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Dear Jenny, 
 
Stanwick Neighbourhood Development Plan 2016-2031 Submission Version 
 
Thank you for asking Northamptonshire County Council to comment on the Submission 
Version of the Stanwick Neighbourhood Development Plan 2016-2031.  
 
The comments below are made on behalf of Northamptonshire Highways, with respect to 
highways and transportation issues. Other comments may be made by the County Council 
with regards to other areas that the Plan covers. 
 
Transport Policies 
 
Northamptonshire County Council notes that since the pre-submission plan version, there 
have been some changes made to the wording of transport policy TRA1. This has led us 
to think again about the policy as a whole.  
 
The National Planning Policy Framework clearly states at para 32 that all developments 
that generate significant amounts of movement should be supported by either a Transport 
Statement or Transport Assessment, depending on the size of the development.  
 
The Transport Statement/ Assessment sets out what measures will be required to improve 
accessibility and safety for all modes of travel, particularly for alternatives to the private car 
such as walking, cycling and public transport and what measures are required to deal with 
significant traffic impacts of the development.  
 
All developments are required to demonstrate that the likely impacts of the development 
are fully mitigated and that there is a ‘nil-detriment’ impact, i.e. there is to be no difference 
in the safety and capacity of the local highway network as a result of the development 
proposals compared to the existing situation. If this can be demonstrated to the 

Jenny Hodgson – Stanwick Parish Clerk 
29 Hill House Gardens 
Stanwick 
Northamptonshire 
NN9 6QH 
 

Please ask for: Esme Cushing  
Tel:  01604 364475 
Our ref:   
Your ref:   
Date:   4 November 2016 

mburton
Highlight

mburton
Highlight

mburton
Highlight



 

 

satisfaction of Northamptonshire Highways, and in the absence of any definitions within 
the NPPF on this matter, this is considered by the County Council as meeting the NPPF’s 
policy requirement for there to not be a ‘significant residual cumulative impact’ as a result 
of development.    
 
It also states in the NPPF at para 204 that planning obligations should only be sought 
where they meet the tests of being necessary to make the development acceptable in 
planning terms, are directly related to the development and fairly and reasonably related in 
scale and kind to the development. Improvements to local bus services are one such 
planning obligation that can be used to mitigate any significant impacts identified through 
the transport assessment. In most cases small development sites will not result in any 
requirement to improve bus services.  
  
In light of the above, it is felt that the policy objectives that TRA1 sets out to achieve in 
bullet points a – d are already very much encompassed within existing national policy. Our 
concern is that policy TRA1 could be seen to repeat policy that is laid out in the NPPF and 
guidance for transport assessments.  
 
Instead, the requirements that developments have to adhere to might be better 
summarised in a paragraph, to give the necessary background but would avoid repetition. 
Moreover, it is also worth clarifying that travel plans are only required over a certain 
threshold and therefore are not required in every instance, so policy TRA1 as currently 
written is not correct.  However, as explained above, either a transport statement or a 
transport assessment has to be prepared for all developments.  
 
Car Parking  
 
It is noted and welcomed that some further analysis has been undertaken with regards to 
the car parking data following our previous comments and included in the accompanying 
Traffic Audit document.  
 
Evidence Base 
 
The Evidence Base needs to be updated to reflect that the Northamptonshire Parking 
Standards Document were adopted in 2016. 
 
I hope these comments are helpful. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Esme Cushing 
Principal Transport Planner 
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