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Introduction 
This data guide should be read in association with the spreadsheet database (in MapInfo 
Software) that contains a full list of all sites assessed and which is separate from this report.  
Information about sites has been gathered from various sources.  The attributes for each 
site are spread across the top horizontal row of the database, and the sites are listed down 
the first column of the database.  Some sites are included in the database, which are not 
part of the nine settlements assessed by RTP; these remain in the database at the request 
of the Council but are not part of this study. 
 
The following explanation of attributes is in the same order as the first row of the sites 
database headings, when read from left to right. 

Site Details 
There are 11 fields that give basic information about a site and these are as follows: 
 

1. RTPSiteID – A site identification reference devised for this study (column A in 
the database) 

2. ENDC_ID – A previously used code at the site, based on ID’s taken from the 
source data, for example Aspirational sites, Urban Capacity Study and so on 
(column B in the database) 

3. Town – Which settlement a site has been assigned to 

4. X_Coord – The Easting of the site centroid 

5. Y_Coord – The Northing of the site centroid 

6. Ward_Name – The ward that the site centroid is within 

7. Post_Sect – The postcode sector that the site centroid is within 

8. Source – What database or study the site has come from (Aspirational sites, 
UCS etc.) 

9. Site_Area_Gross_ha – The gross area of the site 

10. Site_Area_Net_ha – The net site area, which is 85 per cent of the gross area.  
Not all of a site will be built on, some will be required to accommodate access 
roads along with amenity and play space.  We assume 15 per cent of a site is 
required for this purpose, leaving 85 per cent for housing 

11. DW_Capacity – The estimated dwelling capacity of the site based on 35 
dwellings per net site hectare (column K in the database) 

Accessibility 

Access to Services 

< 0.4km of a bus route 
< 0.6km of a primary school 
< 0.8km of local shops 
< 1.0km of a playing field/park or open space 
<1.5km of a secondary school 
<1.0km of a health centre 
< 2km of an indoor sports/leisure centre 
< 5km of a major commercial centre 
 
 



 

   

GREEN: Comply with 7 or more of above 
YELLOW: Comply with 2 or more of above 
ORANGE: Comply with 1 or less of above 
 
The data has 9 fields as follows: 

1. Distance to Primary School (metres) 

2. Distance to Local Shops (metres) 

3. Distance to Playing Field/Park/Open Space (metres) 

4. Distance to Secondary School (metres) 

5. Distance to Health Centre (metres) 

6. Distance to Indoor Sports/Leisure (metres) 

7. Distance to Major Commercial Centre (metres) 

 
The measurements are taken from the site centre to each of the above ‘as the crow flies’. 
 
The eighth and ninth fields are actually the Access to Public Transport data fields (Inter 
Urban & Local bus routes) described below. The data shows 2 fields. The first shows if the 
site intersects the 400m buffer around the inter-urban bus route. The second shows if the 
site intersects the 400m buffer around the local bus route. For the purpose of assessing 
Access to Services, if the site intersects with either an Inter Urban or Local bus route, then it 
is deemed ‘accessible’.  

Access to Employment Sites 

GREEN: < 3km of an employment site >5ha in size 
YELLOW: < 3km of an employment site <5ha in size 
ORANGE: Neither 
 
The data shows 2 fields. The first measures the distance from the site to the nearest large 
(>5ha) employment site. The second measures the distance from the site to the nearest 
small (<5ha) employment site. 

Access to Public Transport 

GREEN: < 0.4km of an inter urban bus route and a local bus route 
YELLOW: < 0.4km of an inter urban bus route OR a local bus route 
ORANGE: Neither 
 
The data shows 2 fields. The first shows if the site intersects the 400m buffer around the 
inter-urban bus route. The second shows if the site intersects the 400m buffer around the 
local bus route. 
Health 
GREEN: No impact on existing sporting or recreational facilities, including allotment land or 
not within the specified consultation zone of a notifiable installation 
 
ORANGE: Impinging on an existing sporting or recreational facilities, including allotment 
land 
 
RED: Be likely to be precluded by reason of being within the specified consultation zone of 
a notifiable installation 
 
The data shows 3 fields. The first shows the ID number of the Open Space polygon (if 
applicable) that it intersects. The second shows how much of the site impinges on the 



 

   

facility. The third shows whether the site intersects a 4m buffer at any point around the 
pipeline. 

Community 
GREEN: Within or adjacent to one of the top 5 most deprived SOA 
YELLOW: Not within one of the top 5 most deprived SOA 
 
The data has 1 field for this category. This field identifies whether the site’s centroid is 
either within one of the top 5 most deprived SOAs in the district or whether it is within a 10m 
buffer surrounding the SOA (making it adjacent to the SOA). 

Liveability 
GREEN: more than 1km from any source of noise (trunk road, railway) 
YELLOW: between 0.1km and 1km from any source of noise (trunk road, railway) 
ORANGE: less than 0.1km from any source of noise (trunk road, railway) or unpleasant 
odour. 
 
The data shows 2 fields for this category. The first shows one of three bandings indicating 
distance to the nearest trunk road or railway:  

 <100m  

 >100m but <1000m 

 >1000m 

 
The second shows the distance in metres from a source of unpleasant odour. 

Biodiversity 
YELLOW: Not intersecting an SSSI, RAMSAR, Local Nature Reserve, National Nature 
Reserve or Ancient Woodland or the 100m buffer zone 
 
ORANGE: Intersecting just the 100m buffer zone of an SSSI, RAMSAR, Local Nature 
Reserve, National Nature Reserve or Ancient Woodland 
 
RED: Intersecting an SSSI, RAMSAR, Local Nature Reserve, National Nature Reserve or 
Ancient Woodland 
 
The data shows 2 fields for each environmental constraint. The first field shows the area 
(ha) of the site that impinges on the constraint and the second shows the area (ha) of the 
site that impinges on the 100m buffer around the constraint. 

Landscape 
GREEN: Development offers the opportunity to restore a degraded or despoiled landscape 
 
YELLOW: Development fits well with the scale, landform and pattern of the landscape and 
avoids being visually intrusive in the wider landscape 
 
ORANGE: Development would be visually intrusive within the landscape, though it may be 
possible for some development with appropriate mitigation 
 
RED: Development would be at complete variance with the landform, scale and pattern of 
the landscape; it would be highly visible and extremely intrusive, destroying fine and valued 



 

   

landscapes both into and across the area; development would cause a high quality or 
vulnerable landscape to be irrevocably changed. 
 
The data shows 4 fields. The first describes the historic character of the area. The second 
describes the character of the biodiversity in the area. The third is the landscape character 
assessment result. The fourth is the environmental character assessment result. The data 
was gathered and supplied by the River Nene Regional Park team. 

Coalescence 
YELLOW: Development would maintain a gap between settlements of more than 2km 
 
ORANGE: Development would reduce the gap between settlements to between 1km and 
2km 
 
RED: Development would reduce the gap between settlements to less than 1km 
 
The measured distance between potential development sites and existing urban 
boundaries was undertaken using GIS measuring tool. 

Cultural Heritage 
YELLOW: Site does not impinge on the constraint or the 100m buffer. 
ORANGE: Site impinges on the 100m buffer zone around the constraint. 
RED: Site directly impinges on the constraint. 
 
There are 6 fields shown. 2 for each constraint (Ancient Monuments, Conservation Areas, 
and Listed Buildings). Each constraint has a value that identifies how much of the site’s 
area impinges on either the constraint or the 100m buffer around the constraint. 

Water Quality 
YELLOW: Not within highly permeable strata 
ORANGE: Within highly permeable strata 
 
There is 1 field which identifies whether the site’s centroid is within a highly permeable 
strata. The types of geology that we consider highly permeable are: 
 

 BLISWORTH LIMESTONE FORMATION; 

 KELLAWAYS SAND MEMBER; 

 LINCOLNSHIRE LIMESTONE FORMATION; 

 LOWER LINCOLNSHIRE LIMESTONE MEMBER; 

 NORTHAMPTON SAND FORMATION; 

 UPPER LINCOLNSHIRE LIMESTONE MEMBER; and 

 WELLINGBOROUGH LIMESTONE MEMBER 

Water Conservation and Management 
YELLOW: Not within a flood risk area 
RED: Within a flood risk area 
 
There is 1 field which identifies how much of the site is within a flood risk zone. 

 



 

   

Soil and Land 

Agricultural Land 

GREEN: Neither 
YELLOW: Loss of > 1ha of grade 3, 4 or 5 land 
ORANGE: Loss of > 1ha of grade 1 or 2 land 
 
There are 2 fields shown. The first identifies how much of the site intersects grade 3, 4 or 5 
agricultural land. The second identifies how much land intersects grade 1 or 2 land. 

Brownfield Land 

GREEN: Site enables the re-use of brownfield land  
YELLOW: Site does not involve the re-use of brownfield land 
 
There is 1 field which indicates whether the site is considered ‘Brownfield’. 

Unstable Land 

GREEN: Intersecting unstable land 
YELLOW: Not intersecting unstable land 
 
There is 1 field which indicates whether the site intersects unstable land. Unstable land has 
been classed as: Landfill, Quarry or Artificial Geology (Artificial Geology as defined by the 
British Geological Survey). 

Minerals 
YELLOW: Not intersecting mineral extraction land 
RED: Intersecting mineral extraction land 
 
There is 1 field which indicates how much of the site intersects known mineral extraction 
sites (as per the Northamptonshire Minerals Local Plan). 

Wealth Creation 
GREEN: < 1.5km of an existing or proposed railway station 
ORANGE: > 1.5km of an existing or proposed railway station 
 
There is 1 field which indicates the distance from the site to the nearest rail station. 

Settlement Centres 
GREEN: < 0.4km to a settlement centre 
YELLOW: > 0.4km and < 0.8km to a settlement centre 
ORANGE: >0.8km to a settlement centre 
 
There is 1 field which shows the distance from the site to the nearest settlement centre in 
East Northamptonshire. The settlements are: 
 

 Higham Ferrers; 

 Irthlingborough; 

 King’s Cliffe; 

 Nassington; 

 Oundle; 



 

   

 Raunds; 

 Rushden; 

 Thrapston; and 

 Warmington 

Infrastructure 

Access to the Highway Network 

GREEN: Development would have good access without causing disruption to either the 
local or national network 
 
YELLOW: Development would have access to the local highway network, but would be 
distant from the national network 
 
ORANGE: Development would have poor access, generating traffic in unsuitable locations 
 
Sites have been qualitatively assessed by the consultant team.  The objective of assessing 
sites against this attribute is to ensure that the capacity of the existing infrastructure is 
sufficient to accommodate new development.  In respect of the capacity of the highway 
network, IHT guidelines indicate that traffic assessment should normally be produced where 
development traffic exceeds 10 per cent of the existing 2-way traffic flows on an adjoining 
highway (or 5 per cent where congestion exists).  In the smaller settlements, the scale of 
development proposed is not considered large enough to have the traffic impact referred to 
above.  In larger settlements, mitigation will be possible.  We therefore do not assign an 
orange category to any of the sites assessed. 

Infrastructure and Services 

GREEN: Development would be within the capacities of existing infrastructure and services 
 
YELLOW: Development would be within capacities of planned and budgeted infrastructure 
and services 
 
ORANGE: Development would require new infrastructure and services which are not in any 
capital programme 
 
The sites have been assigned ratings based on the findings of the North Northamptonshire 
Utilities Study prepared by WSP, dated 21 October 2005: a judgment was made by the 
consultant team then checked by Council officers. 
 


