organisation Plan (SOP).  A new 
over-arching plan, The Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) 
superseded the SOP from April 2006. 
 
Although no longer formally required, there is a continuing demand for the 
annual publication of school organisation information. This is particularly the 
case because of the growth planned in Northamptonshire.  This document will 
be part of the suite of documents supporting the CYPP. 
 
The following sections give details on the housing growth planned across the 
county and likely provision of school places required to address the growth.  
Comments on the need to remove, relocate or otherwise re-organise provision 
in areas of the county is included where this is relevant. 
 
The paper is divided into sections representing education areas, which are 
based on the linked areas of secondary schools.  These closely relate to 
district council areas, but there are some differences.  For example, some 
parts of the urban fringe of Northampton, such as Upton and Wootton, are 
included in the South Northamptonshire section and Finedon, which is in 
Wellingborough district, is included in the East Northamptonshire section. 
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2 COUNTY PICTURE  

 
The Government identifies Northamptonshire as a growth area, part of the 
plan to increase significantly the housing stock in the south-east of England.  
Milton Keynes and South Midlands Sub-Regional Strategy (MKSM) proposes 
a target of some 100,000 dwellings for the county in the period 2001 to 2021, 
with further growth planned up until 2031.  
 
At this time, different areas of the county are at different stages in the 
planning process.  The location of new development is fairly well established 
in some areas, but is not so certain in other areas.   
 
Despite new housing, the county roll at both primary and secondary level has 
fallen over the last few years.     
 
Since Northampton fully converted to a two-tier system in 2004/5, the county 
primary roll (age 4-10+) has fallen from 54,800 in January 2005 to 54,000 in 
January 2007.  The roll is expected to be around a similar level in 2007/08 
before beginning to increase as the recent and expected level of housing 
developments begins to have an impact on rolls. 
 
The secondary roll (age 11-18), plus 9 and 10 year olds in the two middle 
schools, has fallen slightly since 2004/05.  The January 2005 roll was 47,850 
compared to the January 2007 roll of 47,600.   The secondary roll is projected 
to continue to fall, as lower year groups in the primary sector move into 
secondary schools, and reach a low point of approximately 46,600 in January 
2010 before beginning to increase. 
 
Recent trends in Northamptonshire schools reflect trends at a national level.   
However, in the future, the national roll is expected to continue to fall, 
whereas the roll in the county is expected to increase as housing 
development begins to have an impact on pupil numbers.  

3 CORBY 

 
In Corby, the annual rate of house building has recently increased 
substantially from 100 completions in 2001/2 to around 700 in 2006/07.  One 
major housing development is underway at Oakley Vale and two more large 
developments have recently started at Priors Hall and Little Stanion Farm.   It 
is expected that the rate of housing development will increase to around 1,000 
completions per year over the next few years. 
 
The major housing developments are listed in the table below.  The 
expectation is that the large housing developments on the periphery of the 
town will be served by their own primary schools, whereas the growth planned 
in the existing urban area will be accommodated within existing schools. 
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Table 1: Major Housing Developments underway or proposed in Corby 
 
Site No. of Units Planned and expected school provision 
Oakley Vale 3000 420 place primary school opens in 

September 2008.  A decision has yet to be 
made as to whether a second primary 
school is required. 

Priors Hall 5100 Likely to require three 420 place primary 
schools.  The first primary school is planned 
to open in September 2009 or 2010. 

Little Stanion 
Farm 

970 210 place primary school to open in 
September 2009. 

Weldon Park 1000 There is a need for additional primary places 
and further discussion is needed on how 
these are provided. 

West Corby 4000 Three primary schools are likely to be 
needed to serve the development.  However 
this is not expected to go ahead for a 
number of years. 

 
 
The Corby district primary roll has been on a downward trend in recent years 
falling from 5,200 in January 2003 to 4,900 in January 2007. This compares to 
the current aggregate capacity of the primary schools of 5,740 places.  The 
pupil roll is expected to increase from 2008/09 to reach approximately 5,500 
in 2011/12, because of the impact of the housing development planned in the 
district.  
 
Presently, there are a relatively high number of surplus places in the primary 
schools.  Action has been taken to reduce these in recent years through a 
number of amalgamations of infant and junior schools and other reductions in 
capacity.    Over the past five years, six infant and junior schools have been 
converted to all-though primary schools.   The planned building at Exeter 
Primary Schools should reduce the number of surplus places by 
approximately 100.    It is also anticipated that children from new housing 
planned in and around the town centre will reduce surplus places. 
 
The timing of new schools and extensions will depend on the pace of 
development.  A new primary school of 420 places at Oakley Vale will open in 
September 2008.  A new primary school of 210 places serving the Little 
Stanion Farm development will open in September 2009.  It is expected that 
the first Priors Hall Primary School will open in September 2009 or 2010. 
 
The secondary roll peaked in January 2004 around 5,000 and has fallen back 
to 4,650 in January 2007.  Our Lady and Pope John XXII School closed in 
summer 2005.  The secondary roll is projected to continue to fall until around 
2009/10 before beginning to increase.  It is expected that the existing capacity 
will be exceeded in 2014/15.     
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Corby Community College will become the Corby Business Academy and 
transfer to new premises on the Priors Hall development from September 
2008.  Kingswood School will be rebuilt on its existing site with the new school 
buildings expected to open in September 2009. 
 
In addition, the level of growth proposed in Corby is likely to require one, and 
possibly, two new secondary schools over the next twenty years.  
Consideration will need to be given to re-establishing Catholic secondary 
provision in the town.   
 
One of the issues to be resolved is the location of the next secondary school.   
The geography and demography suggests a site in the south-east would be 
preferable, however, a suitable site may not be available.   This leaves the 
possibility of re-establishing a school on the former Corby Community College 
site or establishing a school on the site of West Corby urban extension. 
 
 
4 DAVENTRY DISTRICT 
 
The number of houses built each year in Daventry district has averaged about 
340 over the past five years.  The annual completion rate is likely to increase 
substantially over the next few years to over 500.  One major development is 
underway at Middlemoor.  The other developments likely to come forward are 
listed in the table below. 
 
Table 2: Major Housing Developments underway or proposed in 
Daventry  
 
 
Site No. of Units Planned and expected school provision 
Middlemoor 700 Unlikely to contain a new primary school 
Monksmoor 
Farm 

1000 One 210 or 315 place primary school  

NE Daventry 4000 Three 420 place primary schools   
SE Daventry  5000 Three 420 place primary schools  

 
 
The district primary roll has fallen over the last five years from 6,600 in 
January 2003 to 6,325 in January 2007.  The capacity of the schools is some 
7,200 places.   The pupil roll is projected to continue to fall to around 6,100 by 
2009/10 before beginning to increase once the major housing developments 
get underway.  
 
A number of central Daventry primary schools have a significant number of 
surplus places.   Although, there is some growth planned in the existing urban 
area, most of the housing developments are on the fringe of the town and are 
planned to be served by their own primary schools.  The feasibility of 
removing or making effective use of this surplus accommodation should be 
examined, particularly in light of the extended schools agenda.     
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The district secondary roll reached a peak around 4,900 in January 2004 but 
has fallen back to 4,770 in January 2007.  The pupil roll is expected to 
continue to fall to around 4,650 by January 2012.  The schools provide a total 
of approximately 5,000 places.    It is likely that the growth will eventually 
require additional secondary places and probably a new secondary school, 
however, this is unlikely to be needed until around 2020. 
 
Both Guilsborough and Moulton Secondary Schools are operating at close to 
capacity and the need for further additional accommodation should be kept 
under review.  
 
 
5 EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 
Annual dwelling completions have varied around an average of 550 between 
mid-2001 and mid-2007.   Completions rates are expected to remain fairly 
stable and may fall over the period up to 2021.   
 
Recent development has been focused in Higham Ferrers, Rushden, 
Irthlingborough and Thrapston. 
 
The location of future development in the district is not certain.  However, 
recent preferred options papers produced by the district council put forward 
the major sites in the table below.  
 
Table 3: Major Housing Developments proposed in East 
Northamptonshire district 
 
 
Site No. of Units Planned and expected school provision 
NW 
Irthlingborough 

500 Additional primary, secondary and sixth form 
places required and further discussion is 
needed on how these are provided 

Brooks Road, 
Raunds 

450 Appears to be sufficient places at local 
schools   

Station Road, 
Raunds 

430 Appears to be sufficient places at local 
schools   

South of 
Huntingdon 
Road, 
Thrapston 

490 Additional primary, middle, secondary and 
sixth form places required and further 
discussion is needed on how these are 
provided  

 
The primary roll in East Northamptonshire peaked at around 6,150 in January 
2005 before falling back to around 6,000 in January 2007.   The roll is 
expected to remain broadly stable over the next five years.  The physical 
capacity of the schools is 6,800 places. 
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The secondary and middle school roll in the area has been on an upward 
trend in recent years increasing from 5,300 in January 2001 to reach 6,000 in 
January 2007.  The roll expected to remain fairly stable around 6,000 over the 
next five years.  The physical capacity of the schools is 6,450 places. 
 
 i) Higham Ferrers and Rushden  
 
The primary roll in Higham and Rushden has been fairly stable around 2,750 
over the last five years compared to the schools’ capacity of 3,000 places.   
Henry Chichele Primary School opened in Higham Ferrers in September 2004 
but there has been an unexpected dip in the annual number of births in 
Rushden and rolls have not increased as previously projected, hence, the 
opening of a new primary school in the south of Rushden has been delayed.  
Present indications are that the new school may be needed around 2011-
2012 depending on the location and rate of future housing growth.    
 
The aggregate roll at Ferrers and Rushden Schools has increased in recent 
years from 1,950 in January 2003 to reach 2,134 in January 2007.    The 
physical capacity of the schools is 2,274 places.  It is expected that the roll will 
remain fairly stable over the next five years and that additional secondary 
places may be needed around 2015. 
 
ii) Irthlingborough and Finedon 
 
There is pressure on primary places in Irthlingborough because of recent 
housing built in the town.  It is planned to extend Irthlingborough Infant School 
to provide 360 places.  Further growth is planned in the town.  Discussions 
are taking place with stakeholders on how this can be provided. 
 
Both the Finedon primary schools have a significant proportion of surplus 
places. 
 
The pupil roll at Huxlow School has been on an upward trend in recent years, 
increasing from 717 in 2002/03 to reach 818 in January 2007.  The increase 
has been largely because of an increase in the size of the sixth form.   The roll 
is expected to increase and settle around 850.  Further housing growth in the 
town is expected to increase the roll further.   
 
One option being discussed is the replacement of existing provision with an 
all-through (age 3-18) school.   It may be that thought should be given to the 
implications of development to the east of Wellingborough on these towns. 
 
iii) Oundle and Thrapston 
 
The primary roll (age 4-9) has fallen slightly over the last five years from 
around 1,270 in January 2003 to 1,221 in January 2007.  The physical 
capacity of the schools is 1,441 places.   Projections suggest that the roll will 
increase back up to around 1,270 by January 2012. 
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In contrast, the roll at the two middle schools has been on an upward trend in 
recent years.  The middle school roll has increased from 1,090 in January 
2003 to 1,150 in January 2007.  The middle schools have a capacity of 1,353 
places.    Numbers at the middle schools are expected to fall back to around 
1,120. 
 
Pupil numbers at Prince William School have fluctuated around the range 
1,080 to 1,130 over the past five years.  The roll is expected to increase to 
around 1,200 over the next five years.  The capacity of the school is 1,165 
places.  There are plans to add further accommodation at the school. 
 
A significant housing development is planned in Thrapston.  Further 
discussion will be needed on the provision of places to accommodate children 
from this development. 
 
iv) Raunds 
 
The primary roll in the linked area of Manor School has fallen over the last 
three years from 1,070 in January 2003 to 960 in January 2007.  Recent 
annual births suggest that the roll will continue to fall.  However the planned 
housing in the town is expected to counteract this fall in rolls and fill most of 
the existing surplus places at the schools. 
 
The roll at Manor School has fluctuated between around 760 and 800 over the 
last five years but projections suggest that the will fall back below 750 by 
2011/12 as the lower year groups in the primary sector feed through.  
Similarly, our current thinking is that the capacity at the school should be 
sufficient to meet the needs of the area for the foreseeable future.  However, 
the opportunity may be taken to acquire additional land for the Manor, Park 
Infant and St Peter’s CE Junior School’s campus. 
 
 
6 KETTERING DISTRICT 
 
 
Annual housing completions in the district have increased from around 440 
between 2001 and 2005 to 710 in 2006/07.  Annual completions are expected 
to average around 700-800 up until 2021.   
 
One major housing development is underway at Mawsley, but a number of 
others are planned (see table below).   By far the largest development is 
proposed on a site to the east of Kettering.   The expectation is that this 
development will be served by its own schools.  There may be a need for new 
primary schools at Desborough and West Hill in Kettering to accommodate 
the planned growth.  Housing planned in the existing urban area should be 
able to be accommodated within existing schools. 
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The primary roll in Kettering area schools has been fairly stable between 
7,400 and 7,500 over the last five years.  This compares to the aggregate 
capacity of the schools which is 8,330 places.   The roll is expected to begin 
to increase and reach 7,900 by 2011/2012. 
 
Table 4: Major Housing Developments underway or proposed in 
Kettering district 
 
 
Site No. of Units Planned and expected school provision 
Mawsley 880 210 place primary school open with 

extension to 270 places completed 
East of 
Kettering 

5,500 Likely to require four 420 place primary 
schools and a new secondary school   

Desborough  700 There is a need for additional primary places 
and further discussion is needed on how 
these are provided 

Rothwell  700 Unlikely to need additional primary places  
West Hill 500 Likely to require a new primary school  
Polwell Lane, 
B. Seagrave 

500 Likely need for additional primary and 
secondary places 

 
 
A new primary school opened to serve the new Mawsley village in September 
2004.  It is proposed to amalgamate Meadowside Infant and Junior Schools 
into an all-through primary school from January 2008.  In addition, a number 
of smaller housing developments likely to come forward in Burton Latimer are 
likely to require additional primary places. 
 
In contrast to the county pattern, the secondary roll in Kettering has increased 
over the last few years from 6,400 in January 2001 to 6,900 in January 2007, 
although the rate of growth has slowed in recent years.  The lower numbers in 
the primary sector suggest that the secondary roll will fall back to around 
6,700 in 2010/11 before beginning to increase.  The physical capacity of the 
schools is 7,330 places.  The roll is projected to increase above the existing 
capacity from around 2015. 
 
The level of growth planned is likely to require additional secondary places 
and probably a new secondary school.   A site has been safeguarded on the 
East of Kettering development for a new secondary school, but this may not 
be needed until the period 2015-2020. 
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7 NORTHAMPTON 

 
There has been substantial housing development in Northampton in recent 
years with recent completions rates of around 1,600 per annum.   This rate of 
completions is expected to continue in order for the town to meet its growth 
targets.  Approximately half of recent development in the town has consisted 
of flats or apartments which do not tend to contain many children.  It is likely 
that a higher proportion of houses will be built in the future as more sites on 
the periphery of the town get underway.    
 
The major sites likely to come forward are listed in the table below.   A 
significant chunk of housing, up to 20,000 units up to 2026, has yet to be 
allocated.   The expectation is that the large housing developments on the 
periphery of the town will be served by their own primary schools, whereas 
the growth planned in the existing urban area will be accommodated within 
existing schools. 
 
 
Table 5: Major Housing Developments planned in Northampton 
 
Site No. of Units Planned and expected provision 
St Crispin’s 1000 Relocation and extension to St Luke’s CE 

Primary School to 420 places 

Princess 
Marina 

800 Spaces at the extended St Luke’s or 
Millway Primary Schools 

Upton 
Lodge/Norwood 
Farm 

2500 Likely to require one 420 place primary 
schools and possibly additional places   

Timken 500 Sufficient places at neighbouring primary 
schools 

Dallington 
Grange 

3000 Likely to require two 420 place primary 
schools.   

Ransome 
Road/Nunn 
Mills 

2000 Mostly flats, but additional places may be 
needed if the mix of dwelling types changes 

 
 
Schools in Northampton Town have recently undergone a major 
reorganisation from a three-tier system to a two-tier one.  The opportunity has 
been taken to rationalise admission numbers at schools in the town.  Many 
schools in the town require significant building programmes to accommodate 
the additional year groups and the majority of this work has been completed.  
 
Since Northampton became fully operational as a two-tier system in 2004/05, 
the town primary roll has fallen slightly from 14,300 in January 2005 to 14,100 
in January 2007.  The primary roll is expected to begin to increase from 
2008/09 to reach around 14,600 in 2011/12.    Once the changes to 
accommodation have been made, the physical capacity of the primary 
schools is expected to be 16,275 places.  
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Similarly the town secondary roll has fallen recently from 12,450 in January 
2007 to 11,960 in January 2007.   The roll is expected to continue to fall over 
the next five years to around 11,100.  The schools will have a capacity of 
approximately 13,200 places once current building work is completed.  
 
The significant growth in the town is likely to require at least one new 
secondary school.  As most of the future development that we know about is 
on the west side of the town. it is expected that the new school will be located 
here.  A site is allocated on the Upton Park development, though, the 
possibility of locating the school on or near the Dallington Grange site is being 
explored.  Present indications are that additional places may not be needed 
until the period 2015-2021.   
 
 
8 SOUTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 
The annual number of dwellings built in the district has fallen recently from 
around 1,000 in 2002/03 to around 250 in 2006/07.  A major housing 
development of some 1,500 dwellings is just coming to an end at Grange 
Park.  
 
Future housing growth is expected to take place in Towcester and also, 
possibly, in Brackley. 
 
Indications are that a total of 3,000 dwellings will be built to the south and 
west of Towcester.   This level of growth suggests the need for additional 
primary and secondary places.   Discussions are taking place on how these 
will be achieved.  
 
A scheme for around 1,000 dwellings is proposed to the north of Brackley.   A 
site has been safeguarded for a new primary school to serve this site, 
However, further discussion is needed on the configuration of primary schools 
in the town.  
 
The primary roll in South Northamptonshire schools has increased over the 
past five years from 8,800 in January 2003 to around 9,000 in January 2007.  
The rate of growth has varied across the area, with significant increases in the 
Grange Park and Wootton Fields area, but a decline in rolls in primary schools 
in the Brackley and Towcester areas. 
 
Overall the primary roll is expected to increase to around 9,200 by 2011/12.   
Again significant increases are expected in areas on the fringe of 
Northampton (Wootton Fields/Grange Park and Upton), but a decline in rolls 
in some other areas, such as Brackley. 
 
Pressure on primary places in this area, including Grange Park, is very high. 
Additional permanent accommodation has recently been added to Wootton 
Primary School and more is planned at Woodland View Primary School.  It is 
also possible that additional places will be required, but this should be kept 
under review. 
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A new primary school opened in September 2006 to serve the Upton 
development (which is within the Northampton Borough Council area), to the 
south-west of Northampton. This area is scheduled to see significant further 
development, which would require additional primary school provision.    
 
Similarly, the numbers in the area secondary schools have increased from 
around 7,700 in January 2003 to around 8,400 in January 2007.   Again most 
of the growth has been in the Wootton/Grange Park area.  A new school, 
Caroline Chisholm, incorporating both primary and secondary phases, opened 
in September 2004 on the Wootton Fields development.  
 
In Brackley, continuing growth in secondary numbers is likely to be absorbed 
within current accommodation.    
 
At the moment, it seems likely that Campion School will be able to 
accommodate additional demand from the Upton developments as the 
additional numbers are balanced by the fall in the roll in the villages.  
However, the situation should be kept under review.   
 
Both Chenderit and Kingsbrook Schools are operating close to capacity and 
this position is likely to continue. 
 
With the opening of Caroline Chisholm, Roade School has seen a fall in rolls 
recently.  The school has reduced its admission number and this will allow its 
roll to be a closer fit to the secondary population in its linked area. 
 
 
9. WELLINGBOROUGH 
 
Annual house completions in Wellingborough district have averaged 350 in 
recent years.    The annual number of completions is projected to increase 
substantially to between 800 and 900 between 2011 and 2012.  The major 
sites likely to come forward are listed in the table below.  Wellingborough East 
(Weast) is likely to be the first development to come forward and this is 
expected to start shortly. 
 
Like other districts, the expectation is that the large housing developments on 
the periphery of the town will be served by their own primary schools, 
whereas the growth planned in the existing urban area will be accommodated 
within existing schools. 
 
The primary roll in the Wellingborough area has fallen over the last five years 
from 6,630 in January 2003 to 6,230 in January 2007 compared to the 
physical capacity of the schools of some 7,000 places.    The primary roll is 
then expected to begin to increase as the housing growth begins to impact on 
pupil numbers and reach approximately 6,300 by 2011/12. 
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There are a number of schools, mainly on the periphery of the town, that have 
a significant number of surplus places.  The consolidation of Victoria Primary 
School onto one site should remove approximately 100 surplus places.   
 
Table 6: Major Housing Developments proposed in Wellingborough district 

 
 
Site No. of Units Planned and expected school provision 
Weast 3000 Two 420 place primary schools and site 

safeguarded for a secondary school 

Park Farm 700 Relocation of Wilby CE Primary School or 
extension to the Ruskin schools   

Eastfield Road 1000 Mostly flats.  Primary pupils expected to 
attend Weast schools.   

East of Weast  1000 One 420 place primary school  
NW 
Wellingborough 

2300 Two new primary schools 

 
Numbers in the area secondary schools reached a peak of around 5,050 in 
January 2005 before falling back to 4,930 in January 2007.  The capacity of 
the schools is 5,521 places.  The pupil roll is expected to continue to fall to 
around 4,730 by 2011/12.   
 
The significant amount of housing in the town is likely to require additional 
secondary places and probably a new secondary school.  However, present 
indications suggest that this will not be needed until around 2020. 
 
10 Special Schools and Pupils with Special Educational Needs 
 
The council seeks to provide a continuum of provision to meet pupils’ special 
educational needs (SEN).  The special needs of most pupils are met within 
mainstream schools without the need for a statement. 
 
About 3.2% of the school population has a statement of special educational 
needs.    Of these, about 1,000 pupils attend one of twelve special schools, 
about 350 attend one of the 38 designated special provisions (DSPs) based in 
mainstream schools and a further 1,800 were in mainstream schools or early 
years settings.  Currently about 150 are in out-of-county residential settings.   
 
There have been a number of recent developments in provision.   In 
September 2007, four DSPs open at Croyland Primary, Park Junior, 
Woodnewton and Bishop Stopford schools.   Further DSPs are proposed at 
Millbrook Junior and Kingswood schools.    
 
Greenfields School moves to new premises at the former Woodvale Primary 
school site from September 2009. 
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Maplefields and Orchard schools were recently amalgamated to provide an 
all-through school for children with emotional and behavioural difficulties.  The 
council is seeking to bring the schools together onto one site ands is exploring 
possible solutions to achieve this. 
 
Possible future developments under discussion are the extension of the age 
range at several special schools to provide for post-16 pupils.  The growth 
planned in the county will require additional provision, particularly for pupils 
with autism.  This is expected to be provided through new DSPs.    
 
11 Early Years and Childcare Services 
 
The Early Years and Childcare service is part of Northamptonshire County 
Council with responsibility for statutory duties as defined in the Childcare Act 
2006.  The LA’s has duties  to ensure that there is sufficient childcare for 
working families and enough early education places for all eligible children in 
the county  The Authority does not have to provide these places itself, and the 
vast majority are found in the maintained, private, independent and voluntary 
sectors.  More details can be found in the latest Early Years and Childcare 
Sufficiency Assessment (available from 2008) or by contacting the Early 
Years & Childcare Team. 
 
In the maintained sector, there are 9 Nursery Schools and 42 Nursery Units 
operating as part of schools in the primary sector. There are about 350 
private, voluntary and independent group providers and over 1000 
childminders. 
 
One of the key recent programmes has been the development of Children’s 
Centres.  The overall purpose of a Children’s Centre is to offer a service 
where children aged 0-5 and their families can have access to information and 
support services including health and jobcentre plus. There are plans to open 
31 Children’s Centres across the county by 2008 and it is expected that every 
community will have access to a Children’s Centre by 2010.    
 

The housing growth will obviously require additional early years provision.  It 
is expected that new primary schools will be designed with space that can be 
used for early years provision including child care and early education.  It is 
likely that a range of other services will be desirable and further discussions 
will be needed between the county council, the developers and other 
stakeholders to ensure the facilities meet the demands of the Childcare Act 
and the needs of the local community.  

 


